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The Festival of Wildlife, a unique group trip 
devised by Wildlife Worldwide, joining together 
customers and renowned wildlife experts for a 
wildlife experience like no other, enjoys its 
seventh successful year in 2010.  
 
The Brazilian Pantanal is the perfect destination 
to accommodate the Festival ethos and 
activities, which include a combination of wildlife 
viewing, workshops, presentations, master-
classes and general wildlife related discussions, 
all in the company of the experts. As a Festival 
participant you can expect to meet like-minded 
enthusiasts whilst seeing, sharing and gaining 
top tips about your passion and helping with the 
conservation of the local wildlife. 
 
The Pantanal is an immense landlocked wetland and, at some 180,000 square kilometres, is one of 
the world’s largest. It covers vast areas of western Brazil, Bolivia and Paraguay, and is often 
overlooked because of the higher profile of the Amazon basin to the north. The Pantanal is under the 
influence of several surrounding ecosystems, including the Amazon rainforest, savannah, the dry 
forest of the Paraguayan Chaco and the Atlantic Rainforest.  The annual high and low floodwaters vary 
by several metres and the constant high temperatures provide a unique ecosystem for extraordinarily 
concentrated and diverse flora and fauna. 
 

 
 
This ecological paradise contains hundreds of species of birds, thousands of varieties of butterflies, a 
myriad of brightly coloured flowers and shoals of fish. Its wildlife density is considered to be the 
greatest in the neo-tropics, making it a paradise for naturalists and photographers. Large mammals 
here include capuchin and howler monkeys, capybaras, tapirs and jaguar, and over 160 species of 
reptiles including the infamous anaconda and Paraguayan caiman.   
 
The Pantanal is a haven for migratory birds from three directions as they cross South America, 
including ospreys from the Arctic latitudes to the north, woodstorks from the pampas to the south and 
flycatchers from the Andes to the west. The result is one of the planet’s most diverse avian 
communities, with 656 species of birds, belonging to 66 families identified to date. Some of the birds 
that you may see during the Festival include great blue heron, orange-backed oriole, horned screamer, 
keel-ridged toucan, pygmy kingfisher, jabiru stork (the emblem of the Pantanal), roseate spoonbill and 
hyacinth macaw (one of 15 species of parrot identified in the Pantanal).  



 

Wildlife Worldwide, Long Barn South, Bishop’s Sutton, Alresford, Hampshire. SO24 0AA 
0845 130 6982 www.festivalofwildlife.com  

Page 3 of 22 

 
Caimans are particularly abundant and there are reports that the Pantanal has the ‘highest 
concentration of crocodilians in the world’. One of the reasons for this current large population is the 
fall of the skins trade.  In the 1970s and 80s, an estimated one million skins a year were illegally 
poached. Another abundant species is the capybara, estimated at half a million in the Brazilian 
Pantanal.  

 

 
And of course the Pantanal continues to be one of the best places to see jaguar, giant river otters, 
giant anteaters, crab-eating fox, giant armadillos, crab-eating racoon, coatimundi and the endangered 
maned wolf and marsh deer. 
 
The Pantanal is a dynamic system which can show substantial changes from year to year, and 
seasonal cycle changes. This, combined with abundant water and high primary productivity, 
contributes to the Pantanal being one of the most remarkable and biologically diverse systems on the 
planet.  
 
The Festival of Wildlife will travel to the Pantanal in September.  This is at the end of the dry season, 
before the rains come.  This time of year offers the greatest concentration of birds and mammals 
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around the remaining pools. Jaguar spotting opportunities also increase at this time of year, before the 
rains contribute to the growth of lush vegetation along the rivers’ edge.  

 
  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will explore the Pantanal by vehicle, boat, foot and horseback, depending on when and where we 
are during the week. We have invited renowned experts from the UK, who are friendly, helpful and 
knowledgeable in aspects of wildlife photography, travel writing, wildlife art and other skills.  We will 
also be joined by local experts who have specialist knowledge on the Pantanal wildlife, be it birds, 
jaguar or perhaps the anaconda. Alongside these experts, we will engage with conservationists of the 
Pantanal who will also be taking the opportunity to inform you of the practices, policies and main 
conservation issues that affect the area.  
 
The Festival of Wildlife will travel to the North Pantanal, with a flight into Cuiaba and then a drive down 
the Transpantaneira road. We will stay for three nights at Araras Eco Lodge and then continue onto 
Porte Jofre on the banks of the River Cuiaba.  The shorelines of the River Cuiaba are an ideal place to 
see jaguar.  Jaguars hunt in the cover of darkness and then during the day they come to the shores of 
the river to drink, relax and sleep.  
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Each day the group will split into smaller groups of 10 or less, including the guides and experts for 
wildlife viewing.  At Araras you will take part in vehicle safaris, canoeing, walking and horse riding in 
your small group. These will last around four hours before you return to the lodge for refreshments and 
presentations or workshops from one of our experts.  In the afternoon you will head out again to enjoy 
one of the activities you didn’t do this morning. You will also have the option of sunrise walks, sunset 
walks or horse-rides plus night walks or drives. Workshops will include sculptures, recycled paper 
making, basketry and bead jewellery, as well as the more familiar ‘hands on’ photography with different 
skill level groups - working from the basics of aperture and shutter speed to flash photography and 
making the most of your digital images on the computer.  Along with the activities, workshops and 
presentations we will also have local entertainment, dancing and horsemanship from the local cowboys 
(otherwise known as pantanerios).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After these initial days at Araras Lodge we will travel further down the Transpantaneira road to Porte 
Jofre.  The Transpantaneira is the 147 kilometre red dirt road from the town of Poconé to Porto Jofre.  
The road has 126 bridges over the streams and wetlands.  Driving along the road is a safari in itself 
and you can spot a vast array of birds, caiman, deer and other species.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: activities on the Festival of Wildlife Madagascar 2008, clockwise left to right: Jonathan Scott, Jonathan Truss and Lyn Hughes in a painting 
workshop; Nick Garbutt forum on flash photography; photography forum with David Back showing the local school children their picture. 

 
We arrive at Porte Jofre, where the main focus is boat rides along the various channels of the River 
Cuiaba in search of jaguar.  Along the river, you have the opportunity to see many other species too, 
such as giant river otters, porcupine, anaconda, plus many birds, including kingfishers swooping for 
lunch. On our last night we will have a celebratory dinner and auction.  The auction will include 
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paintings, photographs, sculptures, books, special days with experts and other unique items from the 
local area.  This Festival auction has consistently raised over £12,000 at past Festivals. After three 
nights in Porte Jofre mixing boat trips, night drives, presentations and workshops, we will drive back to 
Cuiaba (or you can fly from the small airstrip if you wish – please ask us for details).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Araras Lodge (above) 

 
Itinerary 

B = breakfast L = lunch D = dinner 
 
Day 1 – Friday, 10 September 2010.  Depart the UK 
Fly from London Heathrow to Sao Paulo. 
 
Day 2 – Saturday, 11 September 2010.  Arrive Brazil , transfer to the Pantanal 
Upon arrival in Sao Paulo, we will change onto the two-hour domestic flight to Cuiaba.  Arriving in 
Cuiaba we will transfer (3 ½ hours) to Araras Lodge in the Pantanal.  This drive will be interspersed 
with breaks and once we are on the Transpantaneira there will be opportunities to stop to spot wildlife. 
Depending on flight schedules, we will arrive at Araras Lodge in the late afternoon.   
 
Days 3 & 4 – Sunday, 12 September and Monday, 13 Se ptember 2010. Araras Ecolodge 
Breakfast is served after a sunrise walk through the surrounding forest and wetlands. We then have 
options of a gentle canoeing trip down the peaceful river with the possibility of some piranha fishing, a 

  Day Date Your 'at-a-glance' Itinerary  Overnight 
1 Fri 10-Sep-10 Depart the UK  
2 Sat 11-Sep-10 Arrive Sao Paulo, fly to Cuiaba, drive to Araras Lodge (BLD) Araras Ecolodge 
3 Sun 12-Sep-10 Festival activities (BLD) Araras Ecolodge 
4 Mon 13-Sep-10 Festival activities (BLD) Araras Ecolodge 
5 Tue 14-Sep-10 Transfer to Porto Jofre Hotel, afternoon boat trip (BLD) Porto Jofre Hotel 
6 Wed 15-Sep-10 Boat safaris, presentations and workshops (BLD) Porto Jofre Hotel 
7 Thu 16-Sep-10 Boat safaris, presentations and workshops (BLD) Porto Jofre Hotel 
8 Fri 17-Sep-10 Transfer Porto Jofre-Cuiaba, connecting with UK flight (BLD)  
9 Sat 18-Sep-10 Arrive UK – or onwards on extension  
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vehicle safari with great photo opportunities and accompanied by experts or a walking tour taking in 
one of the three lookout towers near the lodge.  
 
It’s then back to the lodge for the first of many fascinating presentations by one or two of the experts, 
before a photography forum. Under the shade of the trees we have lunch, much of which comes from 
organically grown vegetables at the lodge and local meats.  After lunch we have further workshops in 
local crafting, which may include recycled paper making, basketry, bead jewellery and maybe even a 
go at playing cowboys! After this, we go out again, either on foot or horseback. The ‘Howler Monkey 
Tower’ is a great spot to get some close up photos of these beautiful animals as they huddle up with 
their family for the night, all while you watch the sunset over the Pantanal.  A short presentation takes 
us into dinner and for those who still have the energy we have arranged night drives or walks before 
bedtime.   
 
Everyone will have the opportunity to participate in all options if you wish.  Of course, you can also opt 
out and have a quite hour relaxing in the peaceful surroundings of the lodge. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: clockwise from top left: Transpantaneira Road; ariel view of Porto Jofre Hotel; swimming pool at Porto Jofre; water lilies at Porto Jofre. 

 
Day 5 – Tuesday, 14 th September 2010. Porto Jofre 
An early breakfast sees us packed and ready to travel south down the Transpantaneira to Porte Jofre. 
We will travel slowly and use the opportunity to stop and appreciate wildlife sightings along the route.  
Hopefully you will see many of the migratory birds, marsh deer and maybe, with some luck, a giant 
anteater. Upon arrival at Porto Jofre we check-in and have some lunch before heading out in little 
boats to see if we can find jaguar. On returning to the hotel we have presentations and photography 
forums, possibly learning how to optimise our digital images or a further insight into the ecosystem and 
habitats of the jaguar or anaconda from one of our local Brazilian experts. If you have some energy 
left, there is an opportunity for a night walk/drive or a presentation after dinner. 
 



 

Wildlife Worldwide, Long Barn South, Bishop’s Sutton, Alresford, Hampshire. SO24 0AA 
0845 130 6982 www.festivalofwildlife.com  

Page 8 of 22 

Days 6 & 7 – Wednesday, 15 th & Thursday 16 th September 2010. Porto Jofre 
It is said that jaguar are easiest to spot during the middle of the day as they are relaxing, grooming and 
sleeping on the shores of the river after hunting in the night. To optimise our chances of seeing jaguar 
and also getting the best photographs we will be going out in the mornings and over the lunch/early 
afternoon period. Many jaguar sightings have been reported along this stretch of river, including 
swimming across the river with cubs in tow.  If you spot one relaxing on the shore and he is not 
disturbed then your viewing could last for up to an hour. However, as with all wildlife, it is not 
guaranteed! 
 
The hotel is on the shores of the Cuiaba River, so we do not have to spend any time travelling to and 
from it. The group will be split among a number of boats so we can travel along different tributaries off 
the main river – an expert will accompany each group. While travelling along the rivers there are 
opportunities to sight some of the many birds and river otters playing in the shallows. It is not unusual 
for flying fish to land in the boat either…! 
 

  
 

  
 
 
On our last night in the Pantanal we have a celebratory dinner and auction where we auction items for 
local conservation organisations.  Items include paintings, photographs by the experts and UK 
conservation organisations, local crafts, signed books and sometimes time spent with the experts at 
his/her place of work. The event is fun and entertaining and a fitting end to a spectacular week in the 
Brazilian Pantanal. 
 

 
Day 8 – Friday 17 th September 2010. Depart the 
Pantanal. 
Today you’ll drive back to Cuiaba; this six to seven 
hour journey retraces your steps along the 
Transpantaneira road. You will depart early from 
Porto Jofre (depending on the flight times from 
Cuiaba). Many of the best wildlife sightings can be 
seen along this road, especially early in the 
morning.  You will stop for a coffee break and lunch 
break, enhancing your cultural, as well as your 
wildlife, experience.  
 
If you don’t fancy driving, for an additional cost you 
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are able to fly from the small grassy airstrip of Porto Jofre (which is next to the hotel) directly back to 
Cuiaba on a five-seat charter flight. On this short one-hour flight you will have awesome aerial views of 
the flat wetlands in which you have spent the last few days. The flight is usually after lunch so you may 
have one last chance to cruise on the river.  
 
From Cuiaba you fly back to the UK via Sao Paulo.  Or you can continue to enjoy Brazil on one of 
our extensions (see below).  
 
Day 9 – Saturday, 18 th September 2010.  
Arrive back in the UK. 
 
 
The Experts 
 

Mark Carwardine  – Zoologist Mark is an award-winning writer, magazine 
columnist, widely published photographer, consultant, broadcaster and 
lecturer.  He recently presented Last Chance to See, a BBC TV series 
about endangered species with Stephen Fry – which was a huge success. 
He also presented the weekly half-hour programme, Nature, on BBC 
Radio 4 for many years (and has presented many other programmes and 
series’ for Radio 4).  

 
He has written more than 50 books – including the best-selling field guide to whales, dolphins and 
porpoises ever published and his most recent title, Natural History Museum Animal Records. He also 
writes a monthly column in BBC Wildlife magazine and regularly contributes to Wanderlust. Mark also 
has an extensive collection of wildlife, nature and environment photographs taken on all seven 
continents and in more than a hundred countries – sold through picture agencies around the world and 
through his website. He has been Chairman of the Judging Panel for the prestigious Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year Competition since 2005. He has been accompanied us on many Festivals, 
the Brazilian Pantanal being the latest.  
 
For further information, or to see some of his work please visit his website: www.markcarwardine.com  
 
 

Nick Garbutt  – Nick is a renowned wildlife photographer and author, who 
is also well known for leading tours, lecturing and illustration. His travels 
have taken him all over the world. He regularly contributes articles and 
photographs to a wide range of magazines such as National Geographic, 
Africa Geographic, BBC Wildlife and Outdoor Photography. His 
photographs also appear in books, calendars, promotional material and 
other publications worldwide.  
 
In 2000, Nick was the winner of the prestigious Gerald Durrell Award for 
Endangered Wildlife in the BBC Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
Competition and in 1996 won the Urban & Garden Wildlife category in the 
same competition. He has also had several Specially and Highly 
Commended images over the years. Nick books include the acclaimed 
and best selling Mammals of Madagascar: A Complete Guide, 100 
Animals to See Before They Die, Wild Borneo and various other guides to 
Madagascar. 

 
For further information, or to see some of his images please go to: www.nickgarbutt.com  
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Nick Mackman has always had a passion for animals, initially drawing 
and painting them before discovering the joy of clay. Her ability to inject 
personality into each subject has given her work wide appeal and great 
success. She thrives on the challenge of a new animal, drawing on her 
careful observations to get under the skin of the subject. This skill and 
passion has taken her to many places including Botswana and 
Madagascar, to observe her subjects in their natural environment.  
 
Nick’s work has been widely exhibited. Her pieces are highly sought 
after and she is regularly commissioned to produce work for private 
collectors. She is proud to have been associated with the BBC Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year competition for ten years, making specially 
commissioned trophies for the award winners. She has been short-
listed for the 2009 DSWF Wildlife Artist of the Year.  
 

 
In her workshops Nick will be demonstrating her fresh approach to wildlife sculpture. Using sketches 
and observations made in the field, you will learn the skills and techniques you need to bring your 
subjects to life. Her workshops are always in great demand and, regardless of ability; participants 
always produce work which exceeds their expectations.   
 
Find out more at www.nickmackman.com  
 
 

Sophie Stafford - Sophie has been editor of award-winning BBC 
Wildlife magazine for the past five years. She is passionate about 
wildlife - with a soft spot for the furry variety - and likes to get her 
readers all excited about nature every month by sharing her knowledge 
and enthusiasm.  
 
She doesn't mind getting her hands dirty and has been known to give 
badgers enemas in the UK, and while on her many visits to Africa, she 
has darted white rhinos in South Africa, saved a baby elephant from a 
snare in Zimbabwe and helped a buffalo give birth in Botswana. 
 
Sophie will be on hand to advise any budding wildlife writers. 

www.bbcwildlifemagazine.com  �
 

 
Suzi Eszterhas  - Based in California, but “on the road” for much of 
the year, Suzi’s award-winning photographs have been published in 
high profile places all over the world.  
 
She is best known for her work documenting the family lives of 
hyaenas and big cats on the African savannah, but has also 
undertaken commissions and led instructional photography tours in 
Antarctica, the Arctic, Africa, Asia and the Americas.  
 

She has visited the Pantanal previously to photograph jaguars and this will be her second Festival of 
Wildlife. 
 
For more information on Suzi and to see a selection of her work, see http://www.suzieszterhas.com/  
 
 
Dr Ricardo Buhosa – Jaguar research expert from the Pantanal. Now based at the University of Sao 
Paulo, he spent four years in the Pantanal closely working with radio collaring and tracking jaguar. He 
will be on hand to help with identifying the best areas to find jaguar and offering an insight into their 
behaviour. 
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Marcelo Pádar  – A local Brazilian, Marcelo is an expert on the birds of the Pantanal.  Having spent 
several years in the Pantanal, he will be an invaluable asset to the group with his ability to glance at a 
bird and identify it. 
 
Cristina Gusman  – Crisitina is involved in anaconda research at Cuiaba University. Christina has 
spent many years researching the anaconda in the Pantanal and will be able to give the group first 
hand knowledge and up-to-date findings on the Anaconda. 
 
 
Who will benefit from the Festival in 2010: 
 
Ecotropica is a non-governmental organisation that is occupied with the daily management of 120,000 
acres of the Pantanal.  Ecotropica owns large sections of the Pantanal and is looking at the long term 
protection and management through monitoring systems and identifying movement patterns of the 
wildlife, protection against fire, pollution, poaching and hunting.  
 
We will have key people from Ecotropica on the Festival of Wildlife to talk and discuss current projects.  

 
Survival International supports indigenous tribal people around the world and helps them to sustain 
their traditional ways of life in harmony with the changes brought about by modern life. They are 
supporting a tribe in the state of Mato Grosso called The Enawne Nawe, who is losing their homeland 
due to loggers and farmland.  
 
We will also support specific projects within the Pantanal, whose aims are to increase the numbers of 
hyacinth macaws, anaconda and jaguar, and to assist local people make a living in ecotourism to 
compensate for the decline in cattle farming.  
 
 

Guide price: 
Price to join us at this unique and exclusive event: 

 

Main trip  Cost  
(per person) 

Single room*  

Economy Class flights £4,150 £600 
Business Class Upgrade £2,680 - 

 
To fly from Porto Jorfe to Cuiaba, it’s £350 per person. Please ensure that you inform your sales 

consultant on booking if you wish to take up this option. 
 

If you are a single traveller, there are a few rooms available to share with someone of the same sex. If odd numbers occur 
then a single room fee will be charged. 

*A limited number of single rooms are available 
 

Experts and speakers are subject to change. 
Flight times and schedules are liable for change, i n turn affecting the itinerary. 

Prices are subject to exchange rate fluctuations an d flight surcharges. 
 
Conservation contributions: 
At least £100 of each booking will go directly to local conservation projects. 
 
Main Festival of Wildlife 2010 price includes: 
�  International flights  
�  International airport taxes 
�  Domestic flights and taxes within Brazil 
�  All private transfers by road, as described in the itinerary 
�  Accommodation as described 
�  Full board accommodation  
�  Local conservation fees 
�  English speaking guides 
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Main Festival of Wildlife 2010 price excludes: 
�  Items of a personal nature, laundry, tips, most drinks and telephone calls 
�  Flight from Porto Jofre to Cuiaba (£350 per person) 
�  Optional activities  
�  Travel, medical and baggage insurance  
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FESTIVAL 2010 EXTENSIONS 
 
In addition, you may wish to enjoy the following extensions after the Festival of Wildlife :   
Iguassu Falls and Rio Janeiro are combinable with all other extensions. 
 

 
Extension 

 
Itinerary  

 
Cost 

(per person) 
Iguassu Falls 
 

Two nights visiting both the Argentine and 
Brazilian sides of the falls  
 

Iguassu Only 
£750 

Rio de Janeiro & the 
Golden Lion Tamarin 
 

Three nights in the seductive, hedonistic 
city that is Rio, with tours to Sugar Loaf 
Mountain, Christ the Redeemer and 
Corcovado, and a day trip to the Golden 
Lion Tamarin Reserve 
 

Rio Only 
£1,150  

 

Iguassu and Rio de Janeiro Combine Rio and Iguassu to add a week to 
your main Festival experience, at a 
discounted price 

Iguassu and Rio  
£1,450  

Cristalino Jungle Lodge 
 

Three nights in a private forest reserve in 
the southern reaches of the Amazon, 
accessible only by boat. 

Cristalino 
Lodge 
£1,350 

(standard room)  
 

 
Or, why not tailor-make your own extension? 

Please speak to one of our specialist sales consultants at the Wildlife office�
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Festival of Wildlife – Extension to Iguassu Falls 
 

Fly south to the border with Argentina and the mighty Iguassu Falls. Set among lush tropical forest, 
there are 275 waterfalls which stretch for a total of three kilometres. Higher than Niagara and more 
impressive than Victoria Falls, the surrounding national park is home to over 2,000 species of plants, 
400 species of birds and an array of mammals. We visit both the Argentine and Brazilian sides of the 
Falls. 

 

 
Day 1 – Friday 17 th September 2010. Fly to Iguassu. 
From Cuiaba we fly to Iguassu, via Brasilia. We arrive very late and transfer to the hotel. The wonderful 
Hotel Das Cataratas is a colonial style hotel that overlooks Iguassu Falls. With a total of 200 spacious 
rooms, it is the place to stay at Iguassu. Facilities available at the hotel include tennis courts, an 
outdoor pool bar and restaurant. The hotel is the only one on the Brazilian side of the Falls to offer 
such a high standard of service and an unrivalled location next to one of the true wonders of the world. 
 
Day 2 – Saturday, 18 th September 2010. Iguassu Falls 
Today we visit the Falls from both sides. Firstly we walk along the walkways on the Brazilian side, 
which start directly in front of the hotel, zig-zag down to the base of the falls and give you a panoramic 
view of this amazing natural wonder. From here, if you wish, you can continue into the foaming 
cauldron at the bottom of the ‘Devil’s’ Throat’! There’s an optional boat tour you can do here (please 
tell us if you want to do this when booking the holiday). 
 
After lunch, we view the falls from the Argentine side, for a more extensive experience including the 
surrounding rainforest. We cross the border and the Iguassu River, on the Tancredo Neves Bridge. We 
then transfer to the Argentine Igazu Park.  We take the Rainforest Ecological Train to the upper 
walkway, which allows a different and more intimate contact with the falls and the rainforest. A highlight 
is the suspended platform at the brink of the start of the falls, where several join together and hurtle 
down a steer drop, affording you dizzying views from the catwalk vantage point. More serenely, green 
jungle and blue sky combine with white water to form rainbows, ensuring that your day provides photo 
opportunities at every turn. On your return, if time and weather permits, we briefly stop at the “Three 
Borders Point”, to have a foot in Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay.   
 

  Day Date Your 'at-a-glance' Itinerary  Overnight 
1 Fri 17-Sep-10 Fly Porto Jofre to Cuiaba, flight to Iguassu. Transfer to hotel Das Cataratas, Iguassu 
2 Sat 18-Sep-10 Brazilian Falls and Argentinean Falls Das Cataratas, Iguassu 
3 Sun 19-Sep-10 Visit bird park, transfer to airport for flight to UK Plane 
4 Mon 20-Sep-10 Arrive in the UK  
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Day 3 – Sunday, 19 th September 2010. Bird Park tour, depart 
A short tour this morning takes us into the nearby bird park for an opportunity to see at close range 
some of the wonderful bird species native to Brazil. Transfer to the airport for the overnight flight back 
to UK, via Sao Paulo – or onwards to Rio de Janeiro. 
 

 
 
Day 4 – Monday, 20 th September 2010. Arrive UK 
Arrive UK 

 

Iguassu trip  Cost  
(per person) 

Single room 
(Iguassu) 

Standard Room £750 £250 

 
Single travellers who do not wish to pay for a single room may be able to share with a traveller of the same sex. If odd numbers 

occur then a single room fee will be charged. 
 

Please note that prices and itinerary are subject to change, including flight taxes and fares. 
 
Iguassu Extension price includes: 
�  Domestic flights with TamAir 
�  Domestic airport taxes  
�  Local English speaking guide 
�  All private transfers as described in the itinerary 
�  Accommodation as described on B&B basis 
�  Brazilian and Argentine Falls tour with entrance fees 
�  Bird park Tour 
 
Main Festival of Wildlife 2010 price excludes: 
�  Lunches & dinners 
�  Optional Macuco boat safari (please ensure you inform sales consultant on booking if you wish 

to take this option) 
�  Items of a personal nature, laundry, tips, most drinks and telephone calls 
�  Optional activities  
�  Travel, medical and baggage insurance  
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Festival of Wildlife – Extension Rio de Janeiro & the Golden 
Lion Tamarin 

 
Rio de Janeiro is the seductively friendly and hedonistic city of eastern Brazil. This tropical, coastal city 
is well-known for its stunning location between lush, forested mountains and breathtaking golden 
beaches, most famously Copacabana. The symbols of Sugar Loaf Mountain and the statue of Christ 
the Redeemer are known worldwide, but other attractions include the massive shrine to football – the 
Maracana Stadium, museums, the botanical gardens and the Metropolitan Cathedral.  
 
Tijuca National Park is the last remnant of the Atlantic rainforest that once surrounded the city, and is a 
marked contrast to the urban mayhem just 15 minutes away.  Here, you can walk on well-marked trails 
through a dripping green forest full of creeks, caves and waterfalls – home to many different species 
including iguanas and monkeys.  
 
Nearby is the Poco das Antes Biological Reserve, home to the endangered Golden Lion Tamarin. The 
palm sized cuddly red-golden monkeys are certainly worth the visit.  
 

  
 

 
Day 1 – Fly to Rio de Janeiro 
Welcome to Rio – the city of mountains, sea, samba and carnival! Arrive late into Rio and transfer to 
the Porto Bay Rio International. This stylish modern hotel has a superb waterfront setting. Magnificent 
ocean views and direct access to the world-famous Copacabana beach makes this a good central 
point for your few nights in Rio. There are rooftop facilities, a private beach service and sophisticated 
wining and dining options. All rooms we reserve have ocean views.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Day Date Your 'at-a-glance' Itinerary  Overnight 

1 Fri 17-Sep-10 Transfer to Cuiaba, fly to Rio de Janeiro 
Porto Bay, Rio de 
Janeiro 

2 Sat 18-Sep-10 Golden Lion Tamarin Reserve 
Porto Bay, Rio de 
Janeiro 

3 Sun 19-Sep-10 Corcovado, Tijuca Forest, Botanical Gardens 
Porto Bay, Rio de 
Janeiro 

4 Mon 20-Sep-10 Free day, late transfer to airport for flight to the UK Plane 
5 Tue 21-Sep-10 Arrive UK  
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Day 2 – Golden Lion Tamarin Reserve 

Today less than 7% of the Atlantic Forest – along the 
Brazilian coastline – still remains. One of the species 
most endangered by this brutal fact is the Golden Lion 
Tamarin, of which only 2,000 wild individuals are left, 
making it one of the most severely endangered 
primates in the world. However, one of the best-known 
and successful rainforest conservation efforts in Brazil 
is the Golden Lion Conservation Project. It was set up 
in the 70s and has since become a model for scientists 
and conservationists around the world. The project 
uses a multi-disciplinary approach, integrating scientific 
research and applied conservation. This involves 
ecological studies, habitat protection, management and 
reforestation, community education, and development 
and refinement of conservation technique. At Poco das 
Antas Biological Reserve you will learn about 
conservation and the project, while watching the 
Golden Lion Tamarin as it leaps from branch to branch 
in the pockets of remaining forest.  

 
You will either see the Golden Lion Tamarin before or after your presentation from the staff at the 
project. After lunch at a nearby establishment you return to Rio (about a two hour transfer) and the 
hotel Porto Bay for around 1600. The rest of the day is at leisure. 
 
Day 3 – Corcovado, Tijuca National Forest, Sugar Lo af and the Botanical Gardens 
Rio de Janeiro has two landmarks which are instantly recognizable the world over: Sugar Loaf and the 
statue of Christ the Redeemer. The morning tour combines a visit to the statue and the Tijuca National 
Forest. The summit of the mountain can be reached easily by road or rail, the latter being preferred. A 
modern Swiss-made cogwheel rail climbs the mountain from its base at 15 metres to just short of the 
summit at 710 metres. With its dramatic gradients, the train takes just 17 minutes. At the top, the view 
is nothing short of breathtaking.  
 

  
 
Next you board the open air jeeps for your tour of the Tijuca Forest. The city is literally sliced down the 
middle by this impressive mountain range. During the tour your guide will point out a variety of fruit 
trees, plus wildlife such as sloths and birds. 
 

Lunch is at your leisure.  After lunch you tour downtown and visit the highlights of 
the city. Sugar Loaf is reached on a two-stage cable car ride. The all-
encompassing view of this privileged 270 metre high lookout is unrivalled and is 
the only site where you will have a full view of Copacabana beach. 
 
The day will end at the Botanical Gardens. These gardens shelter outstanding 
examples of plant life from Brazil and all over the world. The Imperial Palms are 
among its most spectacular attractions. The huge trees decked with orchids 
contrast with giant Victoria-regia, lilies, bromeliads, royal poincianas and tropical 
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foliage, making the gardens a favourite hideaway for nature-lovers and all those seeking peace and 
tranquillity. 
 
Day 4 – Depart Rio de Janeiro 
Depending on flight times you may have the morning free in Rio de Janeiro, before transferring to the 
airport for your flight home. 
 
Day 5 – Arrive UK 
Arrive home after a great wildlife and cultural experience. 

 

Rio only extension  Cost  
(per person) 

Single room  
(Rio de Janeiro) 

Ocean View Room £1,150 £300 
   
Rio price when combining 
with Iguassu extension 

Cost  
(per person) 

Single room  
(Rio de Janeiro) 

Ocean View Room £700 £300 

 
Single travellers who do not wish to pay for a single room may be able to share with a traveller of the same sex. If odd numbers 
occur then a single room fee will be charged. Please note that prices and itinerary are subject to change, including flight taxes 

and fares. 
 
Iguassu Extension price includes: 
�  Domestic flights with TamAir 
�  Domestic airport taxes  
�  All private transfers as described in the itinerary 
�  Local English speaking guide 
�  Accommodation as described on B&B bases 
�  Lunch near the Golden Lion Tamarin project 
�  Golden Lion Tamarin conservation fees 
�  Entrance fees for Corcovado, Tijuca Forest, Sugar Loaf and Botanical Gardens 
 
Main Festival of Wildlife 2010 price excludes: 
�  Lunches & dinners  
�  Items of a personal nature, laundry, tips, most drinks and telephone calls 
�  Optional activities  
�  Gratuities  
�  Travel, medical and baggage insurance  
 

Itinerary – if combining with Iguassu 

 
 
 

  Day Date Your 'at-a-glance' Itinerary  Overnight 
1 Fri 17-Sep-10 Fly Porto Jofre to Cuiaba, flight to Iguassu. Transfer to hotel Das Cataratas, Iguassu 
2 Sat 18-Sep-10 Brazilian Falls and Argentinean Falls Das Cataratas, Iguassu 

3 Sun 19-Sep-10 
Visit the bird park at Iguassu, transfer to airport. Fly to Rio de 
Janeiro 

Porto Bay, Rio de 
Janeiro 

4 Mon 20-Sep-10 Golden Lion Tamarin Reserve 
Porto Bay, Rio de 
Janeiro 

5 Tue 21-Sep-10 Corcovado, Tijuca Forest, Botanical Gardens 
Porto Bay, Rio de 
Janeiro 

6 Wed 22-Sep-10 Free day, late transfer to airport for flight to the UK Plane 
7 Thu 23-Sep-10 Arrive UK  
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Festival of Wildlife – Extension to Cristalino Jungle Lodge 
 

The Amazon Basin is the largest river basin in the world at over seven million square kilometres and 
around 6,500 kilometres long. The mighty Amazon River itself has over 1,000 tributaries which hold 
over 20% of the planet’s fresh water and much of northern Brazil is drained by the Amazon’s enormous 
tributary, the Rio Negro. 
 

 
 
Flooding generally occurs between June and October and the temperature across the rejoin is steamy 
and tropical. The rainforest occupies 40% of Brazil’s total geographical area and spreads into eight 
other countries including Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela and Guyana. It is believed to be the 
oldest tropical forest in the world and is made up of millions of species of plants and animals, making it 
the most diverse ecosystem in the world with perhaps 30% of the world’s species. Its biodiversity is 
astounding: a single bush in the Amazon may have more species of ants than the entire British Isles, 
while a lone hectare of forest may have more than 480 species of trees. Over 300 species of mammal 
are found in the Amazon, the majority of which are bats and rodents – including the worlds largest, the 
capybara (which you will have seen in the Pantanal), which can weigh up to 91 kilos. Other residents 
include the tapir, jaguar, monkeys, deer and otters. 
 

  
 
Over 1500 bird species are found in the Amazon Basin, of which many are migrants. Macaws gather in 
flocks of thousands, reptiles and fish species also number thousands with famous residents being the 
anaconda and fearsome piranha. A visit to the Amazon should be looked at in a different way from say, 
an African safari. It is a unique chance to experience the lush foliage of the jungle… where the raucous 
calls of the creatures within and the bright colours of the flowering plants and butterflies hint at even 
more complexity than we can imagine. Occasional and tantalising glimpses of acrobatic troupes of 
monkeys will rustle the branches of the canopy high above, and in the darkness you can hear the 
hacking cough of the jaguar as he preys on the capybara, deer and other small mammals. 
 
Cristalino Jungle Lodge is nestled in a private forest reserve in the southern reaches of the Amazon. 
The lodge is only accessible by boat and borders the Cristalino State Park which contains many 
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species found only in this part of the Amazon. The area contains pristine forest and aquatic habitats, 
and the lodge facilities include an extensive trail system, a new 50-metre canopy tower, fly-camping 
trips, piranha fishing and a clean black-water river where you can canoe and swim. 

 

 
 

 

 
  

  
Day 1 – Friday 17 th September 2010. Overnight Cuiaba 
After transferring back from Porto Jofre you overnight in Cuiaba – flight schedules dictate we must do 
this as they don’t connect to take you straight through to the Amazon. 
 
Day 2 – Saturday, 18 th September 2010. Transfer to Cristalino Jungle Lodg e 
A two-hour flight takes you to Alta Floresta.  It is then a 1 ½ hour car transfer and a 30-minute boat ride 
brings to the lodge.  
 

  Day Date Your 'at-a-glance' Itinerary  Overnight 
1 Fri 17-Sep-10 Fly Porto Jofre to Cuiaba, overnight Cuiaba Hotel, Cuiaba 
2 Sat 18-Sep-10 Fly to Alta Floresta, boat to Cristalino Jungle Lodge Cristalino Jungle Lodge 
3 Sun 19-Sep-10 Cristalino Jungle Lodge Cristalino Jungle Lodge 
4 Mon 20-Sep-10 Cristalino Jungle Lodge Cristalino Jungle Lodge 
5 Tue 21-Sep-10 Depart the lodge and fly back to Cuiaba  Hotel, Cuiaba 
6 Wed 22-Sep-10 Fly home or onwards to Iguassu or Rio de Janeiro.  
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Days 3 & 4 – Sunday, 19 th  & Monday 20 th September 2010. Cristalino Jungle Lodge 
Two full days at the lodge enable you to immerse yourself in the harmony of the rainforest and relax at 
the lodge. You have the opportunity to hike in the forest along one of the many trails or ascend the 50 
metre Canopy Tower to see the forest from above with views of monkeys, macaws and several bird 
species.  On the second day you can hike to the Salerio House, a rustic tree house in the forest 
reserve, this area is often visited by the South American tapir, the collared peccary, the white-lipped 
peccary, the giant anteater and the southern tamandua. In the afternoon you take a boat trip up river 
and walk on the ‘Brazil Nut Trail’ passing several enormous Brazil Nut Trees. On the return you have 
the option of canoeing back to the lodge. You can also cycle along a beautiful road surrounded by 
pristine forest, go on a rope course or abseil; if you’re feeling very adventurous, you can camp in the 
forest! (Please ask us on booking if you wish to cycle, do a rope course or forest camp as they cost 
extra and need reserving on booking). 
 
Day 5 – Tuesday 21 st September 2010. Depart Cristalino 
Transfer back to Alta Floresta for your flight back to Cuiaba.  Due to flight schedules it is necessary to 
overnight in Cuiaba before flying back to the UK.  
 
Day 6 – Wednesday 22 nd September 2010. Homewards 
Fly back to the UK via Sao Paolo.  Or alternatively travel to Iguassu or Rio de Janeiro to see the 
Golden Lion Tamarin. 

 

Cristalino Extension  Cost  
(per person) 

Single room 
 

Standard Room £1,350 £250 
Superior Room £1,450 £350 
Private Bungalow £1,550 £400 

 
Single travellers who do not wish to share a single room may be able to share with a traveller of the same sex. If odd numbers 

occur then a single room fee will be charged. 
 

Please note that prices and itinerary are subject to change, including flight taxes and fares. 
  
Extension price includes: 
�  Domestic flights with TamAir 
�  Domestic airport taxes  
�  All private transfers as described in the itinerary 
�  Accommodation as described  
�  Wildlife Preservation fee $50. 
�  Local English speaking guide 
 
Main Festival of Wildlife 2010 price excludes:  
�  Items of a personal nature, laundry, tips, most drinks and telephone calls 
�  Optional activities  
�  Travel, medical and baggage insurance  
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What to do next:  We hope that you found this trip dossier helpful and informative. If you would like 
further information, our friendly team would be delighted to help with any questions you may have.  
 
How to book this trip:  Call us! Telephone (0845 130 6982) and we will process your booking. We will 
require a deposit of 10% of the total cost of the holiday, including extensions, single supplement and 
flights if we have quoted these separately to you. Your deposit can be paid by cheque, debit or credit 
card. 
 
YOUR FINANCIAL PROTECTION 

 
We are an ATOL bonded tour operator authorised by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). 
Every holiday we sell that includes a flight element is protected under our ATOL licence 
number 10186. In the unlikely event of our insolvency, the CAA will ensure that you are not 
stranded abroad and will arrange to refund any money you   have paid to us for an 

advanced booking.   
 
We protect all UK customers who purchase tours that do not include flights from the UK 
through the AITO-arranged AITO Trust Ltd (AITOT). AITOT work closely with the CAA - 
they share much of their information. Their financial requirements are as rigorous as those 
of the CAA 

 
IATA is the Trade Association of the world’s international airline industry. To become an 
Accredited IATA Agent we have to demonstrate financial soundness, and proficiency of 
staff 

 
 

We are a member of the Association of Independent Tour Operators. AITO represents 
Britain’s leading independent tour operators and encourages high standards of quality and 
service. We abide by the Association’s Code of Conduct and adhere to the AITO Quality 
Charter which can be viewed at www.aito.co.uk  

 
RESPONSIBLE TOURISM 
 

 Climate Care is the organisation through whom we offer people the opportunity to 
offset their carbon emissions. We were one of the first travel companies in the UK 
to provide this facility.  

 
In recognition of our Responsible Tourism values, we have been awarded 4-star status in 
AITO’S Responsible Tourism Scheme 
 

 
LOYALTY SCHEME 

 
Up to £100 off  
If you’ve already experienced the magic of one of our holidays, you automatically qualify 
for a discount on this holiday and holidays booked with our other specialist areas. See 
our website or brochure for details. 
 


