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Zambian Bush Experience – trip notes 
Tour code:  WZLU   Issue date:  May 2010    Valid:  July 2010 – September 2011 
 

Highlights 
·  An authentic Zambian experience in excellent bush c amps 
 
·  See Zambia’s prolific wildlife, including leopards, elephant, buffalo and giraffe 
 
·  Beautiful views from a natural hot spring in the mi dst of the park 
 
·  Enjoy the company of exceptionally knowledgeable wil dlife guides 

 

Overview 
This is a great-value safari for those who want to experience the real 
Zambia. The Luangwa Valley is renowned for its fanta stic wildlife 
viewing, great accommodation and fantastic standard s of guiding. 
During the trip you’ll stay in remote locations, al lowing you to enjoy 
the silence of the African bush and sounds of the w ilderness; a real 
back to nature wildlife experience. As well as open -vehicle game 
drives, we’ve included a number of walking safaris.  This is the very 
essence of a Luangwa experience and there’s plenty of opportunity to 
explore the bush on foot, observing the animals’ un disturbed 
behaviour. Your accommodation is rustic and in keepi ng with the 
local environment, but with many comforts associate d with an African 
safari, including hot showers, a terrace with a vie w and a great area to 
swap evening stories of the wildlife you’ve seen du ring your morning 
and evening safaris! 
 

 

Day-by-day itinerary 
Day 1 – Depart UK  
Depart the UK for Zambia. 
 
Day 2 – Kafunta River Lodge 
Upon arrival in Lusaka, you’ll make the journey to Mfuwe, gateway to the Luangwa Valley. The flight from Lusaka 
to Mfuwe takes a little over an hour. Upon arrival you’ll make the one-hour transfer to Kafunta River Lodge. As 

you approach Kafunta watch out for 
evidence of the large elephant 
population and your first glimpse of the 
huge variety of flora and fauna of the 
South Luangwa. 
 
South Luangwa is the jewel of the 
country’s national parks and comprises 
9,050 square kilometres of unspoilt 
African wilderness. You can expect to 
encounter numerous large animals 
around the scenic ox-bow lakes and 
adjacent ‘grazing lawns’ – elephant, 
buffalo, hippo, Thornicroft’s giraffe, lion, 
crocodile, warthog, puku and 
Crawshay’s zebra are all common, and 
the Luangwa has the world’s highest 
naturally occurring density of leopard. 
For the birdwatcher, too, Luangwa could 
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hardly be better. The sun-scorched banks play host to vast colonies of carmine bee-eaters, which together with 
lovebirds and kingfishers lend more than a splash of colour to this beautiful destination. 
 
Kafunta is a relaxing lodge with wonderful views over the Luangwa River and national park – and, what’s more, 
you can enjoy the views from a natural hot spring tub! It offers a constant temperature of 38 degrees, and is a 
wonderful end to a game viewing adventure. Bird watching and game viewing is excellent from the lodge and this 
afternoon you’ll head out on your first drive.  
 
On your return, settle into your chalet, with spacious rooms, a private terrace, mini-bar and en-suite facilities. 
Dinner this evening will be taken in the delightful bar and dining area, built around a semi-evergreen wild mango 
tree and traditionally styled. It’s a great place to swap stories of your wildlife sightings. There is also a deck with 
stunning views over the floodplains, which simply team with game. 
Kafunta River Lodge – 1 night (dinner) 
 
Day 3 – South Luangwa National Park 
This morning, you’re up early for a morning game drive. We use open four-wheel drive vehicles to maximize your 
safari experience. 
 
Kafunta River Lodge enjoys the unique situation of having its own pontoon just five minutes from the lodge. The 
adventurous crossing takes you into more remote areas of the park, affording you a quieter safari experience and 
more time to spend in solitude with the wildlife. This will enhance your experience immensely, and if you’re a 
keen photographer, the area will allow you more time to frame your perfect shot!   
 
After your morning game drive, you’ll head back to the lodge for an al-fresco lunch and time to relax – maybe with 
an afternoon dip in the hot spring. This afternoon head out once again for an afternoon and evening game drive. 
Night drives are one of the highlights of the Luangwa Valley; it is bustling with predators and the best time to see 
them in action is during those first few hours of darkness.  
Kafunta River Lodge – 1 night (breakfast, lunch and  dinner) 
 
Days 4-5 – Island Bush Camp 
During the morning of day four, you head out for an early morning game drive. After a couple of hours to relax, 
you’ll transfer to Island Bush Camp for the second part of your adventure. The journey to the camp takes about 
two hours, passing spectacular scenery en-route – it’s almost a mini game drive in its own right! 
 

Island Bush Camp’s trademark is its rustic 
appeal – yet in your grass and reed hut, 
you’ll experience the modern comforts of 
an African camp with hot showers and a 
private balcony overlooking the Luangwa 
River. This small, personalised camp 
nestles under the shade of mahogany 
trees, which is perfect for lazy days, in-
between morning and afternoon safaris.  
 
The camp is located in a remote, game-
rich area in the south of the park. It’s this 
isolation that makes it a very special 
experience, and makes walking safaris 
possible – an exhilarating wildlife 
experience. Although animals are usually 
spotted on walking safaris, the goal is not 
to get as close as possible to wildlife, but 

rather to observe their undisturbed behaviour. You’ll be in the company of skilled safari guides who’ll tell you all 
about the natural environment as you walk, and experience the thrill of the unspoiled African bush. 
 
After your first walking safari this afternoon, you’ll come back to camp to chat to your fellow travellers and enjoy a 
candle-lit dinner under the stars, looking forward to two more walking safaris tomorrow! 
Island Bush Camp – 2 nights (breakfast, lunch and d inner) 
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Day 6 – Village visits  
A morning bush walk takes you to discover yet more of the park, before a visit to nearby villages.  
 
The local villages are about 10 km away from Island Bush Camp, home to the Kuanda people. These people are 
friendly and welcoming, keen to share their lifestyle and traditions. You’ll be accompanied by a local guide, who 
will advise about local courtesy when you’re at the local school and meeting the village elders. The village’s 
women will also show you some traditional dancing.  
Island Bush Camp – 1 night (breakfast, lunch and di nner)  
 
Day 7 – Kafunta River Lodge 
This morning you’ll head out on a walking safari, before transferring back to Kafunta River Lodge for a final game 
drive and night around the bushfire, swapping stories of a Zambian adventure of a lifetime! 
Island Bush Camp – 1 night (breakfast, lunch and di nner) 
 
Day 8 – Lusaka 
After an early morning game drive or walk, you’ll make the return journey to Lusaka for an overnight stay in 
Zambia’s capital – Lusaka.  
Pioneer camp – 1 night (breakfast, lunch) 
 
Day 9 – Depart Zambia 
Fly from Lusaka to the UK on a morning flight, arriving the same day. 
 
This itinerary includes our group flights from London. If you are making other flight arrangements, please refer 
to your Joining Instructions (sent approximately 21 days prior to departure) for details of the start or end of the 
trip. Please remember international flights and trip dates do occasionally change, so please always purchase 
flexible tickets.  
 
Each itinerary is planned many months in advance and although it is our intention to operate the itinerary as 
printed in the brochure and detailed here, it may be necessary to make some changes as a result of alterations to 
flight schedules, climatic conditions, limitations of infrastructure or other operational factors which are beyond our 
control. As a consequence, the order or location of overnight stops may vary from those outlined but we will 
always endeavour to keep you informed of any such changes. Included meals are indicated in the daily itinerary.  
 

Dates & prices 
From London 
Depart UK Arrive UK Price 
Sun 18 Jul 10 Mon 26 Jul 10 £2699  
Sun 17 Jul 11 Mon 25 Jul 11 Please call us for details 
Sun 11 Sept 11 Mon 19 Sept 11 Please call us for details 
Single room supplement: £350 

 
Land only 
Start date in Lusaka End date in Lusaka Price 
Mon 19 Jul 10 Sun 25 Jul 10 £1895  
Mon 18 Jul 11 Sun 24 Jul 11 Please call us for details 
Mon 12 Sept 11 Sun 18 Sept 11 Please call us for details 
Single room supplement: £350 

 

Guide information 
Your local Zambian guide will be extremely well trained and knowledgeable. There are four guides working for 
our local ground agent - Josephat, Charles, Martin and Kennedy – all of who have passed their safari exams and 
will provide a fascinating insight into the complex and fascinating world of African wildlife as well as local 
traditions, beliefs and bush remedies that only a traditional, local guide can relate. 
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Responsible tourism 
A new Conservation and Community Fund has recently been founded to assure money for projects in the 
Luangwa Valley. Local people still live by traditional subsistence farming, which is necessary for them to be able 
to feed and look after their families, but which also puts pressure on the wildlife in the park. The fund aims to 
raise money by charging a per night levy for staying in the park, which will then go towards conservation projects 
such as anti-poaching and community projects like financing small business and education, in order to create a 
self-supporting population and ensure the future of the park’s wildlife. If you’d like to make a donation to this fund, 
please speak with your group leader. 
 

Clothing and equipment 
We list below what we think you’ll find useful on the trip. You’ll also need a soft bag of between 50-80 litres to 
carry your main luggage and a daypack of about 25 litres. We recommend you limit your luggage to 15kgs, as 
this is the luggage limit onboard the local flight from Lusaka to Mfuwe.  If you require more information, please do 
call one of our wildlife specialists on the number below.  
 

�  T-shirts and shorts 
�  Long-sleeved shirts and long, lightweight trousers  
�  A couple of warm fleeces or jumpers for cool evenings 
�  Comfortable and sturdy shoes, such as trainers or light walking shoes 
�  Sandals  
�  Sunhat 
�  Swimwear  
 
�  Binoculars are essential for wildlife viewing 
�  A powerful hand torch or head torch 
�  Spare batteries 
�  Insect repellant with high DEET factor 
�  Personal first aid kit  
�  Sunglasses 
�  High-factor sunscreen 
�  Universal travel adaptor 
�  A small, lockable money pouch to keep valuables and plastic bags to keep them dust free during your 

safari 
 

Recommended reading 
Birds of Africa - A Comprehensive Illustrated Field  Guide to the Birds of the South of the Sahara (2003) 
Ian Sinclair and Peter Ryan 
 
SASOL Larger Illustrated Guide to Birds of Southern A frica  (2005) 
Ian Sinclair and Phil Hockey 
 
The Pocket Photoguide to Mammals of South Africa  (2007) 
Burger Cillie 

 

 


