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Itinerary  

 
17th July Depart UK 
This morning the group assembles at London Heathrow in time for the 2025 Air China flight to 
Beijing.  
 
18th July Beijing 
You arrive in Beijing at 1335, where you are met and transferred to the Hotel Guangzhou or 
similar four star hotel. You stay here for two nights on a full board basis. 
 
Beijing , is the nation's political, economic, cultural and educational centre as well as China's 
most important centre for international trade and communications. Together with Xi’an, 
Luoyang, Kaifeng, Nanjing and Hangzhou, Beijing is one of the six ancient cities in China.  
 
Beijing's long and illustrious history started some 500,000 years ago. Records show that 
Beijing has been an inhabited city for more than three thousand years and has endured 
invasions by warlords and foreign powers, devastating fires, the rise and fall of powerful 
imperial dynasties and has emerged each time as a strong and vibrant city. For more than 
800 years, Beijing was a capital city - from the Yuan Dynasty (1271 - 1368) to the Ming (1368 
- 1644) and Qing (1644 - 1911) dynasties. Thirty-four emperors have lived and ruled the 
nation in Beijing and it has been an important trading city from its earliest days. 
 
Although now Beijing is a modern and fashionable city complete with a full 21st Century 
vitality, you can experience authentic Beijing life and become acquainted with 'old Beijing' by 
exploring its many teahouses, temple fairs, and enjoying the Peking Opera.  
 
19th July Beijing 
Today the group has a city tour including the Forbidden city and Temple of Heaven. 
 
The magnificent Forbidden City  is the largest and 
the best-preserved Imperial Palace complex in the 
world. It has 9,999 rooms in flourishing period 
(many were desolated and now there are over 
8,000 completed rooms saved) with just a single 
room short of the number that ancient Chinese 
belief represents 'Divine Perfection' and 
surrounded by a moat six metres deep and ten-
metre high wall. For five centuries, this palace 
functioned as the administrative centre of the 
country as well as being the residence of 
emperors and empresses of the Yuan (1271 - 
1368), Ming (1368 - 1644) and Qing (1644 - 1911) 
dynasties.  
 
Beijing has many beautiful temples that at one time served as the focus of religious life. The 
Temple of Heaven  in the southern part of Beijing is China's largest existing complex of 
ancient sacrificial buildings. Occupying an area of 273 hectares, it is three times the area of 
the Forbidden City.  
 
It was built in 1420 for emperors to worship Heaven. The principle buildings include the Altar 
of Prayer for Good Harvests, Imperial Vault of Heaven and Circular Mound Altar. 
 



20th July Beijing to Hangzhou 
Today you have a tour to see the Mutianyu Great Wall and the Olympic Stadium. 
 
The Great Wall  is one of the 'Eight Wonders of the World' and is enlisted in the World 
Heritage Directory. This immense wall was built to keep out invaders as well as to retain the 
inhabitants. It spans five provinces (6,700 kilometres, or 2,587 miles) from Shanhaiguan 
Passing the east to Jiayuguan Pass in the west. Like a gigantic dragon, it winds up and down 
across deserts, grasslands and mountains and said to be the only man-made structure that 

can be seen from the moon. Just outside 
Beijing, it is possible to climb or get a cable car 
up to a section of the Great Wall and enjoy a 
splendid panoramic view that you will 
remember for the rest of your life.  
 
Located at Huairou County some 73 kilometres 
(about 45 miles) northeast of Beijing urban 
area, Mutianyu Great Wall winds along lofty, 
cragged mountains from the southeast to the 
northwest for approximately 2.25 kilometres 
(about 1.4 miles). Connected with Juyongguan 

Pass to the west and Gubeikou to the east, this section of the Great Wall holds a prominent 
place in Chinese military history.  
 
Construction of Mutianyu Great Wall was started in the Northern Qi Dynasty (550 - 577) and 
was restored in the early Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644). A pass was officially set up there in 
1404. Carefully repaired in 1569, this section has been extremely well-preserved through the 
ages.  
 
There are abundant natural springs which feed a great variety of verdant plants and ancient 
trees. In fact, over 96% of Mutianyu is covered with greenery, more than any other section of 
the Great Wall. 
 
Being recognized as the essence of the Great Wall, the Mutianyu section is not only noted for 
the quality of its construction but also for its distinct style and features compared to other 
sections of the Great Wall. 
 
First, it is built mainly from granite, with the walls being 7-8 metres high and the top about 4-5 
metres wide. Along its 2.25 kilometers' span, Mutianyu Great Wall has watchtowers built at 
some 100-metre intervals. The 22 watchtowers are considerably more than one would find in 
other sections, suggesting a more significant military importance. 
 
Secondly, the structure and appearance of the watchtowers on Mutianyu Great Wall also vary 
from those of other sections. A typical example is called Zheng Guan Tai consisting of three 
inner-connected watchtowers. The central watchtower is the largest while the two smaller 
ones, each with its own gate, stand on either side.  
 
The Olympic National Stadium , which is 
nicknamed the Bird's Nest because of the unique 
design, is located at Olympic Green and covers an 
area of 258,000 square metres (about 63.8 acres). 
Designed by the famous Swiss architect Herzog & 
DeMeuron and China Architecture Design Institute, 
the construction was started in December, 2003 and 
has a capacity of 100,000. Besides the Opening 
and Closing Ceremonies, this grand and modern 
stadium will host Athletics and Football during the 
Games. This Stadium will be the stage for both 
national and international sporting events, as well as cultural and entertainment activities after 
the Olympics.  
 



In the evening you will be transferred to the airport for the evening flight to Hangzhou. You 
stay for four nights at a four star centrally located hotel on a full board basis. 
 
21st July Hangzhou 
Today you have a city tour to the Museum, Lingyin Temple and a Tea Plantation. 
 
Hangzhou  is the capital of Zhejiang province and its political, economic and cultural centre. 
With its famous natural beauty and cultural heritages, Hangzhou is one of China's most 
important tourist venues.  
 
The City, the southern terminus of the Grand Canal, is located on the lower reaches of the 
Qiantang River in southeast China, a superior position in the Yangtze Delta and only 180 
kilometres from Shanghai.  
 
A number of national museums can be found in Hangzhou and are representative of Chinese 
culture. Fine examples are the National Silk Museum and Tea Museum. Along with the other 
museums in Hangzhou, they provide a fascinating insight into the history of Chinese 
traditional products. 
 
22nd July Eclipse Day! 
Today the group will rise early and be transferred to the eclipse site from where we will 
witness this special event. 
 
China has always been regarded as the home of eclipses as it was here that they were first 
systematically observed, recorded and predicted. This is just one of many reasons why the 22 
July 2009 total solar eclipse has been eagerly awaited for many years.  
 
It starts at sunrise in India then tracks eastwards across the Himalayas into China before 
heading across the Pacific Ocean. Whilst, technically, it can accurately be described as the 
longest total eclipse in the 21st century, it will be close to impossible to observe the maximum 
as this occurs in mid ocean.  
 
The best observing opportunities will therefore be in the main heartland of China where 
several of the largest cities will be plunged into darkness including Chengdu, Chongqing, 
Wuhan, Hangzhou, Ningbo and Shanghai. In total, several hundred million people in China 
alone will share the experience - probably more than ever before!  
 
We have chosen to observe the eclipse near to the beautiful city of Hangzhou where we plan 
to have good access to the centre line and, hopefully, we will be able to avoid some of the 
crowds. We are expecting a maximum duration of around 5m 45s and this will be the longest 
duration available to land based observers. The weather in this part of China in July tends to 
be very variable but it definitely be hot! We will have our own transport so we will do 
everything we can to ensure clear skies.  
 
23rd July Hangzhou 
Today the group will relax around and on the beautiful West Lake. 
 
The West Lake  is undoubtedly the most renowned feature of Hangzhou, noted for the scenic 
beauty that blends naturally with many famous historical and cultural sites. Held on three 
sides in the embrace of hilly peaks, this water wonderland has been an attraction for centuries 



and it is small wonder that it was a favourite imperial retreat. The lake and its environs have 
all the elements of a traditional Chinese garden but on a grand scale. The natural setting of 
strangely shaped peaks, serene forests and springs, dense foliage and a myriad of blossoms 
especially in springtime are enhanced by a treasury of sculpture and architectural features. 
The largest part of West Lake is known as the Outer Lake and it is bounded by the North 
Inner Lake, Yuehu Lake, West Inner Lake and Lesser South Lake.  
 
At night Hangzhou has much to offer and teahouses and various kinds of pubs are both 
plentiful and popular. Choosing one overlooking the West Lake for a pleasant chat over a cup 
of tea is sure to make you feel totally relaxed and refreshed. 
 
24th July Chengdu 
Today the group will be transferred to view the famous tidal river bore in Hangzhou. We hope 
that the eclipse will have an magnifying effect on the bore and make this sight even more 
incredible.  
 
The creation of the spectacular tidal bore at the mouth of Qiantang River is due to the special 
funnel-shaped estuary of the Gulf of Hangzhou. As the tide sweeps in it forces its way up the 
river. Whereas the Hangzhou Gulf is about 100 kilometres wide, the river at Yan'Guan'Zhen is 
a mere two to three kilometres in width. As the water is forced through the narrow river 
passage, pressure builds up from behind until a tidal bore is formed, looking like a high wall of 
water. In addition, there is the contributing cause of the presence of a submerged sandbar at 
the mouth of the river which acts like a springboard for the tides, sending the crest of the bore 
higher into the air.  
 
After viewing the river bore the group will fly from Hangzhou to Chengdu for a two night stay 
at a four star centrally located hotel. 
 
Chengdu  is the capital of "Heavenly State" (Tian Fu Zhi Guo), habitat of Giant Pandas and 
city of cotton-rose hibiscus. Located in the west of Sichuan Basin and in the centre of 
Chengdu Plain, Chengdu covers a total area of 12.3 thousand square kilometres (4,749 
square miles) with a population of over eleven million. 
 
The history of Chengdu can be traced back 2,400 years when the first emperor built his 
capital here and named the city. Through thousands of years its original name has been kept 
and its position as the capital and as the significant centre of politics, commerce and military 
of the Sichuan area has remained unchanged. Since the Han (206-220 B.C) and Tang (618-
907 B.C) Dynasties when its handicraft industry flourished, Chengdu has been famous for its 
brocades and embroideries. Shu embroideries still enjoy a high reputation for their bright 
colors and delicate designs, ranking among the four main embroideries in China. Chengdu 
was the place where the bronze culture, an indispensable part of ancient Chinese culture, 
originated, the place where the Southern Silk Road started, and the place where the earliest 
paper currency, Jiaozi was first printed. It is listed among the first 24 state-approved historical 
and cultural cities and owns 23 state and provincial cultural relic units. 
 
25th July Chengdu 
Today there is a tour to the Daxionmai Panda Breeding Centre and the Sanxingdui Museum. 
 

Located just ten kilometres (six miles) away from downtown 
Chengdu, the Chengdu Panda Breeding Research Centre  has 
been created and imitates the pandas' natural habitat in order that 
they might have the best possible environment for rearing and 
breeding.  
 
The Centre cares also for other rare and endangered wild animals. 
Giant Pandas, Red Pandas, Black-necked Cranes, White Storks as 
well as over 20 species of rare animals are fed and bred there 
throughout the year.  
 
Additionally there is a Giant Panda Museum together with research 



laboratories and a training centre. 
 
The site at Sanxingdui  dates from the neolithic era making it as old as the Pyramids and the 
civilizations of ancient Greece and Rome. The beautiful museum now houses some of the 
most remarkable artifacts ever to be discovered from this time. On display are dozens of 
bronze objects, including human figues and heads together with gold masks making you 
wonder about the 4000 year old civilization that created them. 
 
26th July Jiuzhaigou 
This morning the group will be transferred to the airport for the flight to Jiuhaigou. 
Accommodation is in a hotel close to the park for two nights.  
 
Jiuzhaigou is located in Nanping County, 450 kilometres (about 280 miles) to the north of 
Chengdu City. Its name is due to the existence of nine stockaded villages of Tibetan origin, 
and it is always regarded as a holy mountain and river valley by the Tibetan people. 
 
In  the afternoon you have a trip to Huanglong. 
 
The Huanglong National Park is located in Songpan County, in the northwest part of Sichuan 
Province and encompasses the Huanglong and Muni Valley. It was included in the UNESCO 
world heritage list in 1992. 
 
Huanglong's major scenery is concentrated in the 3.6 kilometre (2.2 miles) long Huanglong 
Valley that includes snow-clad peaks and the easternmost glaciers in China. Due to its 
layered calcium carbonated deposit patterns, the valley resembles a golden dragon winding 
its way through the virgin forest, stone mountains and glaciers. Along the valley are scattering 
numerous colourful ponds of different sizes and shapes, which are strewn with gold colored 
limestone deposit giving a shimmering golden hue to water, so in sunlight, a golden dragon 
seems to surge forth from the forest. Thus it was named 'Huanglong Valley' (Yellow Dragon 
Valley). 
 
The Muni Valley comprises Erdao Lake and Zhaga Waterfall which is the biggest calcified 
waterfall in all China. Located in the northern part of Muni Valley, Erdao Lake is the largest in 
the area and around the lake are many underground limestone caves which connect Erdao 
Lake with other lakes in the area. The colour of Erdao Lake varies with the seasons. When 
standing by the lake, it seems very tranquil and calm; this belies a strong undercurrent that is 
very active. Erdao Lake holds attractions such as Swan Lake, Baihua Lake, etc. Beside the 
Baihua Lake, there is a mysterious cave which embraces wonderful and magnificent 
naturally-formed stalactites. Zhaga Waterfall scenic spot stretches for about five kilometres 
(three miles), where water flows around trees and trees grow in water and this scenic spot 
boasts many attractions. At the bottom of Zhaga Waterfall, there is a round-shaped stone 
onto which the waterfall cascades. In the sunlight, the spattering water is like jade, exhibiting 
wonderful colours. This is know as Jianyu Tai, splattering jade platform. 
 
Guhuashi, ancient fossils, is the place where a number of prehistoric, fossilized animals, 
plants and fish are well preserved and remain intact. Feicui (Emerald) Spring is one of the ten 
most famous springs in China due to its water’s medicinal value, and many have recovered 
from stomach sickness and arthritis after drinking or bathing in its water.  
 
27th July Jiuzhaigou 
 
Today there is a whole day excursion to Jiuzhaigou National Park - often described as the 
most beautiful and unspoilt part of China. 
 
This region covers more than 600 square kilometres (about 230 square miles), and includes 
areas such as Shuzheng Valley, Rize Valley, Zechawa Valley and Zharu Valley, etc.  
 
Jiuzhaigou is a great masterpiece of nature having dreamlike scenery and abundant natural 
resources. It combines blue lakes, waterfalls, verdant forests, snow-covered mountains, and 
the folk customs of the Tibetan and Qiang peoples. 



 
28th July Xi’an 
In the afternoon there is a flight to Xi’an, via Chengdu, where we will stay at a four star 
centrally located hotel for two nights. 
 
29th July Xi’an 
Today there is a full day tour in Xi’an taking in all the sights including the famous Terracotta 
Warriors and the Museum.  
 
On the way to the Terracotta Warriors we will make brief stops at two interesting places.  
 
At first sight, Qin Shihuang Ling looks like a very large and unimpressive mound! But this is 
the mausoleum of Ying Zheng, who unified China in 221BC and became the first Emporer of 
the Qin dynasty. Accounts describe the tomb as containing palaces with vaulted ceilings, 
many statues and rivers of mercury, but its excavation will have to wait for appropriate 
conservation methods to be developed.  
Hauqing Pool is close to Li Shan mountain where hot springs emerge and are channelled into 
bat houses and pools making it a popular retreat for Emporers and their concubines in the 8th 
century during the Tang Dynasty. There are several very typical pavilions and walkways as 
well as the very impressive Nine Dragons Lake. It was while relaxing here, in December 
1936, that General Chiang Kai Shek, the Commander of the Nationalist Army, was 
"kidnapped" by his own forces in one of the strangest incidents in the war with Japan. 
 
The cultural and historical significance of the area, as well as the abundant relics and sites, 
help Xi’an  enjoy the laudatory title of 'Natural History Museum'. The Museum of Terracotta 
Warriors and Horses is praised as 'the eighth major miracle of the world', the Mausoleum of 
Emperor Qin Shi Huang is listed on the World Heritage List, and the City Wall of the Ming 

Dynasty (1368 - 1644) is the largest and most intact Ming Dynasty castle in the world.  
 
In the city, there is the 3,000 year old Banpo Village remains from the Neolithic Age 
(approximately from 8000 BC to 5000 BC), and the Forest of Stone Steles that holds 3,000 
stone steles of different periods from the Han Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty.  
 
Around Xi’an, the Famen Temple enjoys the reputation of being the 'forefather of pagodas 
and temples in Central Shaanxi,' because it holds the finger bones of Sakyamuni -- the 
founder of Buddhism.  
 
Traditional downtown Xi’an refers to the area encircled by the city wall. The Bell Tower is the 
geographical centre of Xi’an and the four main streets are respectively Dong Dajie, Xi Dajie, 
Nan Dajie and Bei Dajie which are also the main commercial streets.  
 
In the evening we return to our hotel for our farewell dinner. 
 
30th July Return home 
Today we are transferred to the airport for our return flight to London, via Beijing. 
 
 



The cost for this trip will be £3595.00 per person , based on twin/double accommodation, and 
subject to availability. 

 
The single supplement is £295.00 
 
This includes: 
 
�  International flights in economy class with Air China. 
�  Internal flights in economy class. 
�  International airport taxes. 
�  Accommodation as described in the best available hotels. 
�  Full board throughout. 
�  Transfers throughout. 
�  All guided activities as mentioned. 
�  Local English-speaking guides. 
�  The group will be led by Astronomer and Eclipse specialist Prof. John Parkinson. 
 
 
This does not include: 
 
�  Upgrade to Business Class/First Class for £1500/£3300 per person. 
�  Visa fees. 
�  Travel insurance (Available from £87.00 per person). 
�  Tips and items of a personal nature. 
 



 
 

Your Leader – Professor John Parkinson  
 
 
�

Professor John Parkinson  is the Professor of Astrophysics at 
Sheffield Hallam University. As a world famous space scientist, 
John has always been fascinated with space and has flown 
instruments to observe the sun on many spacecraft, including the 
NASA Space Shuttle. The objectives of this work were to learn 
how the corona, the sun's outer atmosphere, is heated up to 
temperatures of several million degrees and to discover exactly 
what it is made of. 
 
 

 
Professor Parkinson has led eclipse expeditions all over the world, seeing twelve total 
eclipses, three annular eclipses and so many partial eclipses he claims he's lost count. From 
Siberia to Sumatra and Hawaii to Borneo, he's seen them all. His expedition to observe the 
1998 eclipse from Curacao in the Caribbean was the subject of the BBC TV documentary 
'Shadow Chasers' and this has now been shown in many countries around the world. John 
was the lead scientist for BBC TV's live coverage of the 1999 eclipse, which attracted a 
record-breaking 13 million viewers. In November 2003 he set out on his most ambitious 
expedition to date – to Antarctica to be the first astronomer ever to observe a total eclipse 
from the great white continent. Besides his work on eclipses John is also a failed astronaut 
and the proud owner of a Blue Peter badge. He has appeared on television many times and 
can easily be identified by his brightly coloured waistcoats and eye-catching T-shirts. 
 
John has been to China many times in the past 15 years and has built up a unique knowledge 
of the country and its history. He has worked closely with his many colleagues at the China 
National Astronomical Observatory in Beijing and at the Purple Mountain Observatory in 
Nanjing to give us the best chance of observing the 2009 eclipse successfully. 
 
If you are interested in any of our other trips, including those to see other eclipses (2008 – 
High Arctic or 2010 – Chile & Easter Island) please contact Chris Breen or Clementine Gent 
at Wildlife Worldwide on 0845 130 6982 for further details. 
 


