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TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE — EASTER ISLAND, JULY 2010

Itinerary

7™ July Depart UK
This morning the group assembles at London Heathrow in time for the Lan Chile flight to
Santiago, via Madrid. (1850-2210, 2355-0740%). * Denotes arrival next day.

8™ July Santiago (D)
Upon arrival at Santiago airport the group will be met and transferred to the Hotel Atton for
one night.

Atton El Bosque is located in a modern 18-story building with 240 spacious and cozy
climatized guest rooms with king or queen size beds, private bathroom, Cable TV, work desk,
minibar and safe deposit box.

After the group has had a chance to freshen up, there will be a welcome drink and
refreshments.

Santiago is the capital of Chile, and located in the country's central valley, at an elevation of
520 m

Approximately two decades of uninterrupted economic growth have transformed Santiago into
one of Latin America's most modern metropolitan areas, with extensive suburban
development, dozens of shopping malls, and impressive high-rise architecture. The city also
boasts some of Latin America's most modern transportation infrastructure, such as the
growing Santiago Metro and the new Costanera Norte, a toll-based highway system that
passes below downtown and connects the Eastern and Western extremes of the city in a 25-
minute drive. Santiago is headquarters to many important companies and is a regional
financial centre.

9™ July Easter Island (B,L)

This morning you will be transferred to the airport in time for the flight to Easter Island (0810-
1150). Upon arrival at Easter Island’s Airport the group will be transferred to the hotel Vai
Moana for four nights.

Easter Island is located 3,700 kilometres off the coast of
Chile and it takes five hours by air from Santiago to get there.
Based in the main town of Hanga you will visit some of the
600 mysterious stone statues, or moai, as well as other sites
that cover this isolated island, in the company of experienced
local guides. Easter Island today remains one of the most
unique places you will ever encounter; an open air ‘museum’
showcasing a fascinating, but unfortunately lost, culture. The
Rapanui are among the friendliest people you will ever meet,
and the landscape is truly amazing - with its volcanic craters,
lava formations, beaches, brilliant blue water, and
archaeological sites.

10" July (B,L,D)

After breakfast at the hotel the group has a full day excursion

visiting the archaeological centre of Akahanga, the Rano

Raraku volcano and its quarry where almost all the moai that

exist were carved, more than 300 statues in different processes of construction and one that
is 21 metres high, the equivalent to a seven story building. Ahu Tongariki, where the colossal



statues were scattered by the 1960 tidal wave. Ahu Te Pito Kura and Ngau Ngau. Picnic for
lunch at Anakena beach.

11" July (** Day of the eclipse **) (B,D)
Breakfast at the hotel. The group will then transfer to a suitable site to
view the eclipse.

Total eclipses often cross some of the most isolated places on earth
and the 11 July 2010 event fits this description perfectly!

The eclipse starts north east of New Zealand and heads across the
southern Pacific Ocean. The track makes its first significant landfall on
Easter Island where we will be expecting totality to last for over four and
a half minutes. From there it is a short hop to Chile and the totally
eclipsed sun sets soon afterwards close to the border with Argentina.

Easter Island is one of the most unique and enigmatic places in the world. Whilst the original
culture has been lost, the carved stone monoliths, or Moai, remain to remind us of former
glories. So come and join us to experience the greatest spectacle that Nature has to offer,
amongst the inspirational, thought provoking and amazing landscape of Easter Island.

12" July (B,L,D)

After breakfast at the hotel the group will have a morning half day tour to the Rano Kau
volcano, the ceremonial city of Orongo with its concentration of petroglyphs and Vinapu with
its two ahu.

Typical lunch (Umu)

In the afternoon there is a half day tour to Ahu Akivi with its 7 moai facing the sea, Caves of
Ana Tepahu and Pun-a-Pau, where the reddish stone hats or headdresses that some moai
take were carved.

13" July Santiago (B, D)
Fly back to Santiago (1250-1930) and overnight at Hotel Atton.

14™ July Putre (B,L,D)
After breakfast at the hotel the group will be transfer from the hotel to the airport to catch the
flight to Arica.

Upon arrival at Arica’s Airport the group will be met and taken on a short city tour and
excursion of the Azapa Valley, including a visit to the archaeological museum of San Miguel.

Afterwards, the group will be transferred to Putre including visit of the Lluta Valley, Pukara de
Copaquilla and Socoroma. The grou will arrrive in Putre at approximately 18:00 hrs.

The group will stay at Hosteria Las Vicunas for one night.

Originally built for mining interests, Hosteria Las Vicufias is the best option for travelers
visiting the Lago Chungara National Park.

A very simple hotel, but the only one in the area. It is the starting point to explore Lauca
National Park and its wealth of fauna and flora.

15" July Lauca National Park & Arica (B,L,D)
After breakfast the group will be transferred to Lauca
National Park, visiting the town of Chucuyo, Parinacota
and the lakes of Cotacotani and Lake Chungara. The
group will picnic in the area before being transfer back
to Arica for one night at Hotel Arica.

Lauca National Park is located in the Andes of northern
Chile. This wild and remote park is known for its
stunning scenery of volcanoes, lava fields, lakes,



calderas, and excellent birdwatching. The nearby village of Putre is located 130 kilometres
from the city of Arica at an altitude of 3500 metres. It has a wonderful setting with the
Taapaca Volcano as a backdrop, and there is accommodation in the village in a basic hostel-
style hotel. There are several pre-Inca ruins nearby as well as prehistoric caves with 5,000-
year old hand paintings. Excursions into Lauca National Park will be either by jeep or on foot,
and wildlife you could hope to see includes Vicuna, Puma, Alpaca, Guanaco, Llama,
Vizcachas, Cuy and Armadillo. Over 130 species of bird make it one of the best birding areas
in Chile. Notable species include: Puna lbis, Andean Goose, Giant Coot, Puna Tinamou,
Silvery Grebe, Crested Duck, Puna Teal, Andean Condo and Chilean Flamingo.

16" July Atacama (B,L,D)

After breakfast at the hotel the group will be transferred to the airport for the flight to Calama.
Upon arrival at Calama’s Airport the group will be met and transferred to San Pedro de
Atacama for three nights at the Kimal hotel.

The group will have lunch at a local restaurant. In the afternoon the group will visit the
museum and the Moon Valley

Dinner at a local restaurant (based on menu, excluding beverages)

The Atacama Desert of northern Chile is, at
2,500 metres above sea level, the highest
and also the driest desert in the world. This
gives the Atacama some unique features,
such as a pleasant climate year-round and
a wonderful transparency of light. The
quality of the light attracts photographers to
the dramatic lunar landscapes of volcanoes,
craters, rocks, salt flats and wetlands. In
fact the Desert looks so like the surface of
the moon that it has been used as a test
sight for lunar vehicles. The lack of
precipitation and high mineral content of the
soil means that there is a total absence of vegetation in the interior, so most plants and
animals of the region cling to the shoreline and coastal river valleys. These include: llamas,
vicunas, alpacas, Huemel Deer, mice, Grey Fox and Viscacha (the largest member of the
chinchilla family). Birds of the area include three species of flamingo (Andean, Puna, and
Chilean), Lesser Rhea, Puna Miner, Tamarugo Conebill, Black-Throated Flower—Piercer,
Giant Hummingbird and Andean Swallow. Rare and endemic birds include: Chilean
Woodstar, Coastal Miner, Thick-Billed Miner, White-Throated Earthcreeper, Slender-Billed
Finch, and Drab Seedeater. Colonies of seals, penguins, terns, gulls, cormorants, boobies,
pelicans, and oystercatchers can all be found along the coast as well.

Yet, despite its barren and inhospitable nature the Atacama is a uniquely beautiful and
atmospheric place well worth a visit if travelling to the region. There are a few oases, around
which communities have been built and the village of San Pedro is one of these. The village is
a base for desert explorations, and beyond this last outpost of human life is a truly remote and
untamed wilderness. Indigenous groups of peoples have survived in the mountains and oases
for centuries as hunters, gatherers, cattle herdsmen and shepherds. Their art and customs
are still present today in the archaeological monuments, cemeteries, churches and villages of
the region; and their traditions live on in religious festivities, crafts and folklore.

17" July (B,L,D)

After breakfast there is an excursion to the Salar de Atacama
and Toconao.

Lunch will be provided at a local restaurant.

In the afternoon there will be a visit to the church, arts & crafts
fare and Pukara de Quitor.

Dinner will be provided at a local restaurant.



18" July (B,L,D)
Today the group departs early for an excursion to the Geisers del Tatio and town of Machuca.

Lunch will be provided at a local restaurant.

19" July Santiago (B,D)
After breakfast the group will be transferred from the hotel to the airport to catch the flight
back to Santiago

Upon arrival at Santiago’s Airport the group will be met and transferred to the hotel Atton for
a two night stay.

20" July (B,L,D)
After breakfast at the hotel the group will have a full day excursion to Valparaiso and Vifia del
Mar including a visit to winery en route and lunch at seaside restaurant.

The trip is made along Route 68 towards the tunnel Lo Prado (3,000 mts. long), the fertile
valley of Curacavi with its fruit trees and vines, from where a new ascent takes placeto cross
another cord of the mountain range of the coast for entering the tunnel Zapata (1,300 mt.
long), from where the valley of Casablanca begins, devoted to the growing of grapes. The trip
continues passing by the Sanctuary of Lo Vasquez with its great church that receives a mass
peregrination on December 8" the artificial Pefiuelas lake until getting to the fork of the way
towards Valparaiso, main port of Chile, declared a World Heritage by UNESCO. The city-
port, in amphitheatre form, is located in an ample bay surrounded by high hills where the
streets, side streets, alleys and scales climb to the summit.

From the Prat wharf, the harbor activity of great boats and loading cranes can be observed.
21 de Mayo Stroll, a viewpoint located on an esplanade on the edge of the cliffs from where it
is possible to admire the immensity of the Pacific Ocean and the unusual architecture and
layout of the streets. Sotomayor Square, civic center of the city during the first third of XX
century, the ex- Intendance (1910), today Headquarters of the Chilean Navy, Monument to
the Heroes of Iquique (1886), in which crypts the rests of heroes like Prat, Condell and
Serrano lie. Prat Street framed by high buildings of financial institutions, Esmeralda street
where the building of the EI Mercurio newspaper stands out (1900), Anibal Pinto Square,
declared Typical Zone by the National Monument Council, Condell street with its old buildings
of the 1930s, the National Congress that holds the Senate and the House of Representatives.
Viewpoint of the Baron Hill, recognized by its terrace, lights and forged iron grates from where
a complete view of Valparaiso, its hills, the city, port and the bay can be obtained.

Here the trip start towards Vifia del Mar, also known as the " garden city ", with its singular
architecture. Abarca Creek, beach located in a well-covered bay is the closest to the city,
towards the clock of flowers, acquired in 1962 during the World Soccer championship that
took place in Chile. Presidential Palace (1929) place of rest of the presidents of Chile, Castillo
Wulff, one of the first exponents of the so frequent form of castle in Vifia del Mar. In the
residential districts there are beautiful houses surrounded by gardens built during the first
decades of the 20th century and inspired by the most varied architectonic styles with small



towers and viewpoints. The edge of the sea in the Peru Avenue and San Martin Avenue is
framed by a series of high buildings with their characteristic balconies opened to the ocean.
Vergara wharf (1910), visited by fishermen and people in general at the time of the sunset.
Municipal casino with its multiplicity of game rooms, shows and restaurants. Jose Francisco
Vergara Square, in the center of Vifia del Mar, Valparaiso street where the main commerce of
the city is developed, ample pedestrian stroll framed by buildings that form a continuous wall
of display cabinets and light signs, outdoor cafes and the Samoiedo confectionery, the most
traditional meeting place of the city. Alvarez Street, that goes by the side of therailroad
showing the houses of the first decade of the 20th century heading to Quinta Vergara, the
most beautiful park of the coast and of Chile with ample avenues of stroll and a beautiful
residence that today holds the Municipal Museum of Fine Arts, in addition to an amphitheatre
with a monumental stage where the Festival Internacional de la Cancién (International
Festival of Song) is performed every year in the month of February. Libertad Avenue, the
most beautiful of the city full of aged oriental plane tree which big branches form a true vault.
Corporacion Fonck Museum, with its archaeological collection of the North and center of the
country, of the mapuche culture and of the Rapa-nui culture of the Easter Island. The stroll
continues by the coastal Borgofio Av. towards the north bordering the rocks and cliffs towards
Refaca, a beach of elegant buildings, varied restaurants, discos and cafes, meeting point for
thousands of visitors during the summer season. The trip goes on towards the Higuerilla
Creek, second gastronomic nucleus of the coastal road. Amarilla Beach, center of the resort
of Concon, with its beautiful and elegant summer houses.

In the evening the group will be transferred to the Adobes de Argomedo restaurant for a
farewell dinner with a Folk show.

21% July Homeward
After breakfast at the hotel you will be transferred to the airport for your flight back to the UK
(1215-0700*, 0845-1005). * denotes arrival next day.

The cost for this trip will be £3795.00 per person , based on twin/double accommodation, and
subject to availability.

The single supplement is £400.00

The cost of the first half of the trip (Days 1-7) r  eturning on 14 th July is £2895 per person
, based on twin/double accommodation and £150 singl e supplement.

This includes:

International flights in economy class with Lan Chile.

Internal flights in economy class

International airport taxes

Accommodation as described in the best available hotels.

Full board throughout

Transfers throughout

All guided activities as mentioned

Local English-speaking guides

The group will be led by Astronomer and Eclipse specialist Prof. John Parkinson

This does not include:

Upgrade to Business Class/First Class for £1500/£3300 per person.
Visa fees

Travel insurance (Available from £87.00 per person)

Tips and items of a personal nature



Your Leader — Professor John Parkinson

Professor John Parkinson is the Professor of Astrophysics at
Sheffield Hallam University. As a world famous space scientist,
John has always been fascinated with space and has flown
instruments to observe the sun on many spacecraft, including the
NASA Space Shuttle. The objectives of this work were to learn
how the corona, the sun's outer atmosphere, is heated up to
temperatures of several million degrees and to discover exactly
what it is made of.

Professor Parkinson has led eclipse expeditions all over the world, seeing eleven total
eclipses and so many partial eclipses he claims he's lost count. From Siberia to Sumatra and
Hawaii to Borneo, he's seen them all. His expedition to observe the 1998 eclipse from
Curacao in the Caribbean was the subject of the BBC TV documentary 'Shadow Chasers' and
this has now been shown in many countries around the world. John was the lead scientist for
BBC TV's live coverage of the 1999 eclipse, which attracted a record-breaking 13 million
viewers. In November 2003 he set out on his most ambitious expedition to date — to
Antarctica to be the first person ever to observe a total eclipse from the great white continent.
Besides his work on eclipses John is also a failed astronaut and the proud owner of a Blue
Peter badge. He has appeared on television many times and can easily be identified by his
brightly coloured waistcoats and eye-catching T-shirts.



