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Founder and Managing Director of 
Wildlife Worldwide, Chris Breen, 
describes next year’s annual event…  

Festival of
Whales 2018

In 2018 our Festival of Whales is moving from Mexico 
to the fabulous Bay of Fundy, in the Maritime province 
of New Brunswick on Canada’s Atlantic coast, 
beside the US state of Maine. The Bay of Fundy is 

famous for its massive tidal range (the highest anywhere 
on earth) which creates special conditions that attract 
large numbers of whales and seabirds each summer. This 
richness of cetacean life – and, in particular, the presence 
of the endangered North Atlantic right whale – makes it an 
ideal location for this annual event. Using excellent ethical 
local suppliers, we spend an entire week watching whales.

We stay in Campbello Island at Roosevelt Campbello 
International Park – an historic private estate that was once 
the summer home of US President Franklin D Roosevelt and 
his wife Eleanor. We have taken over one of the magnificent 
turn-of-the-century wooden houses (which have been totally 
refurbished) in the spectacular grounds. 

Our whale-watching will be aboard a traditional Bay of Fundy 
fishing vessel that is run by one of the region’s best known and 
most passionate operators. Our target species are the highly 
endangered North Atlantic right whale, which was once hunted 
to the brink of extinction, and Atlantic white-sided dolphins. 
If we are lucky we may also see humpback, minke and fin 
whales, as well as harbour porpoise. 

Once again, 
our trip leader is Mark 
Carwardine, who many of you will know 
from the Festival of Whales in Baja California, the Festival 
of Bears in British Columbia, and – of course – many 
natural history radio programmes, plus the television series 
Last Chance to See with Stephen Fry, and the plethora of 
highly-acclaimed wildlife books that he has authored. 

Chris Breen, the founder of Wildlife Worldwide, will also 
accompany the trip and on at least one whale-watch we 
will be accompanied by Dr Moe Brown – the world-leading 
authority on North Atlantic right whales. Our relaxing 
evenings will consist of a full programme of talks and 
presentations, and there will be plenty of time to learn 
more about wildlife photography from Mark during the 
course of the trip. 

The Bay of Fundy is a really extraordinary place: the North 
Atlantic right whales are fabulous, as are the Atlantic 
white-sided dolphins, humpbacks, minkes and large 
numbers of seabirds. Our accommodation positively oozes 
with character, and this really has to be one of the most 
wonderful parts of Canada.
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Festival of
Whales 2018

 

Our 25th year has been exceptionally 
busy so far with – amongst other things – 
moving office. In early May we moved from 
Winchester, which has been our home for 
the last five years, to nearby Bishops Sutton 
and a newly revamped barn where we are 
better set up to receive visitors. Members 
of the Wildlife Worldwide team continue on 
their travels – either broadening or updating 
their destination knowledge, as well as 
prospecting for new trips – by visiting Spain, 
Baja California, Zambia and Zimbabwe 
amongst other places. Chris Breen is about 
to head off to the Russian Far East to join 
Mark Carwardine and the expedition crew 
aboard the Spirit of Enderby for the exciting 
voyage through the Bering Strait between 
Russia and Alaska to Wrangel Island, which 
boasts the largest population of denning 
polar bears in the world.

This brochure carries features about our 
annual Festival of Whales, which in 2018 
moves to a new location: Campobello 
Island in the Bay of Fundy in the province 
of New Brunswick on the eastern seaboard 
of Canada. It also contains an Insider’s 
Guide to leopard viewing, plus pieces on 
the wildebeest migration, Zimbabwe, Costa 
Rica, the Festival of Photography, and a new 
photography trip in Slovenia – more than  
enough to whet the appetite for the year 
ahead!

As usual, you can meet us in person as 
we tour the UK with our Discover Wildlife 
evenings this coming autumn and beyond. 
Featuring presentations by our own experts, 
together with speakers from around the 
world, these will appeal to all lovers of travel 
and nature. To check your nearest venue and 
book a place, see the back cover.

You can also find us at the Birdfair in 
Rutland, the Scottish Nature Photography 
Festival and the Luxury Travel Fair at 
Olympia. So that you can stay up-to-date 
with the latest news, plus events and special 
offers, make sure you visit our website and 
sign up to receive our regular e-newsletter.

We look forward to welcoming you on your 
next wildlife holiday.

Chris Breen, Founder

Come and visit us in our new office in 
Bishop’s Sutton located on the outskirts 
of Winchester. We are open from 9am to 
6pm Monday to Friday and during January, 
February and March on Saturday morning 
from 9am to 1pm.

Welcome

Visit Us

Festival of Whales NEW

The 2018 Festival of Whales takes place in Canada’s 
Bay of Fundy, where the world’s highest tides create a 
phenomenon that attracts rich cetacean life. 

Group, Sat 1 Sep 18
9 days, from £5,295

Festival of Wildlife Borneo 2017
This June a team from Wildlife Worldwide travelled to Borneo 
for our Festival of Wildlife. According to the participants and 
experts who accompanied the trip this was a resounding 
success and much enjoyed by all. Highlights included 
sightings of orang-utan, binturong, red leaf monkey, orchid 
mimic mantis, Sumatran pit viper and numerous exotic bird 

species. In-between wildlife walks, Nick Mackman and YeeTing Wong led sculpture and 
painting masterclasses, while Nick Garbutt and Alex Hyde shared their photography 
skills, and celebrity naturalists Nick Baker and Nigel Marven entertained and shared 
their knowledge of the forest’s creepy crawlies and reptiles.

“The Festival was superb, the experts, Wildlife Worldwide team, local guides and the 
lodge were all world class. “

Mr B – June 2017

All holiday prices in this brochure are based on two people sharing, including flights from the UK, 
accommodation and transfers (except where specified). Prices are correct at time of going to print. 
For full details call our expert wildlife team. 
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Insider’s Guide
Where to see Leopards 

Leopards have long captured the imagination – not 
just for big cat admirers, but all wildlife enthusiasts. 
And it’s easy to see why! At times they can seem 
like harmless moggies, but in the blink of an eye 

they become vicious and adept predators. Regardless of 
whether you see them sprawled along the branch of a tree 
or stalking their prey, these majestic felines are captivating 
and particularly photogenic in the wild. 

However, leopards have a reputation of being somewhat 
elusive, so it’s important to know where to find these 
magnificent creatures. Not knowing where to look for them can 
lead to hours of fruitless searching for these crafty big cats. 
Over the course of more than 20 years, our team has travelled 
to and experienced a multitude of destinations to find the best 
places to see leopards. Inevitably this quest has taken us to 
Africa, but also further afield to South Asia. So, what are these 
places, I hear you ask? Well, while no wildlife sighting can ever 
be guaranteed, the locations described below are certainly 
leopard hotspots. 

Any discussion about where to see leopards has to include 
Zambia, which is not only famed for its staggering biodiversity, 
but is a particular hotspot for them. Of Zambia’s various 
national parks, two in particular stand out as being the most 
reliable for leopard sightings – South Luangwa and the Lower 
Zambezi. 

South Luangwa National Park is often heralded as the best 
place to see leopards, and there is much data to support this 
claim as it is arguably home to the highest naturally-occurring 
population. The Luangwa Valley provides a perfect habitat and 
offers large numbers of prey species, so leopard sightings can 
be prolific here. The optimum time to visit to see leopards is 
the dry season i.e. from June until early November. Having 
visited the valley recently in June, I was encouraged to see that 
sightings were excellent even at the start of the dry season. 

Once again in Zambia – but maybe more surprisingly – the 
Lower Zambezi National Park is another excellent location to 
see these iconic felines. For years the Lower Zambezi was a 
forgotten wilderness often bypassed by travellers to Zambia. 
However, things have changed in recent years as increasingly 
good sightings have attracted a select number of visitors. 
Nowadays the Lower Zambezi’s wildlife is arguably just as 
good as that in the more famous South Luangwa. On my recent 
trip to the Lower Zambezi, we were lucky enough to see seven 
leopards in 24 hours! 

However, leopards are by no means confined to Africa. 
Excellent leopard-watching experiences can also be had on 
the Indian sub-continent. The hills of Jawai, in the state of 
Rajasthan, are home to a concentrated population of leopards. 
The rocky outcrops and vegetation of this sprawling wilderness 
are so suitable that Jawai is now home to one of the world’s 
largest densities of these big cats, although they are found 
throughout India – even in urban locations.

Further south, the teardrop-shaped island of Sri Lanka is 
another intriguing destination for leopards, and Yala National 
Park, the island’s oldest wildlife reserve, is renowned for its 
sightings. Yala’s leopards are the largest individuals in the 
world – significantly larger than their African cousins – to the 
extent that they are considered to be a separate sub-species. 
Furthermore, recent murmurings from Wilpattu National Park 
in northwest Sri Lanka suggest that it is becoming increasingly 
good for leopards – something we will have to keep an eye on!

These are just some of the top locations in which to see and 
photograph leopards, but certainly not the only ones. We are 
always on the lookout for new and exciting destinations to see 
these majestic cats! 

Product Executive Chris Smith gives 
some tips on where to see these 
spotted felines…
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India’s Wild Cats

Join expert wildlife 
photographer Nick Garbutt 
to see and photograph 
two of India’s most iconic 
predators, combining 
Kanha National Park for 
tiger, and Jawai Hills, 
known for its leopard 
population.

Group, Thu 22 Mar 18
14 days, from £6,795

Leopards of Luangwa

Our single most popular 
safari, based in South 
Luangwa National Park, 
home to the world’s 
highest naturally occurring 
population of leopard.

Trip Idea, May - Nov
11 days, from £5,395

Elephants, Blue Whales & 
Leopards

A fabulous itinerary 
focusing on elephants in 
Udawalawe National Park, 
leopards in Yala National 
Park, and blue whales off 
Sri Lanka’s southern coast.

Trip Idea, Nov - Apr
10 days, from £2,795
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The world’s greatest wildlife 
spectacle should be top of 
everyone’s bucket list! The 
eternal cyclical movement 

of millions of zebra and wildebeest 
is a truly magnificent sight – and 
easy to reach too. The great herds 
are visible all year round on East 
Africa’s endless rolling grass plains, 
where they have migrated in search 
of food and water throughout the 
millennia. 

Vast trains of zebra and wildebeest, 
stretching as far as the eye can 
see, are accompanied by smaller 
gazelles and other antelopes, and of 
course predators. Their movement is 
determined by hunger, instinct, and 
the rains that bring lush new grass. On 
reaching fresh pastures they pause, 
grazing for up to sixteen hours a day 
– stripping the land before moving on 
once again. 

This journey is not without its hazards, 
as some of the world’s top predators 
(lion, leopard, hyena, wild dog, jackal 
and birds of prey) stalk or ambush the 
herds, and prehistoric crocodiles lurk in 
the murky waters beneath the famous 
river crossing points. Yet, there is safety 
in numbers, with most wildebeest 
making the journey, then giving birth 
in the south-eastern Serengeti over a 
very short period of time in January 
and February. Thus nature ensures that 
the effect of predation is overcome, and 
no less than half a percent of new-born 
calves are taken during this time. So, 
although many a life is lost, millions live 
on, creating what remains every wildlife 
lover’s dream – the greatest wildlife 
show on the planet!

Practicalities

Where you choose to view the 
migration depends on which month 
you travel, but you can often be out 
following the herds by lunchtime the 
day after you leave home. And with 
south-north flights to East Africa, the 
lack of jet lag even makes it possible to 
see the migration over a long weekend!

Options to stay in a luxury tented camp, 
lodge, or assisted camping are all 
available in both the Masai Mara and 
the Serengeti . However, it’s generally 
necessary to book over a year in advance 
to be sure to secure the camp or lodge 
you wish at the time when the migration 
is passing through (especially if you want 
to be near a river crossing). Occasionally 
however, last minute spaces do become 
available, and it’s worth noting that 
the grass plains support plenty of 
resident animals, which remain once 
the migration has moved on – at which 

time many camps and lodges offer 
significantly lower rates.

Migration Special

Trip Idea, Jun-Oct
10 days, from £5,645

The Migration 
The Greatest Wildlife Show on Earth

Serengeti 
National 

Park

August

July

June

September

October

May

April
Nov/Dec

Loliondo
 National 

Park

Ngorongoro 
Conservation 

Area

Arrive and stay until 
late Mar

Herds begin 
migrating north

Short grass 
wildebeest - calves 

born Feb
Maswa
Game

Reserve

Grumeti 
Controlled 

Area

Grumeti 

Mara

Ikorongo 
Controlled 

Area

Masai Mara 
Game Reserve
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There’s a new buzz surrounding one 
of my favourite wildlife hotspots, and 
a recent trip confirmed that it’s still 
one of Africa’s best safari destinations.  

Zimbabwe is back on the map – with comfortable 
new camps and concessions springing up 
everywhere to showcase the country’s wildlife. I 
know the country well, but on this trip I discovered 
a wonderful new secret – the virtually unknown 
Gonarezhou, “Place of the Elephants”, which has long 
been on my bucket list!  

Hwange, Zimbabwe’s largest national park, was literally full 
of elephants and the brand new Somalisa Camp is the place 
to go for a truly fabulous experience, as herd after herd comes 
to drink from the camp’s waterhole. 

 A short flight to Mana Pools offers a different river-based 
safari. Once again, huge numbers of elephant are attracted 
from far afield to the mighty Zambezi River. Here, walking 
safaris and boat safaris are the highlight, allowing close 
encounters with wily old bulls and matriarchs protecting their 
young.

Hwange and Mana Pools are both great safari destinations 
– whether you stay in a mainstream lodge or prefer the 
exclusivity that a private concession provides; combined, they 
make an excellent wet and dry safari. 

However, Gonarezhou – the aptly named “Place of the 
Elephants” – was undoubtedly the highlight. Here, in a largely 
forgotten corner of the country, set against a backdrop of 
spectacular red cliffs, huge herds of elephant roam a vast 
wilderness – not the gentle tuskers we had seen up north, 
but feisty matriarchs intent on chasing us away, and isolated 
groups of rambunctious bachelors – elephants with character 
and attitude galore! Gonarezhou is a place for connoisseurs, 
and for anyone who wants to escape the crowds. It’s my new 
favourite safari location – peaceful, beautiful, wild and untamed 
– just like its eccentric elephants. The Place of the Elephants 
didn’t fail to impress – but shhhhh, let’s keep it our secret! 

To plan your holiday to Zimbabwe contact Amanda and the 
team, or if you are a keen photographer why not join our new 
Wild Dogs & Elephants Photography trip departing in November 
2018?

Shhhhh! 
The Secret Place of the Elephants

Senior Travel Consultant 
Amanda DeSimone 
quietly extols the virtues 
of her latest find…

Wings over Zimbabwe

From the imposing 
spectacle of Victoria Falls, 
you head to Hwange, 
renowned for its herds of 
elephant and buffalo, Lake 
Kariba and Matudsadona, 
Matudsadona, before 
continuing to Mana Pools in 
the Lower Zambezi.

Trip Idea, Apr-Oct
11 days, from £5,895

African Adventure: 
Zimbabwe, Botswana & 
Namibia NEW 

Starting at Victoria Falls, 
explore southern Africa’s 
wildlife-rich national parks, 
including Hwange, Matobo, 
Chobe and the serene 
Okavango Delta. 

Group, Jun-Dec
17 days, from £5,095
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Director Nick Joynes recalls 
his recent family adventure to 
Costa Rica.

All the family in 
Costa Rica

Natural Highlights

Wildlife abounds on this exceptional trip 
to see Costa Rica’s diverse flora and 
fauna. Highlights include the canals of 
Tortuguero, Arenal’s howler monkeys, 
birdwatching in Monteverde’s cloud 
forests, canopy walkways and idyllic 
beaches. 

Trip Idea, Jan-Dec
14 days, from £2,995

Travelling overseas with 
a young family can be as 
daunting as it is exciting 
and rewarding, and having 

travelled to South Africa in 2015, 
my wife and I decided our next 
adventure should introduce our 
seven-year-old daughters to the 
Americas. 

We had both long wanted to travel to 
Costa Rica, and it was an easy decision 
– the country offers fabulous wildlife 
and a range of brilliant family activities 
too – it’s perfect for an adventure in 
nature.

On the Caribbean coast at Tortuguero, 
we kayaked through narrow waterways 
where dense forest hung over us 
and we lost count of the kingfishers, 
scarlet macaws and howler monkeys 
scampering from one branch to 
another. Highlights were the sloths and 
river otters – which rolled and tumbled 
in and out of the water beside us.

A light aircraft flew us to Arenal for a 
morning’s zip-wiring through the forest 
canopy at the base of the volcano, 
followed by a local chocolate tour. 
This certainly ticked the ‘been there 
and done it’ box, but the walk to the 
local waterfalls where we swam in 
the plunge pool was a definite natural 
highlight – as was the guided walk over 
a series of hanging bridges that allowed 
us to observe the smaller wildlife. My 
daughters became obsessed by the 
life of leaf-cutter ants, and must have 
spent around half an hour watching 
a highway of ants carrying scraps of 
leaves to their nest.

We crossed Arenal Lake, in the shadow 
of the great volcano and then wound 
our way up to the cloud forest of 
Monteverde. A nightwalk rewarded us 
with more sloths, spiders, insects and 
a nine-banded armadillo. The hanging 
bridges introduced us to a canopy rich in 
colour and activity, where hummingbirds 
and quetzals mesmerised us. 

To complete our east/west crossing 
of Costa Rica, we spent our last few 
nights on the Pacific Coast for a much 
needed period of relaxation at the end 
of a fascinating adventure.

Our daughters returned to the UK 
with their heads filled with incredible 
memories – flying around a volcano, 
zipping through cloud forest canopy, 
kayaking along forest waterways and 
numerous videos, pictures and stories 
about tarantulas, poisonous millipedes, 
leaf-cutter ants, sloths, turtles and 
monkeys to share with their classmates 
and teachers at school – perfect for the 
ultimate school project!

Costa Rica Family Adventure

Trip Idea, Jan-Dec
16 days, from £3,395
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Travel consultant Helen Bryon is still 
buzzing from her first whale watching 
experience…

Brilliant Baja

Sea monsters on the horizon! - was the shout 
from above the Captain’s bridge where the crew 
had been earnestly scanning the horizon on an 
absolutely glorious day. Dashing out on deck, we 

could see blowholes all around us. The distinctive 45 
degree angle of the spray could mean only one thing, 
sperm whales…and not just one!

Our trip down the Pacific side of the Baja Peninsula had 
produced sightings of blue and Bryde’s whales, numerous 
dolphins, pinnipeds galore and fabulous birding. And that’s not 
all. The most humbling yet exhilarating chance to interact with 
grey whales in San Ignacio lagoon was quite frankly, a wildlife 
experience like no other, and certainly one that I will forever 
treasure.

As you stretch out, desperate to feel their silky skin, absolutely 
nothing can prepare you for the moment these gentle giants lift 
their heads out of the water and come towards you. Eye to eye 
with these magnificent creatures, reactions ranged from silent 
tears of joy, beaming grins and giggling like excitable school kids 
to maniacal shrieks of “yeeeeesssss!” 

A rare sighting of eastern tropical Pacific orcas then welcomed 
us into the Sea of Cortez followed by the most incredible show. 
All day humpbacks of varying shapes and sizes took us through 
a full repertoire of behaviour including flipper slapping, lob 
tailing, spy hopping and breaching. You name it, they did it! 

Next up came swimming with whale sharks and sealions, 
jumping thresher sharks, bottlenose dolphins, pelican fly-bys, 
magnificent frigate birds, albatross, dwarf sperm whales, Cortez 
garden eels, rattleless rattlesnakes, turtles, flying fish, red-billed 
tropicbirds and flying mobula rays. From sun-up to sundown we 
were well and truly spoilt.

All in all, we were in the most wonderful, isolated bubble for 
two weeks. No wifi, no phones, no outside world. Just us and 
spectacular nature. Flawless. Priceless. Perfection. 

Great Whales of Mexico’s Pacific 
Coast

Come face-to-face with grey whales 
in San Ignacio Lagoon, see highly 
endangered Guadalupe fur seals and 
observe blue, sperm, Bryde’s and 
humpback whales on this trip of a 
lifetime on board the Searcher.

Group, Sat 7 Apr 18
10 days, from £4,995

Pure and simple
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Yukon

British 
Columbia Alberta

Manitoba

Newfoundland 

& Labrador

New 
Brunswick

Quebec

Canada offers incredible scenery and spectacular wildlife. From coast to coast, the wild landscapes 
are home to bears galore, including black – and its subspecies the Kermode, or spirit bear – plus 
brown or grizzly and polar bears, while the remote fjords and oceans attract a wealth of whales and 
dolphins. Our wildlife experts have excellent knowledge of Canada’s wildlife hotspots, and are on 
hand to tailor your holiday to this extraordinary region. 

A Taste of Canada

Manitoba

Manitoba is known for its polar bear populations in the 
remote northern tundra, between the Churchill River 
and the shore of Hudson Bay, and is considered to be 
one of the best places to see the Aurora Borealis. 

Classic Polar Bears
Oct-Nov
7 days from £5,995

Alberta

Alberta, home of the spectacular Canadian Rockies, 
offers exceptional self-drive routes to enjoy the 
stunning scenery, where you may see black bear, 
caribou, moose and mountain goats. 

Whales & Mountains
May-Sep
14 days from £2,845

British Columbia

British Columbia is the premier bear-
watching region in Canada, home to 
brown (or grizzly), black and its sub-
species the spirit bear. It is also renowned 
for whale watching, with orca, grey and 
minke whales, all native to the coast. 

The Bear Essentials
May-Oct 
8 days from £4,345

Find out more about our Africa holidays visit www.wildlifeworldwide.com10



Yukon

British 
Columbia Alberta

Manitoba

Newfoundland 

& Labrador

New 
Brunswick

Quebec

Newfoundland

Newfoundland is one of world’s best whale watching 
locations, where 22 species of whale feed along 
the coast. Seabirds, including puffins, gannets and 
kittiwakes, are also in abundance. 

Humpback Whales in Newfoundland 
Jun-Aug
5 days from £1,645

Québec

Québec is a beautiful region of Canada with unspoilt 
wilderness and a variety of wildlife, including black bear, 
moose and beaver. Marine life such as blue, beluga and 
minke whales can all be seen in the Saint Lawrence River. 

Québec’s Bears, Whales & Moose
Jun-Sep
9 days from £2,345

Yukon

The Yukon’s pristine nature ensures exceptional wildlife 
watching on the border of Alaska, with caribou, Arctic fox 
and Canadian lynx all seen in the province. Elsewhere, 
you can find black bear, brown bear and moose. 

Yukon’s Ice Bears 
Sep-Oct
15 days from £10,595

New Brunswick

New Brunswick is a migration hotspot 
for seabirds and whales, including fin, 
minke and humpback whales, as well 
as the rare North Atlantic right whale. 

Northern Right Whales of New Brunswick
Jun-Aug
5 days from £1,545

WE CREATE OUTSTANDING WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS

Our website features a choice of over 40 locations 
throughout Canada to inspire your wildlife holiday
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Night on a  
Bear Mountain 

Team member and photographer,  
Bret Charman bares his soul about 
bear-watching in Slovenia…

For some reason Slovenia doesn’t 
really seem to be on the tourism radar 
as yet, and for the life of me I can’t 
work out why. Anyway, long may it 

continue! For this must be one of Europe’s most 
beautiful countries, filled with towering peaks, 
idyllic lakes, near endless forests, traditional 
wildflower meadows, and an incredible network 
of caves.

In May of this year I was given the opportunity 
to explore the delights of the Dinaric Alps, in 
Slovenia’s south. A wealth of wildlife calls these 
forested hills home, but one species in particular 
was the focus of my visit – the European brown 
bear. Slovenia is home to somewhere between 500 
and 700 bears, and I spent five fantastic days in the 
Notranjska and Kočevska regions, photographing 
these bears from purpose-built hides.

As you sit in the hide, waiting quietly, your senses 
begin to heighten. As the view from any hide is 
limited, it’s your hearing that seems to go into 
overdrive. A small crack makes you sit bolt upright, 
alert to a movement somewhere in the surrounding 
trees. Was it a bear? I can’t see anything, but it 
must be a bear - surely? What seems like an hour 
passes (in fact it’s only a minute or so), when 
a pair of ears appears from behind a slight rise 
in the ground. A young bear wanders into view, 
tentatively pausing every few yards, as if alert to 
my presence in the hide. As the seconds tick by 
the bear gradually relaxes and starts to go about 
its business. This was just the first night in one of 
many hides in which I saw a number of wonderful 
bears. 

I think it’s safe to say that Slovenia is now one of 
my favourite wildlife destinations. You can’t ask for 
any more than great sightings, wonderful food and 
stunning surroundings. So, if you want to discover 
the delights of Slovenia for yourself, be sure to join 
me in 2018 for our NEW photographic adventure. 

Slovenia Bear Photography NEW

Group, Fri 4 May 18 – 6 days, from £1,845

Wildlife Photography Tours
Join award-winning photographers on our 
extensive collection of wildlife photography 
holidays and workshops across the UK and 
around the world.

See our website for full details & request a 
copy of our NEW dedicated brochure.

 

Photography  
Tours
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Festival of Wildlife 
Photography 
South Georgia

There’s a bit more to it than point and 
shoot, as award-winning photographer, 
Nick Garbutt explains…

It’s easy to think that by setting foot on a beach in South Georgia, 
surrounded by thousands of king penguins and elephant seals, 
you’d be guaranteed good photographs. After all, the amazing 
spectacle on beaches such as Salisbury Plain and St Andrews 

Bay is often quoted amongst the world’s great wildlife wonders. 
Surely great images are a certainty?

Well, this is a rather naïve perspective. Taking photos that impress your 
friends and neighbours might be a given, but coming home with a portfolio 
of top-notch images that really conveys the grandeur and impact of South 
Georgia is somewhat more challenging. Ironically, the problem often relates 
to the teeming masses of wildlife and scale of the surroundings – it can be 
difficult to see the wood for the trees, so to speak. 

Here a bit of expert help and guidance can make all the difference. When 
will a telephoto shot be the best choice, or when would a wideangle lens 
be a more suitable alternative? What shutter speed works best to freeze 
action or convey movement? What aperture will isolate the subject from the 
background, or should other elements be included in the composition for 
more impact? 

These are the decisions professional photographers make every time 
they take a camera out of their bag, and often these choices have to be 
made in the blink of an eye, so as not to miss an opportunity. Working a 
camera effectively is a bit like driving a car: as a beginner it seems almost 
impossibly complex to remember everything and do it properly in the 
right order, but with practice it becomes second nature. We all drive our 
cars now without a second thought. Professional photographers use their 
cameras in a similar way. 

Our Festival of Wildlife Photography voyage to South Georgia offers the 
chance to immerse yourself in all aspects of photography in a location 
that is sure to provide an endless stream of opportunities and inspiration. 
Professional photographer Alex Hyde and I will provide exclusive help, plus 
all the hands-on assistance you need during shore excursions, to maximize 
your opportunities, and will continue our tuition back on board the ship with 
daily presentations and workshops.

Festival of Photography

Group, Thu 1 Nov 18
17 days, from £8,895 (excluding international flights)
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A Better View

“My first piece of Swarovski kit was 
a spotting ‘scope that I was given 
for my birthday many years ago – I 
still have it, it’s fantastic. At the 
time I had a good pair of binoculars, 
but they weren’t Swarovskis, and I 
struggled to justify selling them and 
upgrading. The problem was solved 
when – together with all of my 
camera equipment – my binoculars 
were stolen. It wasn’t exactly one 
of my greatest travel experiences, 
but it did give me carte blanche to 
get whatever binoculars I wanted, 
and there was only one solution… 
Swarovskis. 
 
I have now been using Swarovski 
binoculars for around a decade. My 
latest ones are the glorious 8x32 
ELs, which are lightweight and 
extremely easy to carry – I take 
them with me on every trip (most 
recently to the pristine forests of 
Malaysia’s Borneo Rainforest Lodge 
in the heart of the Sabah jungle), 
and I can vouch personally for their 
crispness and precision. Their light-
gathering capacity is extraordinary, 
and I use them at both dawn and 
dusk, and even on night safaris 
when others struggle. 
 
I wouldn’t want to travel with any 
other.”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EL 8x32 binoculars combine an ample 141-metre field of view with 
an 8x magnification, which enables you to view a steady image in 
any situation. 

www.swarovskioptik.com

with Swarovski Optik
Chris Breen, our Managing Director, 
reviews Swarovski’s EL32 binoculars 
after extensive use around the world.

25 years experience of designing the finest wildlife holidays14



In this issue we put our questions to 
Travel Consultant, Helen Bryon... Helen is a 
self-confessed Africa junkie, although her 
travel experience far more widespread!

Where in the world is your favourite wildlife location? 
Africa. I was fortunate to grow up in Botswana, and my love 
for this incredible continent is deep-rooted. Sitting around a 
campfire, beer in hand, bare feet in the sand, star gazing and 
listening to hippos, lions and hyenas after a day of wildlife 
viewing…that to me is heaven. 

Top three bucket list wildlife experiences. 
That’s tough, but my top three would be jaguars, swimming 
with humpbacks in the Dominican Republic, and bears, bears, 
bears – of any variety!

What’s been your favourite wildlife discovery?
The small stuff. The longer you live in the bush, the more you 
notice. Learning to track animals was a revelation and it was 
a slow burner, but birds really grew on me. I also became 
fascinated by arthropods. 

What is your favourite species? 
I’m a big cat girl through and through, but whales are creeping 
up there!

How did you first get into working in travel? 
After taking two years out to backpack around the world before 
university, I finished my degree and joined a travel company 
with the intention of staying for one or two years. 16 years later 
I was still there! I left to follow my dream and become a field 
guide in Africa, and now I’m combining my two loves; wildlife 
and travel. 

Which wildlife destination has most surprised you? 
Baja California! I had never even heard about interacting with 
grey whales before joining Wildlife Worldwide. I was captivated 
from the first video Chris Breen showed me and immediately 
broke out in goose bumps. Little did I know that the grey whales 
were just the start of it. I was absolutely blown away by the 
sheer volume and variety of marine life around the peninsula. 
See page nine to read about Helen’s Baja experience. 

Meet The 
Wildlife Team

Which three items would you never travel without? 
My passport, my camera and an open mind. 

If money were no object, where would you travel to 
on your next holiday? 
It would be an Americas extravaganza! I’d start off by returning 
to the Galapagos before popping down to the Pantanal in Brazil 
to see some jaguars. Next up, Torres del Paine in Chile for 
pumas, and then a boat down to Antarctica and South Georgia. 
Finally, I’d head north for some bears in British Colombia and 
polar bears in Alaska. I don’t want much..!

Although much of your week is spent arranging 
holidays, what do you do in your spare time? 
It’s all about my friends and family. Spending quality time in the 
garden or on the beach surrounded by my favourite people… 
and dogs. Lots and lots of dogs!

Where next? 
Guyana I hope!
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www.wildlifeworldwide.com

Long Barn South, Sutton Manor Farm, Bishop’s Sutton, 
Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0AA, United Kingdom 

Over 300 locations worldwide,  
handpicked for the best wildlife viewing.

  25 years of creating the finest wildlife holidays
 Knowledgeable & passionate team of wildlife experts
 Flexible tailor-made holidays
 Small group wildlife & birding trips worldwide
 Committed to conservation & responsible tourism
 Expert local naturalist guides
 Peace of mind - 24 hour on-call service 
 100% independent
 100% financial protection

We create outstanding

wildlife holidays

Wildlife Worldwide is part of The Natural Travel Collection 
Ltd, a small independent travel company that places a 
special emphasis on sustainable tailor-made holidays.

Discover Wildlife - Evenings to inspire
Featuring presentations by our own wildlife experts together with guest 
speakers from around the world, our Discover Wildlife evenings appeal to 
all nature and travel lovers.

You can expect to see wonderful imagery and hear stirring stories about 
remarkable destinations. If you would like some inspiration for your next 
wildlife holiday, you will have the opportunity to meet our team and share 
your experiences with like-minded travellers.

The evenings are completely free of charge. To book your place complete 
the registration form online or contact our expert Wildlife team.  
www.wildlifeworldwide.com/events

2017 Dates Discover Wildlife Presentations Location

Thu 28 Sep Discover Baja & Beginners Guide to 
Birding Norwich

Thu 5 Oct Discover Spitsbergen & Uganda Edinburgh             

Tue 10 Oct Discover Baja & Beginners Guide to 
Birding Winchester    

Wed 18 Oct Discover Alaska & Baja, Mexico Oxford  

Wed 25 Oct Discover Alaska & British Columbia Exeter   

Tue 7 Nov Discover Baja & Photographing Bears in 
Finland London 

Thu 23 Nov Discover Africa – Namibia & Zambia Salisbury 

Wed 29 Nov Discover Namibia & Photographing Bears 
in Finland St Albans

Further dates to follow for 2018.

Save 
The Dates

Visit us at the following exhibitions
Birdfair 
Egleton Nature Reserve, Rutland Water, Marquee 6 - stand 25-27 
18-20 August

Scottish Nature Photography Festival 
Battleby Centre, Perth 
9-10 September

The Luxury Travel Fair 
London Olympia, stand D28 
2-5 November

For further details visit www.wildlifeworldwide.com


