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NAMIBIA
With Jonathan & Angie Scott

Dunes washed pastel shades of yellow and orange 
nestle among mountains painted earth-brown 
and purple by the setting sun. The stark beauty 
of the landscape gives an edge to photographs 

taken here. Add to that the magnificence of scimitar-horned 
gemsbok standing like ancient knights on the hillsides, or 
cantering effortlessly through valleys of dunes, and you will 
have discovered a wilderness like few others. 

A safari to Namibia not only gets you away from the madding crowd 
of more familiar safari destinations, it promises a mix of sublime 
landscapes with a chance to enjoy viewing Africa’s big game in a 
very different setting. Our journey will take us to Hoanib Skeleton 
Coast Camp where we can search for desert-adapted elephant, 
giraffe, gemsbok and springbok - and enjoy a scenic drive and 
flight to savour the wonder of the Skeleton Coast with its enormous 
seal colonies. We filmed in Namibia for the BBC’s Dawn to Dusk TV 
series that I presented, and loved our visit to this area. 

We then fly north to the incomparable Serra Cafema Camp 
overlooking the Kunene River, which separates Namibia from 
Angola. This is our chance to explore the wonders of the sand 
dunes and the rugged Hartman Valley, with a chance to ride dune 
buggies and visit the Himba people for some great photographic 
opportunities. 

We end our trip with a visit to the Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF) 
of which Angie and I are patrons. There are more cheetahs in 
Namibia than anywhere else in Africa - and you will never be closer 
to these beautiful spotted cats than this. Test your photographic skills 
as CCF staff put the cheetahs through a morning exercise routine to 
display their phenomenal sprinting talents and keep them fit. 

We visited Namibia in 2013 and 2014, and very much look forward 
to hosting this safari in 2016.

Jonathan Scott

Join acclaimed wildlife photographers Jonathan and Angie on an 
exclusive 12-day small group trip to Namibia in July 2016, travelling 
by light aircraft to visit Hoanib Skeleton Coast Camp, Serra Cafema 
and the Cheetah Conservation Fund near Otjiwarongo, with a night 
in Windhoek at the end.

Small group departure, 3 Jul 2016
12 days, from £ 10,495

Namibia has always been one of our favourite safari destinations, 
a desert landscape like no other. There are few places on earth 
so sparsely populated, yet so strikingly beautiful - less than two 
million people in a country four times the size of Britain. 
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A warm welcome to our latest brochure.

At the end of another busy summer - marked as always by our annual attendance at the utterly 
absorbing and ever-growing Birdfair at Rutland Water - autumn is already upon us!

Here, our thoughts are turning to the forthcoming autumn/winter series of inspirational Discover 
Wildlife evenings, which began in Carlisle - a new venue for us - and Edinburgh in early October. 
In London, we will as usual take a stand at the Luxury Travel Fair at Olympia in November, so if 
you’re in need of some ideas or simply wish to discuss your holiday plans, make a date to pop in 
and see our team of experts. 

On a personal note, I’ve just returned from another mesmerising encounter with grizzly bears 
in British Columbia, which you can read about herein. I’m also delighted that the 2017 Festival 
of Wildlife in Borneo has attracted such gratifying interest since its release -  we’re currently 
working on a number of exciting extensions to tempt you further (watch this space!).  And last, 
but by no means least, inside you can peruse our latest plans to expand the range of photography 
trips we offer.

Happy travelling! 

Chris Breen, Founder

We take great pride in creating outstanding wildlife holidays for you. Our team of wildlife experts 
explore destinations around the world to ensure we give you the finest wildlife encounters. We 
offer tailor-made itineraries to suit your personal requirements, and small group holidays with 
like-minded wildlife enthusiasts.

Don’t just take our word for it …here is some recent feedback  
from our clients…
This was our first out and out wildlife trip. The whole trip was brilliantly organised - everything 
went very smoothly. We were met promptly at every stage and given full information about our 
itinerary. All of our accommodation made us very welcome and most importantly the wildlife 
guides in both the Amazon and the Galapagos were superb!

Dave A travelled to Ecuador & Galapagos in Sep 2015

Beautiful destination with wonderful wildlife and stunning scenery. The local guides were great 
and all went over and above to ensure their guests had as good an experience as possible, 
exceeding our expectations on everything, including wildlife sightings. Staff at Wildlife Worldwide 
were thorough and helpful in packaging together the trip I wanted, it was a pleasure talking to 
them about wildlife destinations. It was also nice to receive such well thought out information on 
our destination prior to the trip, including a species list.

Rosie S travelled to Sweden in Aug 2015

We are based in the charming and historic city of Winchester and welcome you to visit us in our 
central offices. We are open from 9am to 6pm Monday to Friday and on Saturday morning from 
9am to 1pm during January, February and March.

WELCOME

TAILORED FOR YOU

VISIT US
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A frica is home to large predators such as lion, 
leopard, cheetah, hyena and wild dog. Each 
occupies a separate niche, but all play a role 
in eliminating sick, weak and elderly animals, 

thereby helping to maintain natural balance. The complex 
relationships and constant struggle between them mean that 
each has developed different strategies to survive.

Lionesses do most of the hunting for their pride, while the male 
watches over cubs. Females make more effective hunters, as they 
are smaller, swifter, and more agile, and hunt as a group to stalk 
and bring down prey. Typically, several encircle a herd and target 
the nearest animal. The attack is short and powerful, catching the 
victim with a rush and final leap, and killing it by strangulation 
or biting its mouth and nostrils to asphyxiate it. They eat in situ, 
sharing the kill among themselves.

If the kill is larger, they may drag it back to the pride area, 
behaving aggressively while trying to eat as much as possible. 
The male often dominates and is more likely to share the kill with 
the cubs than with the females, although it rarely shares anything 
it kills by itself. Surprisingly, lions prefer to scavenge when 
possible, and carrion provides more than 50% of their diet.

In most wilderness areas lions top the predator chain, however a 
large clan of hyenas may intimidate them, causing them to stay 
out of the way, and sometimes even chasing them off kills. This 
happens only with female lions, as hyenas are wary of a male lion 
and generally give it a wide berth.

Although similar in appearance to dogs, hyenas are related to 
cats. Spotted hyenas - the largest species - live in clans of up to 
80 individuals, led by females. With good hearing and excellent 
night vision, they are fast and can run for long distances without 
tiring. Packs work together to isolate a sick or elderly herd 
animal, then pursue it to the death, often squabbling over the 
dismembered kill.

While lions and hyenas battle it out at the top, the cheetah 
occupies the bottom rung. Although fast over short distances, 
they lack stamina and use up most of their energy in the chase, 
so have to rest before feeding. A cheetah is not strong enough to 

defend itself if other predators move in, and even a lowly jackal is 
capable of stealing a kill from a single cheetah.

As a result cheetah kills are clean affairs - they suffocate their 
victim after bringing it down, thereby preventing the smell of 
blood from attracting other predators. Then, after resting they 
feed quickly before others pick up the scent.

Both lion and hyena will also steal a leopard kill if they can, so 
leopards often drag their kill into a tree where they can store it 
and feed at leisure. Except in isolated cases, most other predators 
do not climb trees, so the meal remains safe from scavengers.

Leopards are cunning and stealthy, and their prey ranges from 
fish and reptiles to small and medium-sized mammals. While 
stalking, a leopard slinks through the bush until close enough to 
launch its attack. However, when not hunting, it can move through 
a herd of antelope without disturbing them, simply by flipping its 
tail over its back to reveal the white underside - an indication that 
it is not looking for prey. 

Highly intelligent and social, wild dogs live in packs of up to 20 
strong. These are the most ruthless and efficient of all hunters 
- their prey rarely escapes! A hunt starts almost playfully as 
individuals touch each other and vocalise until all get excited and 
set off together. 

They can run for long distances at up to 35 miles per hour, 
gradually wearing down their target. Some will chase close to the 
prey, while others run behind, taking over when the leader tires. 
They bite at their prey until it falls, consuming it even while it is 
still alive - which has earned them a reputation as cruel butchers 
- though no worse than the protracted kills of other carnivores. 

Apart from its bloodiness, the most remarkable feature of a wild 
dog hunt is the absence of aggression towards each other. Unlike 
many other social animals, there is no place for intimidation in 
their hierarchy.

You can see these fascinating predators on many of our African 
safaris.

Predators of
Africa 
The latest in a series of pieces about the world’s predators takes a look at 
what are possibly the most famous predators of all – the various big cats 
found on the plains of Africa and their competitors...
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WE CREATE OUTSTANDING WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS

Our website features 12 countries and 115 locations throughout Africa  
that we can use to tailor-make your own African safari 

Leopards of Luangwa - Zambia

Our most ‘in demand’ safari – we’ve 
been selling it for years and it’s as 
popular as ever. South Luangwa has 
the world’s highest leopard population 
– which you can see on game drives 
and walks. 

Tailor-made, May - Nov
11 days, from £4,245

Kalahari in Bloom - Botswana

Explore Botswana in the green season, 
when the rains breathe life into the arid 
plains, and large herds of herbivores 
gather to graze, attended by predators 
that include hyena, cheetah and lion. 

Tailor-made, Oct - Mar
12 days, from £4,795

Migration Special - Kenya

After the rains end and the grassland 
turns to dust, huge herds of zebra and 
wildebeest move to the Masai Mara 
in search of fresh pasture. The Great 
Migration is a photographer’s dream! 

Tailor-made, Jun - Oct
10 days, from £5,395

Best of the South - Tanzania

Rugged Selous and remote Ruaha, 
with their wide rivers and numerous 
predators, are two of Tanzania’s best 
kept secrets. See the country at its 
wildest - ideal for the discerning 
wildlife enthusiast! 

Tailor-made, Jan - Dec
9 days, from £4,495

Game Trails Self-drive - Namibia

A classic northern circuit self-drive 
for fantastic wildlife and photographic 
opportunities. Spend two days at a 
big cat conservation project, then 
visit Etosha and Damaraland’s desert 
landscapes.

Tailor-made, Jan - Dec
14 days, from £2,995
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Rainforests  

The largest tropical biome on earth is the Amazon Rainforest. 
Encompassing nine South American countries, the world’s 
largest river basin positively teems with wildlife, from the 
Amazon river dolphin to primates such as squirrel, spider 
and brown capuchin monkeys. With over 1,300 bird species, 
including a range of colourful toucans, the fascinating hoatzin, 
and one of the largest birds of prey - the harpy eagle - this 
species-rich ecosystem is well worth a visit.

Although small by comparison to the Amazon region, an 
exceptionally high percentage of Costa Rica is protected by 
either national parks or private reserves, which creates unique 
opportunities to observe its wildlife. The diverse habitats give 
rise to an array of interesting species, from the resplendent 
quetzal to the striking red-eyed tree frog, and while there are 
relatively few large mammals to see, the rich bird, amphibian, 
reptile and insect life more than compensates. 

Madagascar, the world’s fourth largest island, is a biodiversity 

hotspot where 90% of all species are endemic. Despite 
deforestation, the eastern region comprising Masoala, 
Andasibe-Mantadia - home to the charismatic indri - 
Ranomafana and Marojejy reserves, has one of the planet’s 
richest rainforests. Masoala is home to black-and-white and 
red ruffed lemurs, as well as their elusive predator, the fosa, 
while rare endemic birds such as the Madagascar red owl and 
Madagascar serpent eagle have been spotted in recent years.

The island of Borneo, too, is famed for its rainforests and 
biodiversity. In addition to orangutans, the jungle supports 
Bornean gibbon, the curious-looking proboscis monkey, pygmy 
elephant and elusive clouded leopard. The pristine rainforest of 
the Danum Valley, the venue for our Festival of Wildlife in 2017, 
is a fantastic place to enjoy prolific birdlife by day - with fine 
views of hornbills and other species from its canopy walkway 
- and after nightfall seek out nocturnal species such as 
western tarsier, civet, colugo, leopard cat and the world’s only 
venomous primate, the slow loris.

Voyage to the Heart of the Amazon 
- Brazil 

Cruise the Rio Negro through a rarely 
visited area of Amazon rainforest 
aboard a traditional riverboat, with trips 
by motorised canoe into creeks to see 
birds and animals. 

Tailor-made, Jan - Dec
12 days, from £4,495

Best of Both Worlds - Madagascar

Enjoy a short getaway to experience 
Madagascar’s extremes, combining 
Masoala Peninsula’s rainforest, rich 
birdlife, aye aye and endemic red ruffed 
lemur, with Ifotaka Community Forest. 

Tailor-made, Mar - Dec
12 days, from £4,395

Natural Highlights - Costa Rica

Discover Costa Rica’s prolific bird and 
wildlife with highlights that include 
the canals of Tortuguero, Arenal’s 
volcanic landscapes, birdwatching in 
Monteverde’s cloud forest, and idyllic 
beaches. 

Tailor-made, Jan - Dec
14 days, from £2,495

Covering a mere 6% of the earth’s surface, 
yet home to more than half of its species 

of flora and fauna, rainforests are 
truly spectacular wildlife 

destinations. These 
remarkable tropical 
habitats support an 
immense range of  
species, many of  

which are endemic. 

Jewels of the Earth
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Festival Of 
Wildlife  

In celebration of 25 years of Wildlife Worldwide we invite 
you to join our exclusive Festival of Wildlife to Borneo 
in June 2017. Enjoy a unique series of presentations, 
workshops and master-classes from renowned 

wildlife experts in the heart of Borneo’s rainforest. 

Based at the wonderful Borneo Rainforest Lodge in the heart of 
the Danum Valley, we are perfectly situated for morning, afternoon 
and evening walks, night-time safaris and forest exploration. 
Considering the remoteness of its location, this unique, award-
winning property offers an extremely high standard of 
accommodation in a wonderful setting beside the Danum River, 
and blends in discreetly with the surrounding rainforest.

Wildlife abounds in this pristine 43,800-hectare conservation 
area – more than 340 bird species have been recorded here, 
along with 124 species of mammals, 72 species of reptiles, 
56 species of amphibians, and there are a staggering 200 
plant species per hectare! Much of the fauna is nocturnal, and 
is most likely to be seen during a night safari or jungle trek, 
however wild orangutans frequently nest in the vicinity of the 
lodge. The nearby canopy walkway provides unimpeded viewing 
of the 130-million-year-old forest within the tree-tops.

As well as opportunities to explore the Danum Valley’s 
rainforest accompanied by guides, there will be workshops, 
master-classes, lectures, presentations and wildlife-related 
discussions delivered throughout the week by our guest 
speakers and wildlife experts. Our panel of experts will 
include specialist wildlife photographers and an award-
winning sculptor and artist. Each expert has been selected for 
their unique wildlife skills and magnetic charisma, and will 
accompany guests on daily wildlife activities, imparting their 
knowledge and enhancing each experience.

Join us to celebrate wildlife at its very best!

OUTLINE ITINERARY

Day 1 Fly overnight to Kota Kinabalu
Day 2 Kota Kinabalu
Day 3 Fly to Lahad Datu & transfer to Danum Valley
Days 4-8  Wildlife experiences, talks, presentations, master-

classes & workshops in the rainforest
Day 9 Overnight flight via Kota Kinabalu 
Day 10   Arrive UK or why not join a pre- or post-Festival 

extension? 

Festival of Wildlife Borneo 2017

Group departure, 2 Jun 2017
10 days, from £5,195
Price includes flights, transfers, accommodation, all meals, guided activities & a 
full programme of Festival events.

Danum Valley, Borneo Borneo Rainforest Lodge

Borneo 2017

 sales@wildlifeworldwide.com      01962 302 055      wildlifeworldwide.com 7



Our website features over 26 locations in India that we can use to  
tailor-make your wildlife holiday.

WE CREATE OUTSTANDING WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS

Tiger Tiger

Our most popular trip in the 
subcontinent visits India’s finest 
national parks to see tigers at little-
known Pench and famed Kanha, 
culiminating in a visit to the majestic 
Taj Mahal. 

Tailor-made, Oct - Apr 
16 days, from £3,295 

NEW Jungles, Tigers & Taj 

Imagine the expression on your family’s 
faces as they see a tiger, watch a 
sloth bear, bathe with an elephant, and 
canoe along a jungle river? And, for a 
grand finale, visit the unsurpassable Taj 
Mahal! Ideal for families.

Tailor-made, Oct - Apr
15 days, from £3,695 per adult  
and £2,595 per child

India’s Big Five

See all of India’s big mammal species 
- Asiatic lion, leopard, tiger, elephant 
and one-horned rhino - in a single trip 
to Sasan Gir in vibrant Gujarat, Kanha 
in Madhya Pradesh, and Kaziranga in 
alluring Assam. 

Tailor-made, Oct - Apr
15 days, from £3,895
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Tiger 
Country

Product Manager Celine Fortin reflects on 
her recent visit to India’s National Parks

“At five o’clock in the morning, if you open your 
window and listen, you will hear the feel of the 

wind that is going to call the sun.”

Rudyard Kipling

W ho hasn’t read ‘The Jungle Book’ as a 
child, and not dreamed of being Mowgli 
living in the wilderness? So it was with 
huge anticipation and excitement that I 

visited two places that fed Kipling’s imagination - the tiger 
reserves of Kanha and Pench – although he never set foot 
in either.

The minute we headed out with an expert naturalist guide on 
a private safari into Kanha’s luxuriant forest of sal and bamboo 
trees, plus the odd banyan, I felt as if I had stepped into 
Mowgli’s wonderland. We heard the alarm call of black-faced 
monkeys first, then spotted fresh paw prints in the sand. A herd 
of white spotted deer started behaving nervously. Branches 
cracked in the bush, and our guide told us this was a female 
tiger that had given birth to two cubs earlier in the year. 

The bush fell silent and we drove on, peering into every thicket 
until our guide suddenly pointed to a small, dark opening in a 
stand of bamboo. We glimpsed the stripes of an adult female 
taking a nap in the shade, then yelps of excitement from the 
jeep in front alerted us to two six-month-old cubs chasing each 
other before disappearing into deep jungle - a magical sight!

Another of Kanha’s highlights is Belinda from Kipling Camp, 
and her beloved elephant, Tara. Belinda is passionate about 
wildlife and has dedicated her career to wildlife photography 
and documentary making. She is active in wildlife protection 
and anti-poaching enforcement, and influences major decisions 
– particularly those involving the campaign against tiger 
poaching.

Visiting Belinda in her lovely eighties-style camp beside a 
waterhole and meeting her friend, Tara, a sixty-year-old female 
elephant, is an experience that will stay with me forever. 
Children and adults alike will love taking Tara to a pool in the 
river for her daily bathe, and helping to scrub her and give her a 
pedicure to stop her nails and skin from cracking.

Kanha is also widely known for its sloth bears, and its 
incredible birding – there are more than 350 species here.

Four hours from Kanha, a second reserve takes its name from 
the Pench River. The main access to Pench National Park is 
in the south, where it can get busy. However we drove to the 
north side of the park to discover a piece of heaven.

Jamtara Wilderness Camp lies just minutes from Jamtara 
Gate, where only two jeeps are allowed to enter at a time. It’s 
the only accommodation here, so you practically have this 
sector to yourself. And with only ten luxurious tents that blend 
perfectly with the bush adjacent to the park, fantastic naturalist 
guides and exquisite food, it’s about as close as you can get to 
paradise.

The whole experience is very similar to going on safari in a 
conservancy in Africa, as few people ever make it this far 
north, so you can explore in peace. The tigers here may be 
less habituated to visitors, and thus shyer, but seeing them is 
infinitely more rewarding.

During my stay I saw an adult female at close quarters - a 
picture of pride and elegance - plus white-spotted deer, blue 
bull, sambar, wild boar, black-faced monkey and lots of birdlife. 
However what surprised me most was that Pench’s scenery 
was very different to Kanha’s, as the teak forest here - with 
its surreal twilight and ghostly trees - is more open, so the 
chances of seeing wildlife improve. 
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Small Group

Experiences
In addition to hand-crafted tailor-made itineraries we also offer specialist small group 
departures. Join like-minded people to explore the world’s finest wildlife destinations. From 
safaris in Africa to polar bear watching in Canada, whale watching around the world, viewing 
orangutan in Borneo and Lynx in Spain, our collection offers an array of locations and interests. 

Our Travelling Naturalist portfolio has over 100 tours around the world to 
choose from, all led by expert naturalists hand-picked over the years. The 
collection includes a range of specialised photography, flora, butterfly and 
dragonfly trips.

To order your copy of The Travelling Naturalist brochure 
Visit thetravellingnaturalist.com  
Or contact the team 01305 267 994
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Departure Calendar

 

 

 

 

 

Country Tour Name Departure Date Duration
Group 
Size

Price 
From

Alaska Brown Bears of Kodiak Jun - Sep 16 10 8 £7,995

North Am
erica

Canada Polar Bears Mother and Cubs Aug - Sep 16 8 12 £6,995
Canada Canoeing the Yukon River Jun-Aug 16 9 7 £2,995
Canada Canada's Big Five 2 Aug 16 9 18 £5,295
Canada Classic Polar Bears Oct - Nov 16 7 15 £4,695
Canada Tundra Lodge Adventure Oct - Nov 16 8 28 £6,245
Canada The Festival of Bears 19 Sep 16 9 20 FULL
Canada Caribou Migration & Great Bear Adventure 4 Sep 16 & 10 Sep 16 10 15 £8,495
USA Yellowstone Ultimate Wolf & Wildlife Safari Jan - Feb 16 8 14 £4,295

Chile Puma-tracking in Southern Chile Jan - Mar & Oct - Dec 11 4 £4,445

Latin 
Am

erica

Guyana Rainforests, Savannahs & Wetlands 13 Nov 16 13 10 £4,995
Trinidad & Tobago The Asa Wright Experience 11 Feb 16 & 9 Feb 17 13 12 £3,995

Finland Brown Bear Explorer 
29 May 16, 19 Jun 16,  
10 Jul 16 & 31 Jul 16

8 12 £1,595

Europe

France Camargue & Pyrenees in Autumn 27 Aug 16 8 7 £1,895
Italy Sardinia: Mediterranean Wildlife 3 Sep 16 8 12 £1,795
Scotland The Shetland Islands 13 Jun 16 8 8 £1,395

Spain Secret Wilderness of Extremadura
2 Apr 16, 24 Sep 16 &  
1 Apr 17

8 7 £1,695

Spain Iberian Lynx Quest
27 Feb 16, 22 Oct 16 &  
25 Feb 17

8 14 £1,395

Borneo Festival of Wildlife 2 Jun 17 10 46 £5,195

Asia

Botswana Highlights of Northern Botswana Jan - Dec 16 13 9 £3,695

AfricaNamibia Faces of Namibia Jan - Dec 16 12 6 £3,345
Namibia Namibia Deserts & Coast May - Nov 16 12 8 £4,895
Namibia Namibia with Jonathan & Angie Scott 3 Jul 16 12 10 £10,495
South Africa Spring Flowers from Kalahari to the Cape 14 Aug 16 17 8 £4,495
South Africa Birds & Big Cats of Kruger 29 Aug 16 13 10 £4,195
Zambia Classic Luangwa Walking Jun - Sep 16 14 6 £5,295
Zambia Carnivores of South Luangwa 10 Nov 16 11 6 £3,945
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Country Tour Name
Departure 
Date Duration Group Size Price From

Iceland Orcas & Northern Lights Jan - Mar 5 days 25 £1,148

Sri Lanka * Blue Whales & Dolphins
5 Mar 16 
26 Nov 16 
4 Mar 17

8 days 12 £2,695

Mexico The Festival of Whales 1 Apr 16 
20 Feb 17 10 days 24 £5,495

Mexico Ocean Giants of Baja California 6 Apr 16 
6 Apr 17 14 days 24 £4,795

Greenland Disko Bay Whale Safari (voyage only) May - Jun 8 days 33 £1,660

Scotland * The Shetland Islands May - Jul 8 days 10 £1,145

Canada * Whales & Dolphins of the Haida Gwaii May - Aug 11 days 16 £4,695

Canada Whales & Mountains May - Sep 14 days Tailor-made £2,995

Canada Northern Right Whales of New Brunswick Jun - Aug 5 days Tailor-made £1,445

Canada Humpback Whales in Newfoundland Jun - Aug 5 days Tailor-made £1,595

Canada Quebec Bears Whales & Moose Jun - Sep 9 days Tailor-made £2,195

Canada Wilderness Quebec Jun - Sep 15 days Tailor-made Adult: £2,895 
Child: £2,195

Canada Whales of Tadoussac & Saguenay Fjord Jun - Sep 10 days Tailor-made Adult: £2,195  
Child: £1,595

Azores * Sperm Whales & Bottlenose Dolphins Jun - Sep 7 days 
11 days 12 £1,395 

£2,095

Alaska * Bears & Whales in South East Alaska Jul 15 days 15 £5,995

Canada Whale Study Week Jul 9 days 20 £3,295

Canada Beluga Whales & Polar Bears Jul - Aug 9 days 12 £7,695

Canada * Orcas, Bears & Totems Jul - Aug 10 days 16 £4,395

Argentina Patagonia's Marine Life Oct - Nov 13 days Tailor-made £3,445

Sri Lanka Elephants, Blue Whales & Leopards Nov - Apr 10 days Tailor-made £2,345

Antarctica Classic Antarctica (voyage only) Nov - Mar 10 days Up to 116 £6,500
*  Trips includes a donation  

to WDC
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W hale watching is rapidly becoming one 
of the most popular wildlife experiences, 
luring aficionados to destinations all over 
the world in search of these magnificent 

mammals. The recent success of BBC’s ‘Big Blue Live’ has 
seen whale watching appear on prime time television, and 
with more than 80 species of cetacean to see, our wide 
range of destinations is sure to inspire your next whale 
watching holiday.

The world’s finest locations to see whales include the waters 
off the coast of British Columbia, famed for their populations 
of highly social orcas - the largest member of the oceanic 
dolphin family - which occur in pods of up to 40 individuals. If 
you are thinking of visiting British Columbia, why not combine 
whale watching with a stay at one of its fantastic bear lodges. 
As well as memorable views of charismatic orcas (known also 
as killer whales), British Columbia boasts incredible sightings 
of humpbacks - one of the most exciting whale species due 
to their gymnastic breaching, spy-hopping and tail-slapping 

behaviour - and fin whales from May through to September. 

The sheer excitement of seeing the world’s largest living 
mammal is one major highlight of any visit to Sri Lanka: 

the blue whale, which reaches an astonishing 30 
metres in length, can be seen off the island’s south 

coast from November through to April. Our 10 and 
14-day itineraries provide the best opportunities 

to see these fantastic creatures within 
reasonable distance of the shore, and with 

direct flights from London to Colombo, 
make a convenient and rewarding 

wildlife holiday. 

The Azores are renowned for spectacular cetacean sightings: 
from blue whales in late winter, to sperm whales and short-
finned pilot whales in summer. The nutrient-rich waters of this 
mid-Atlantic archipelago are an important feeding ground for 
resident whales, as well as migrating species such as beaked, 
fin, sei, minke, humpback and false killer whales. Numerous 
species of dolphin, including bottlenose, common, spotted, 
Risso’s and striped dolphins, are frequently seen on our trips 
here. This premier whale and dolphin watching destination 
coincides with the school holidays and so makes a perfect 
family summer break.

Further north in the polar region, whales are present in 
abundance. In winter, orcas visit the north coast of Iceland to 
feed on herring. White-beaked dolphins, which are endemic to 
the North Atlantic, can be seen in the fjords at this time, and 
you may also be rewarded with views of the stunning Northern 
Lights. Further north still, enchanting narwhal and beluga 
whales are found in the even colder waters of the Arctic. You 
can enjoy these bizarre, yet beautiful whales on our cruises to 
Greenland, which depart in May and June. 

Leaving what is arguably the best until last, we focus on the 
extraordinary migration of the eastern Pacific grey whale. These 
endearing mammals travel over 9,000 km between their Arctic 
feeding grounds and Baja California on the coast of Mexico, 
where they breed in the summer months. It is here that we 
celebrate the Festival of Whales, led by renowned whale expert 
Mark Carwardine. Between April and July, the grey whales 
return north to their feeding grounds, and can be seen along 
with a variety of other marine mammals, on our new cruise to 
the Russian Far East, featured below.

Whale 
Watching

Around the World

NEW Kamchatka’s Forgotten Coast

This cruise aboard the Spirit of Enderby explores the stunning volcanic landscapes of Kamchatka and offers 
fantastic opportunities to see orca, beluga, humpback and grey whale, as well as beaked and fin whale.

Group departure, 24 Jun 2016 
14 days, from £6,134
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Every morning at Grizzly Camp I rose around 
0700 for breakfast and was out at one of the 
bear viewing spots by 0830. This may sound 
late for watching wildlife, but there were bears 

everywhere, so it didn’t affect either the quantity or the 
quality of the bears I saw. Some days were better than 
others, of course, and overall evenings were probably best, 
but each day brought new and excellent sightings.

Just to sit out on the deck with a coffee (or maybe, in the early 
evening, a beer!), listening to the river and watching a bear 
wander past totally unconcerned by my presence, looking for 
an easy salmon catch, was an extraordinary privilege. A piece 
of ‘wild’ that felt almost unreal - something from a bygone age 
that simply shouldn’t happen in the 21st century! Yet I spent 
four full days watching this drama play out in front of me. 

In addition to watching bears from the deck, I alternated between 
two spots further upriver each day. Cameras and binoculars in 
hand, I would sit patiently with a knowledgeable bear guide just 
a couple of metres from a bear trail. Mum, Tom, Little Tom, Ozzy 
and Sunshine were all regular visitors and not one seemed in 
the slightest perturbed by me looking on as they ambled past, 
jumped in the water to fish for salmon, played and sparred. 

Sunshine, a smallish, blonde and beautiful four-year-old, was 
the undisputed star of the show - her coquettish good looks 
and twinkling eye capable of melting even the hardest of 
hearts. Finding a largish salmon by the side of the river, she 
took some time to chomp through it before approaching the 
deck to sniff opportunistically at what was cooking on the 
barbecue for lunch, her nose just a few centimetres from the 
grill - as if she owned it! 

On realizing that the sizzling salmon steaks were for our lunch 

rather than hers, she headed to a small tree no more than 
three metres away and rubbed and scratched to her heart’s 
content for some ten minutes. First she rubbed her back to and 
fro, then her bottom, then stood up and while hugging the tree 
rubbed the top of her head, followed by her cheeks and nose. 
That done, she turned around, leaned against the tree and - 
Jungle Book-style - rubbed her back up and down by bending 
and straightening her knees. Then, leaving her doting audience 
behind, she wandered off upriver to find another salmon. This 
scene was played out daily - sometimes more than once a day.

The camp’s strict protocol allows you to sit alongside a bear 
trail as long as you don’t walk on it and so imprint it with 
human scent. One morning I sat by the fast-running river a 
couple of metres from a 15-metre long fallen tree that lay 
parallel to river and formed part of a well-trodden bear trail. It 
had been fairly quiet with only a few distant sightings, but just 
as I prepared to move to another spot a radio call announced 
that Sunshine was heading upriver on my side. 

She appeared a few moments later, picking her way along the 
riverbank and out onto the gravel spit where I sat. Instead of 
following the trail along the fallen tree, she altered her route 
to pass between me and the tree, slowing to cast a sideways 
glance at me, before climbing onto the tree and continuing on 
her way. A bear with a cool sense of humour!

From my vantage point - below the eye-level of a fully grown 
female grizzly at a distance of barely half a metre - this was 
one of life’s more humbling experiences. But Sunshine is not to 
be messed with. She’s a truly wild bear that lives in a truly wild 
place, a protected area of some two million hectares, criss-
crossed with streams rich with spawning salmon, accessible 
only by air, and visited by only a few people each year. This is 
her home, and we visit on her terms.

Good day, 
Sunshine!

Founder Chris Breen recounts his up close 
bear encounters at Grizzly Camp, Canada

23 years experience of designing the finest wildlife holidays14



Our website features a choice of over 30 locations throughout Canada  
that we can use to tailor-make your wildlife holiday

WE CREATE OUTSTANDING WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS

Vancouver Island Self-drive

Travel at your own pace on this self-drive 
itinerary to Vancouver Island’s mountains, 
forests and coastlines, with hikes, sea 
kayaking and boat trips to watch grey 
whales, orcas and black bears.

Tailor-made, May - Oct
15 days, from £3,395

Yukon’s Ice Bears

In autumn at Bear Cave Mountain, thermal 
springs warm the river so it flows when 
all around is frozen, resulting in an 
incredible spectacle as up to 50 grizzly 
bears gather to feast on salmon.

Tailor-made, Sep - Oct
13 days, from £9,995

NEW Bears & Orcas Up Close

As apex predators of land and sea,  
few are more impressive than the 
magnificent grizzlies of the Taku River 
and Vancouver Island’s southern 
resident orcas.

Tailor-made, Jul - Aug 
14 days, from £7,495
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“To see a world in a grain of sand…”

We frequently overlook what is right under 
our noses and are seduced into thinking 
that what is further away and less familiar 
is better. But is it?

William Blake didn’t pen the opening line of his famous poem 
with photographers in mind, but if you enjoy wielding a camera 
it’s worth contemplating the sentiment. Photographers plan 
trips to the furthest corners of the planet in search of stunning 
images, yet with thought, application and imagination pictures 
just as arresting and provocative as any taken in a tropical 
rainforest or on the African plains are possible within striking 
distance of your front door.

We frequently overlook what is right under our noses and 
are seduced into thinking that what is further away and less 
familiar is better. But is it? 

You just have to think small. Macro photography, i.e. small 
things filling the frame, is all too often regarded as specialist 
and too technically challenging. It doesn’t have to be so. There 
are additional considerations, and some aspects require extra 
care to achieve success, but for the most part good general 
technique is sufficient. And delving into macro photography will 
open up a new and unseen world.

Alex Hyde is one of the UK’s most innovative wildlife 
photographers, and the art of macro photography lies at the 
heart of his work. He has amassed a portfolio of stunning 
images that shed light on subjects that most of us would 
simply never see. Alex’s approach is not purely documentary, 
as he combines an inquisitive scientific mind with artistic 
vision and flair to produce stunning results. And the majority 
of his images are taken within a stone’s throw of his home in 
Derbyshire’s Peak District. He has recently won the ‘Hidden 
Britain’ category at the 2015 British Wildlife Photography 
Awards, designed to celebrate the beauty and diversity of our 
wildlife.

In Focus
Wildlife Photography tours 

Photographer Nick Garbutt and Alex are close friends and have 
worked together on various projects, so we are delighted that 
Alex has joined our programme. In June 2015 Alex and Nick co-
led a successful workshop in the Austrian Alps (programmed 
again for 2017), and in May 2016 will join forces for a 
workshop in Romania’s Danube Delta. Further joint trips to 
rainforest destinations are in the pipeline for 2017 and beyond, 
and Alex will also lead his own trips. In addition, Alex and Nick 
are two of the experts who will be present at 2017’s Festival of 
Wildlife in Borneo (see page 7).

Here Alex explains his approach to macro photography, and 
specifically what keeps drawing him back to the Austrian Alps, 
a location he has returned to for over 20 years. 

“The Austrian Alps have become a place of pilgrimage for me. 
While the mountains hold a timeless beauty, it is the smaller 
subjects that keep me coming back. During June the alpine 
meadows explode with an astonishing array of wild flowers 
that attract swathes of insects. Being surrounded by so many 
interesting subjects can be overwhelming, but amidst this 
chaos it is possible to frame striking portraits of invertebrates 
and plants.

My favourite time of day is dawn, when the meadows are 
usually coated in dew. As the first light of the day rakes across 
the mountainside, water droplets glint and shimmer with an 
intensity than lasts for only a few minutes. If lucky, you might 
find a butterfly warming itself on a flower in the early morning 
light before it flits off. 

For close-up work I use a variety of dedicated macro lenses 
with my DSLR, which allow me to get close to my subject, 
creating an enlarged view that reveals a staggering level of 
detail. At times you can fill the frame with a section of butterfly 
wing, revealing a tapestry of multicoloured scales, a level of 
detail that goes beyond what the naked eye can resolve. The 
sense of discovery I feel when viewing the world through a 
macro lens keeps me going all day, as my photographs help 
me understand those smaller creatures with which we share 
the planet.”

23 years experience of designing the finest wildlife holidays16



Photography Tours with Nick Garbutt
Country Tour Name Departure Date Duration Price From

USA Wild West Winter Wonderland 15 Jan 16 16 days £5,195

Chile Patagonian Puma in Focus 6 Mar 16 (limited space) 12 days £5,495

India Central India & Assam 22 Mar 16 20 days £5,095

Romania NEW Focus in Danube Delta with Alex Hyde
30 Apr 16 
(limited space)

8 days £1,995

UK Badger Photography Workshop
20 May 16, 3 Jun 16,  
1 Jul 16

2 days
£395  
(workshop only)

Madagascar An Island Apart
20 Sep 16 
11 Oct 16 (limited space)

21 days £6,495

Botswana NEW Giants of Mashatu 5 Nov 16 13 days £4,595

Zambia South Luangwa Art & Photo Workshop, with Nick Mackman 19 Nov 16 10 days £5,295

India NEW Snow Leopard in Focus 18 Feb 17 17 days £5,295

Tanzania Serengeti Migration 22 Mar 17 19 days £7,995

Borneo NEW Festival of Wildlife 2 Jun 17 10 days £5,195

Austria Close-up on Alpine Nature, with Alex Hyde 17 Jun 17 8 days £1,595 (land only)

Brazil The Pantanal - Brazil's Wetland Wonder 25 Aug 17 (limited space) 17 days £8,295

All prices are per person, include flights and are based on two people sharing a twin room unless otherwise indicated.

“I have no words enough to say thank you for a most wonderful week in the Tyrol. It was a 
revelation for me as the first such tutored tour I had taken. Your devotion to the cause of 
making all of us happy and to ensuring we all had a portion of your time was inspiring. All 
the explanations were so easily understood. Thank you indeed.”

Frank S travelled to Austria in June 2015
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Watery Wildlife
Experiences

Wildlife Consultant, Isabel Ashworth  
recommends some of her favourite and  
most memorable wildlife experiences 
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Wildlife Consultant, Isabel Ashworth  
recommends some of her favourite and  
most memorable wildlife experiences 

Kayaking with whales in Quebec
We had paddled around half a kilometre from the shore and 
stopped to savour the moment. It was a glorious sunny morning 
with the mist hanging low and atmospheric over the estuary of 
the St Lawrence River. All I could hear was the soothing, gentle 
lapping of water against the hull of my kayak and the raucous 
cry of a distant gull. Suddenly I became aware of a large, dark 
object swimming right under my kayak, only to surface gently 
just a few metres away, exhaling with a loud whoosh! I couldn’t 
believe it as I eyeballed a minke whale!

Wilderness Quebec, Canada
Tailor-made, Jun - Sep
15 days, from £2,895 per adult and £2,195 per child

Mokoro ride in the Okavango Delta 
Nothing is quite as serene as gliding along in a mokoro to the 
gentle, hypnotic sound of the poler dipping his pole into the 
water to propel the boat along. As the reeds parted silently, an 
open expanse of water unfolded in front of us. A jacana picked 
its way across the lily pads and a pied kingfisher hovered 
before plunging into the water with a splash to emerge with 
a fish in its red beak. A herd of red lechwe, startled by our 
presence, leapt gracefully across our path, water glistening 
on their chestnut backs, while a Pel’s fishing owl glared down 
from its lofty perch as we continued on our way…

Green Season Secrets, Botswana
Tailor-made, Nov - Mar
16 days, from £6,195

A spirit bear fishing in the Great Bear 
Rainforest 
I hardly dared breathe as I crouched behind a fallen tree-trunk 
thickly clad in emerald-coloured moss, at the edge of a river 
in the Great Bear Rainforest. Just a few metres from me, a 
spirit bear was busy fishing for salmon, totally oblivious of my 
presence. As it coursed the river, it came ever closer, discarding 
half-eaten fish - from which spilled out roe - in its wake. As it 
rounded the end of the tree-trunk, intent on its business, it gave 
me no more a cursory glance as I sat spellbound, transfixed 
and unable to move, before continuing downstream on its 
quest.

Great Bear Rainforest, Canada
Tailor-made, Aug - Oct
12 days, from £4,995

Snorkelling in the Galapagos
Fins, mask and snorkel on, I couldn’t wait to get in the water! I 
was instantly rewarded with a shoal of beautiful fish swimming 
by. As I rounded a rocky outcrop, two penguins glided by 
effortlessly at speed - probably after those fish! An inquisitive 
sealion swam right up to my face - we almost touched noses! 
It swam circles around me, inviting me to play in the warm, 
azure-coloured water. As I swam on, rainbow corals loomed 
out of the depths and I paused to marvel at them. Then, right in 
front of me I saw three, no four - wait - five turtles grazing on 
seaweed on a natural shelf of rock!

Galapagos & Ecuador in Style, Galapagos
Tailor-made, Year round
15 days, from £7,795

Whale watching in the Azores
I held on tightly as the zodiac bounced over the waves, spray 
in my face and the wind in my hair, heading towards a sperm 
whale that had been spotted not far away. The engine was cut 
and we glided to a halt at a respectful distance from this great 
beast. Its sheer size was what struck me first - up close it really 
was the size of a bus! It had risen from the depths to breathe 
and remained floating majestically on the shimmering surface 
of the ocean while we looked on in wonder. All too soon, it 
dived, arching its back with a signature flick of its tail as it 
returned to the watery depths.

Sperm Whales & Bottlenose Dolphins, Azores
Tailor-made, May - Sep
7 days, from £1,395
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Capitol House, 12-13 Bridge Street, 
Winchester SO23 0HL 

Over 300 locations worldwide, handpicked for the best wildlife viewing.

  23 years of creating the finest wildlife holidays
 Knowledgeable & passionate team of wildlife experts
 Flexible tailor-made holidays
 Small group wildlife & birding trips worldwide
 Committed to conservation & responsible tourism
 Expert local naturalist guides
 Peace of mind - 24 hour on-call service 
 100% independent
 100% financial protection

We create outstanding

WILDLIFE HOLIDAYS
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Alex Hyde. Apologies for any omissions.

Wildlife Worldwide is part of The Natural Travel 
Collection Ltd, a small independent travel 

company that places a special emphasis on 
sustainable tailor-made holidays.

Discover Wildlife - Evenings to inspire
Featuring presentations by our own wildlife experts together with guest 
speakers from around the world our Discover Wildlife evenings appeal to 
all travel and nature lovers.

If you would like some inspiration for your next wildlife holiday you will 
have the opportunity to meet our team and share your experiences with 
like-minded travellers.

The evenings are completely free of charge. To book your place complete 
the registration form online or contact our expert Wildlife team.  
wildlifeworldwide.com/events

2015 Dates Discover Wildlife Presentations Location

4 Nov Namibia and Costa Rica Guildford *
17 Nov Zambia & Rwanda Nottingham
18 Nov Zambia, & Rwanda York *
26 Nov Zambia London
1 Dec Borneo & Namibia Jersey

2016 Dates

5 Jan Canada Winchester *
13 Jan Canada Norwich *
20 Jan Namibia & Alaska Chester

21 Jan
Alaska & Wildlife Photography with  
Alex Hyde

Manchester

4 Feb India London
9 Feb Costa Rica, Ecuador & Galapagos Islands Tunbridge Wells
11 Feb Canada Birmingham

16 Feb
Borneo & Wildlife Photography with Nick 
Garbutt

Bath

24 Feb Zambia, Uganda & Zimbabwe Chichester *
1 Mar Uganda & Madagascar St Albans *
3 Mar Canada Oxford

*  Swarovski will be joining us at these evenings so you have 
a chance to talk about the best optics for your wildlife 
holiday.

Dates for your Diary

Luxury Travel Fair, 5-8 Nov 2015 
Olympia London
Join us on stand B21 to meet our expert wildlife team. The programme of 
talks include presentations from our very own Chris Breen, and celebrity 
speakers: Bill Bryson, Michael Portillo and Doug Allan.

Destinations, the holidays & travel show 
in Manchester & London Jan/Feb 2016
Visit our stand and immerse yourself in a world of unlimited travel 
inspiration.

21-24 Jan at EventCity, Manchester - stand E38 
4-7 Feb at Olympia London - stand AF12

To claim a pair of complimentary tickets for these events visit our website 
or contact the Wildlife team.

Hampshire Small Business of the Year
Regional Winner Chamber Commerce Awards 2015

Small Business of the Year
South Coast Business Awards 2014
Winchester Business Excellence Awards 2014

Best Use of Technology
South Coast Business Awards 2014


