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Our bird photography adventure in Colombia was nothing short of spectacular! From the vibrant gardens
of Bogota to the misty cloud forests of Manizales, we captured stunning images of some of South America’s
most iconic and elusive bird species. Highlights included close encounters with no fewer than nine species
of antpittas, once considered near-mythical, and an astonishing 45 species of hummingbirds that graced our
lenses throughout the trip. The abundance of dazzling endemics and local specialties, from the Andean cock-
of-the-rock's dramatic displays to the rare and beautiful buffy helmetcrest, made for unforgettable
photographic opportunities.

Day 1: Monday 16 September 2024
Arrival in Bogot4, Observatorio de Colibires, Bogota

After our arrival in Bogota, we set off for a short transfer to one of the city's nearby lush garden retreats,
the Observatorio de Colibries, located on the outskirts of the capital. This delightful spot provided our first
immersive experience with Colombia's vibrant birdlife, offering an early taste of the country’s extraordinary
avian diversity. Some of the highlights from the day include: Longuemare's sunangel, black-tailed
trainbearer, green-tailed trainbearer, blue-throated starfrontlet, sword-billed Hummingbird, great
Sapphirewing, and white-bellied woodstar.

Day 2: Tuesday 17 September 2024
Transfer from Bogota to Jardin and cock-of-the-rock lek, Jardin

Our morning began with a transfer to El Dorado International Airport, where we boarded a flight to Jose
Maria Cordova International Airport in Medellin. Upon arrival in Medellin, we embarked on a scenic 4-hour
transfer to Jardin, a picturesque town nestled in the southwest region of Antioquia.

After reaching Jardin, we immediately set out to explore one of the area’s most famous natural attractions -
a lekking site for the Andean cock-of-the-rock. The lek was lively and raucous, with males calling and
displaying their striking orange plumage. Strategically placed viewing platforms offered us excellent
vantage points to observe the action, and we spent a rewarding time soaking in the vibrant spectacle. We
were fortunate to witness the dramatic displays of up to 15 males at once.

Day 3: Wednesday 18 September 2024
Excursion: Bird photography at Las Ventanas and cock-of-the-rock lek, Jardin

We began our day with an early start, heading out in 4x4 vehicles along a rugged track towards the remote
Las Ventanas Reserve. We were fortunate to witness several distant flyovers of the yellow-eared parrots,
we caught brief but exhilarating glimpses of these rare birds in flight.

We had plenty of time to enjoy photography and hummingbirds at mirador El Roble reserve, some of the
highlights include: sparkling violetear, tourmaline sunangel, speckled hummingbird, long-tailed sylph,
tyrian metaltail, bronzy inca, collared inca, buff-tailed coronet, fawn-breasted brilliant, and white-bellied
woodstar. After breakfast we had the chance to visit the local antpitta feeeders where we had excellent
views of slate-crowned antpitta, chami antpitta, and chestnut-naped antpitta.

In addition to the amazing birds, as an unexpected bonus, just before we departed, we were fortunate to
have a rare sighting of an oncilla, which appeared at the feeder near the house, offering us a thrilling views
of this elusive wild cat.

After lunch, we returned to Jardin and spent the final part of the afternoon at the cock-of-the-rock lek, where
we once again marveled at their stunning displays. Some other bird species recorded aaround the lek
include red-bellied grackle and Andean motmot.
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Day 4: Thursday 19 September 2024
Excursion: Breakfast bird photography session close to jardin

We had breakfast at a private garden just a short drive from town and spent the better part of the morning
there enjoying the birds at the local feeders. Some of the highligths from this morning include acorn
woodpecker, red-crowned Woodpecker, Andean motmot, western emerald, blue-necked tanager, scrub
tanager, flame-rumped tanager, and white-naped brushfinch.

Afterwards, we headed toward our next destination ... the city of Manizales where we stayed for three
nights.

Day 5: Friday 20 September 2024
Excursion: Full day at el color de mis reves, manizales

Today, we explored the breathtaking El Color de mis Réves Forest Reserve, situated in the mist-covered
elfin and bamboo zone forest. We spent most of the time at hummingbird and fruit feeding stations near the
main camp ghere we had plentu of photography chances with species like tourmaline sunangel, long-tailed
sylph, collared Inca, buff-tailed coronet and lacrimose mountain tanager. We also visited an antpitta feeding
station, where we enjoyed incredible views of the stunning bicolored antpitta.

Day 6: Saturday 21 September 2024
Excursion: Full day of bird photography in Rio Blanco, Manizales

Early this morning, we set off for a full day of birdwatching in the pristine cloud forest of Rio Blanco, just a
35-minute drive from our base. Our primary focus for the day was observing and photographing the
secretive antpittas, a specialty of this region. Rio Blanco boasts several feeding stations specifically set up
for these elusive birds, giving us the opportunity to see up to four different species.

We were fortunate to have excellent views of the elegant chestnut-crowned antpitta, the endemic brown-
banded antpitta, the more elusive bicolored antpitta, and the smaller slate-crowned antpitta. Each of these
species provided remarkable photo opportunities as we moved from feeder to feeder.

After an exciting morning in the forest, we returned to the lodge for a relaxing lunch. The veranda and the
lodge surroundings offered stunning views of the cloud forest, and we enjoyed watching a lively array of
hummingbirds in the gardens, including long-tailed sylph, tourmaline sunangel, collared inca, bronzy Inca,
and a pair of distant black-billed mountain toucans.

We were also fortunate to encounter several flocks of the rare and endangered rusty-faced parrot feeding
near the lodge, which was a fantastic way to end our day.

Day 7: Sunday 22 September 2024
Excursion: Photography session at Hacienda del Bosque, Manizales

This morning, we continued our ascent into the higher elevations of the central Andes, making a stop at the
welcoming Hacienda del Bosque, a private cattle farm that has preserved patches of stunning Andean forest.
The farm offered excellent opportunities for both breakfast and lunch, as well as some incredible bird
photography.

Our main focus were the elusive antpittas, and we were fortunate to see the equatorial antpitta and the tiny,
remarkable crescent-faced antpitta. The hummingbird feeders were a hub of activity, attracting a dazzling
array of species. One of the most sought-after hummingbirds, the sword-billed hummingbird, made several
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appearances, showcasing its extraordinary bill. Other species frequenting the feeders included the buff-
winged starfrontlet, sparkling violetear, purple-backed thornbill, and tourmaline sunangel.

After a successful morning at Hacienda del Bosque, we continued our journey upward, as we made our way
to our lodge in Nevado del Ruiz. The rough, bumpy road took us through altitudes as high as 4,000 metres,
offering us stunning high-altitude scenery before arriving at our next base for a three-night stay.

Day 8: Monday 23 September 2024
Excursion: Bird photography on the Paramo and Termales del Ruiz, Manizales

After a hearty breakfast at our beautiful mountain lodge, we started our day visiting the local antpitta
feeding station where we were treated to fantastic close-up views of the elusive tawny antpitta. After the
antipitta excitment we loaded up the bus and set off for an exciting day of birdwatching in the paramo—a
unique high-altitude tropical habitat above the treeline. Our main target for the morning was one of the
most remarkable hummingbirds of the region, the buffy helmetcrest, a Colombian endemic with a striking
crest and purple beard. This bird is not only a highlight of the tour but also a rare species, and we were
thrilled to spend the best part of morning searching for it.

Our team knew just the right spot, and with a short walk along a 60-metre path, we were able to position
ourselves perfectly to observe and photograph this incredible bird. The buffy helmetcrest didn’t disappoint,
offering unforgettable views.

After returning to the lodge for lunch, the afternoon was spent relaxing and photographing the birdlife
around the lodge gardens and feeders. The hummingbird feeders were attracting a spectacular lineup of
species. We had excellent opportunities to capture images of shining sunbeam, rainbow-bearded thornbill,
golden-breasted puffleg, great sapphirewing, and mountain velvetbreast.

The gardens didn’t only attract hummingbirds, though. We also enjoyed stunning views of mountain
tanagers, including the scarlet-bellied, hooded, and lacrimose mountain tanagers, as well as the dazzling
golden-crowned tanager.

In between photography sessions, there was plenty of time to relax in the natural thermal hot springs at our
lodge, Hotel Termales del Ruiz.

Day 9: Tuesday 24 September 2024
Transfer to K18(Cali area) and Laguna de Sonso Reserve

After a hearty breakfast, we set off on the long drive to our next destination, winding our way down the
mountainside and through the lush, fertile Valle del Cauca. We mada an stop at the Laguna de Sonso, one of
the last protected wetland sites in the valley, where we enjoyed excellent birdwatching. Among the
highlights were the endemics grayish piculet and apical flycatcher, spectacled parrotlet, snail kite, pied
water-tyrant, and anhinha. Although photography opportunities were somewhat limited, the unique
wetland habitat offered a distinct environment compared to previous locations.

Another highlight of the day was a very cooperative parrot snake, which gave us plenty of photographic
opportunities.

As we continued our journey, we were treated to the beautiful Colombian countryside before arriving at our
final bird photography base: a small private reserve nestled in the lush cloud forests of Colombia’s western
Andes.
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Day 10: Wednesday 25 September 2024
Excursion: Full day at Dofia Dora

Today marked by far our busiest and most rewarding day in terms of species diversity and bird abundance.
We set off on a full-day excursion to “Dofia Dora” an area and place that promised a completely different
suite of mouthwatering species. Dofa Dora, a roadside café perched on a ridge with an incredible vista,
where a set of fruit and hummingbird feeders awaited us.

The feeders were bustling with activity, offering a true feast for birdwatchers and photographers. Here, we
encountered a stunning array of species, including silvery-throated,rufous-throated, golden, glistening-
green and flame rumped tanagers, blue-winged and black-chinned mountain tanagers. The hummingbirds
were particularly abundant, with notable sightings of empress brilliant, velvet-purple coronet, green
thorntail, purple-throated woodstar, purple-bibbed whitetip and white-whiskered hermit.

Another highlight was the magnificent toucan barbet, a regional specialty with its uniquely striking
plumage. This was undoubtedly one of the day's highlights.

Other exciting sightings included the red-headed barbet and red-faced spinetail. The abundance of birds at
this place made for a truly exceptional day.

Day 11: Thursday 26 September 2024
Excursion: La Florida Reserve

After an early morning coffee and hot chocolate, we set off for La Florida to enjoy bird photography. A short
drive took us to a private reserve, where we encountered an exciting array of species.

The fruit and seed feeders were exceptionally productive, attracting a variety of species such as Colombian
chachalaca, flame-rumped tanager, golden-naped tanager, golden tanager, saffron-crowned tanager, red-
headed barbet, and acorn woodpecker, all of which were frequent visitors. The multicolored tanager, and
endemic species and the main target for the day was a regular visitor to the feeders, providing us with
several opportunities for stunning shots. With the help of a local guide, we enjoyed superb close-up views
of chestnut wood-quail and little tinamou, allowing us to capture excellent photographs of both species.

The highlight of the day, however, was a fantastic hummingbird photography session at the recently
renewed photography station, where we had the chance to take many photos of several species, including
white-booted racket-tail, tawny-bellied hermit, fawn-breasted brilliant, bronzy inca, collared inca, speckled
hummingbird and purple-thorated woodstar, all visiting the feeders. The combination of beautiful light and
diverse birdlife made for a productive and enjoyable day.

Day 12: Friday 27 September 2024
Excursion: Bird photography session at San Felipe Reserve

Our final morning was spent enjoying some relaxed bird photography around the lodge grounds. We visited
several bird feeders, including a grain feeder, where we had excellent views of a chestnut wood-quail family.
Fruit feeders were also productive, attracting a good variety of species, including golden tanager, flame-
rumped tanager, golden-naped tanager, saffron-crowned tanager, and black-capped tanager. Other
highlights included Colombian chachalaca, orange-billed nightingale-thrush, red-headed barbet, acorn
woodpecker, white-naped brushfinch, and blue-winged mountain tanager.

After lunch, we concluded our photography trip with a visit to a reflection pond feeder, where we had the
opportunity to photograph a green honeycreeper.

Find out more about our Colombia Bird Photography trip or contact us

01962 302086 sales@wildlifeworldwide.com www.wildlifeworldwide.com



mailto:sales@wildlifeworldwide.com
http://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/group-tours/colombia-bird-photography
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/contact

Sign up to our e-news
Sign up to our e-news to find out more about our tours, events, late availability, offers and tour reports at
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/subscribe
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ChecKlist for Columbia Bird Photography
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Common Name Scientific Name ey | Day | Day || Day ) Dy | Pay ) Dy e e B
BIRDS
1 Little tinamou Crypturellus soui v
2 | Colombian chachalaca Ortalis columbiana v v v
3 | Andean guan Penelope montagnii v v
4 | Sickle-winged guan Chamaepetes goudotii v v
5 | Ruddy ground dove Columbina talpacoti v v v
6 | White-tipped dove Leptotila verreauxi v
7 | Eared dove Zenaida auriculata v v v v v v
8 Lined quail-dove Zentrygon linearis v
9 | Gray-fronted dove Leptotila rufaxilla v
10 | Chestnut wood-quail Odontophorus hyperythrus v v
11 | Bare-faced ibis Phimosus infuscatus v v
12 | Greategret Ardea alba v
13 | Snowy egret Egretta thula v
14 | Cocoi heron Ardea cocoi v
15 | Anhinga Anhinga anhinga v
16 | Neotropic cormorant Nannopterumx brasilianus v
17 | Wattled jacana Jacana jacana v
18 | Common gallinule Gallinula galeata v
19 | Southern lapwing Vanellus chilensis v v
20 | Gray-cowled wood-rail Aramides cajaneus v
21 | Greater ani Crotophaga major
22 | Spectacled parrotlet Forpus conspicillatus v
23 | Acorn woopdecker Melanerpes formicivorus v v v
24 | Red-crowned woodpecker Melanerper rubricapillus v v
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25 | Golden-olive woodpecker Colaptes rubiginosus v

26 | Crimson-mantled woodpecker Colaptes rivolii v

27 | Red-headed barbet Eubucco bourcierii v v
28 | Toucan barbet Semnornis ramphastinus v

29 | Yellow-headed caracara Milvago chimachima v v
30 | Snail kite Rostrhamus sociabilis v

31 | Black vulture Coragyps atratus v

32 | Andean motmot Momotus aequatorialis v v v
33 | Montane woodcreeper Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger v v
34 | Streak-capped treehunter Thripadectes virgaticeps v
35 | Rusty-winged barbtail Premnornis guttuliger v
36 | Red-faced spinetail Cranioleuca erythrops v

37 | Andean tit-spinetail Leptasthenura andicola v

38 | Spotted woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus erythropygius v

39 | Stout-billed cinclodes Cinclodes excelsior v

40 | Tawny antpitta Grallaria quitensis v

41 | Equatorial antpitta Grallaria saturata v

42 | Crescent-faced antpitta Grallaricula lineifrons v

43 | Chestnut-crowned antpitta Grallaria ruficapilla v

44 | Brown-banded antpitta Grallaria milleri v

45 | Slate-crowned antpitta Grallaricula nana v v

46 | Bicolored antpitta Grallaria rufocinerea v v

47 | Chami antpitta Grallaria alvarezi v

48 | Chestnut-naped antpitta Grallaria nuchalis v

49 | Masked trogon Trogon personatus v

50 | Black-billed mountain-toucan Andigena nigrirostris v v

51 | Crimson-rumped toucanet Aulacorhynchus haematopygus

52 | White-necked jacobin Florisuga mellivora v v
53 | Tawny-bellied hermit Phaethornis syrmatophorus v
54 | White-whiskered hermit Phaethornis yaruqui v

55 | White-throated daggerbill Schistes albogularis v

56 | Brown violetear Colibri delphinae v v
57 | Lesser violetear Colibri cyanothus v v v v v

58 | Sparkling violetear Colibri coruscans v v v v v v
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59 | Longuemare's sunangel Heliangelus clarisse v

60 | Tourmaline sunangel Heliangelus exortis v

61 | Speckled hummingbird Adelomyia melanogenys v v
62 | Long-tailed sylph Aglaiocercus kingii v v
63 | Black-tailed trainbearer Lesbia victoriae v

64 | Green-tailed trainbearer Lesbia nuna v

65 | Purple-backed thornbill Ramphomicron microrhynchum

66 | Buffy helmetcrest Oxypogon stuebelii v

67 | Tyrian metaltail Metallura tyrianthina v

68 | Viridian metaltail Metallura williami v

69 | Greenish puffleg Haplophaedia aureliae v
70 | Golden-breasted puffleg Eriocnemis mosquera v

71 | Shining sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis N

72 | Green thorntail Discosura conversii v

73 | Bronzy inca Coeligena coeligena v v
74 | Blue-throated starfrontlet Coelige helianthea v

75 | Buff-winged starfrontlet Coeligena lutetiae

76 | Collared inca Coeligena torquata v

77 | Sword-billed hummingbird Ensifera ensifera v

78 | Great sapphirewing Pterophanes cyanopterus v v

79 | Buff-tailed coronet Boissonneaua flavescens v

80 | Velvet-purple coronet Boissonneaua jardini v

81 | White-booted racket-tail Ocreatus underwoodii v
82 | Rufous-gaped hillstar Urochroa bougueri v

83 | Purple-bibbed whitetip Urosticte benjamini v

84 | Fawn-breasted brilliant Heliodoxa rubinoides v v
85 | Empress brilliant Heliodoxa imperatrix v

86 | Western emerald Chlorostilbon melanorhynchus

87 | Crowned woodnymph Thalurania colombica

88 | Rufous-tailed hummingbird Amazilia tzacatl

89 | Andean emerald Amazilia franciae v
90 | Steely-vented hummingbird Amazilia saucerrottei v
91 | White-bellied woodstar Chaetocercus mulsant v v

92 | Purple-throated woodstar Philodice mitchellii v v
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93 | Greatkiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus

94 | Common tody-flycatcher Todirostrum cinereum v

95 | White-throated tyrannulet Mecocerculus leucophrys

96 | Yellow-bellied chat-tyrant Ochthoeca diadema

97 | Apical flycatcher Myiarchus apicalis v

98 | Tropical kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus v

99 | Fork-tailed flycatcher Tyrannus savana v

100 | Rusty-margined flycatcher Myiozetetes cayanensis v

101 | Green-and-black fruiteater Pipreola riefferii

102 | Red-crested cotinga Ampelion rubrocristatus v

103 | Andean cock-of-the-rock Rupicola peruvianus

104 | Blue-gray tanager Thraupis episcopus v v v v
105 | Palm tanager Thraupis palmarum v v v
106 | Saffron-crowned tanager Tangara xanthocephala v

107 | Multicolored tanager Chlorochrysa nitidissima v

108 | Golden-naped tanager Chalcothraupis ruficervix v v v
109 | Black-capped tanager Stilpnia heinei v v
110 | Golden tanager Tangara arthus v v v
111 | Glistening-green tanager Chlorochrysa phoenicotis v

112 | Silver-throated tanager Tangara icterocephala v

113 | Rufous-throated tanager Ixothraupis rufigula v

114 | Blue-and-black tanager Tangara vassorii v

115 | Blue-capped tanager Sporathraupis cyanocephala v v

116 | Blue-necked tanager Stilpnia cyanicollis

117 | Scrub tanager Stilpnia vitriolina

118 | White-lined tanager Tachyphonus rufus v v v
119 | Blue-winged mountain tanager Anisognathus somptuosus v v
120 | Black-chinned mountain tanager Anisognathus notabilis v

121 | Scarlet-bellied mountain tanager Anisognathus igniventris

122 | Hooded mountain tanager Buthraupis montana

123 | Lacrimose mountain tanager Anisognathus lacrymosus v

124 | Flame-rumped tanager Ramphocelus flammigerus v v v
125 | Superciliaried hemispingus Thlypopsis superciliaris v

126 | Green honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza v v v
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127 | Orange-bellied euphonia Euphonia xanthogaster v v v
128 | Rusty flowerpiercer Diglossa sittoides v v
129 | White-sided flowerpiercer Diglossa albilatera v v v
130 | Masked flowerpiercer Diglossa cyanea v
131 | Glossy flowerpiercer Diglossa lafresnayii
132 | Blue-backed conebill Conirostrum sitticolor v
133 | Capped conebill Conirostrum albifrons v
134 | Black-winged saltator Saltator atripennis v v v
135 | Bananaquit Coereba flaveola v v v
136 | Chestnut-capped brushfinch Arremon brunneinucha v v
137 | White-naped brushfinch Atlapetes albinucha v v
138 | Tricolored brushfinch Atlapetes tricolor v
139 | Black-headed brushfinch Arremon atricapillus v
140 | Gray-browed brushfinch Arremon assimilis N
141 | Northern slaty brushfinch Atlapetes schistaceus v
142 | Great thrush Turdus fuscater v N
143 | Black-billed thrush Turdus ignobilis v v v
144 | Orange-billed nightingale-thrush Catharus aurantiirostris v
145 | Bay wren Cantorchilus nigricapillus v
146 | Mountain wren Troglodytes solstitialis v
147 | Rufous-collared sparrow Zonotrichia capensis v v v v
148 | Saffron finch Sicalis flaveola v v v
149 | Plumbeous sierra finch Geospizopsis unicolor
150 | Shiny cowbird Molothrus bonariensis v
151 | Yellow oriole Icterus nigrogularis
152 | Red-bellied grackle Hypopyrrhus pyrohypogaster v
153 | Crested oropendola Psarocolius decumanus
154 | Slate-throated redstart Myioborus miniatus v v
155 | Russet-crowned warbler Myiothlypis coronata v
156 | Three-striped warbler Basileuterus tristriatus v
157 | Golden-fronted redstart Myioborus ornatus v
MAMMALS
1 Oncilla Leopardus tigrinus v
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Red-tailed squirrel

Sciurus granatensis v v v

&

&

Central American agouti

Dasyprocta punctata

REPTILES

Parrot snake

Leptophis ahaetulla
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