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                            Sunday/Monday 7 & 8 September 2025 
Day 1 and 2:                                           
London Heathrow to New Holme Nature Lodge in the Khoisan Karoo Conservancy 
 
It was very busy at Terminal 5 so not quite all of us met up on our uneventful overnight flight to 
Johannesburg. We did, though, manage to catch up with each other before our domestic flight to 
Bloemfontein. The walk to the terminal building there gave us our first South African Bird and Mammal; a 
little swift and a South African ground squirrel, respectively. In the small arrivals lounge, we met Michael 
Wright, the co-leader and a trip guest who had been travelling elsewhere.  
 
We then headed off south-westwards towards our first destination – the Khoisan Karoo Conservancy. The 
grazing lands were not hugely wildlife rich, and at 110 km per hour it was difficult to spot much, but we did 
manage to pick up a lovely pair of blue cranes, as well as more mundane species such as pied crow, laughing 
dove and Egyptian goose.  
 
A short comfort stop produced pied starling (an endemic), speckled pigeon and southern masked weaver. 
Unseasonably, for much of the rest of the journey, the heavens opened and we were treated to some serious 
rain, thunder and lightning. We did arrive in the dry to our camp, the New Holme Nature Lodge and were 
welcomed by a distant Ludwig's bustard and a much closer long-billed lark and double-banded courser… 
and of course the Lodge owner, “PC”. 
 
A hearty dinner was followed by the first of many night drives where we picked up a fair few nocturnal 
mammals, including a bat-eared fox, a genet (probably small spotted) and the comical spring hare, bouncing 
through the short vegetation like some giant gerbil. Into the bargain, we had excellent views of a cape 
porcupine and another Ludwig's bustard.  
 
Tired but happy, we finally got to have a long sleep in a proper bed. 
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Bat-eared fox 
                         Tuesday 9 September 2025 
Day 3:                                           
Khoisan Karoo Conservancy 
 
As we were sleep deprived, we had a lie-in until … oooh 8:00 before breakfast! It was then off into the wilds 
to see what we could find. Conversely, the blue korhaan sported much light blue plumage, as the name 
suggests. Equally, the northern black korhaan was boldly marked in black. One male kindly put on a display 
- throwing itself into the air and hovering there, legs dangling before dropping back to the ground. 
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Northern black korhaan 
 
Other top spots included rufous-eared warbler and an all too fleeting Karoo scrub robin. For the LBJ lovers, 
there were spike-heeled, red-capped and eastern clapper larks.  
 
In wetter areas by the dam (or reservoir as we know it) were the likes of South African shelduck, yellow-
billed duck, and wood sandpiper. A little bittern also made a welcome appearance. 
 
Mammals were rather thin on the ground. There was a distant meerkat standing sentinel, a lovely herd of 
African buffalo, and a rather startled common warthog. It was also good to see more South African ground 
squirrels and some steenbok. 
 
We were back at the lodge for a light lunch and then a little siesta before high tea with the trip checklist.  
 
It was a yellow mongoose, late afternoon, with at least eight of these smart little beasts seen within about 
20 minutes. Blue korhaan also afforded excellent views. Our main target of the afternoon were petroglyphs, 
ancient rock carvings of elephant, hippo and various antelope etched into granite boulders. Amongst these 
boulders were also glimpsed rock hyrax and the unfeasibly agile eastern rock sengi, darting almost between 
boulders almost too fast for the eye to follow.  
 
We enjoyed sundowners and crisps while watching a distant electrical storm. During the drive back to the 
lodge, we stumbled across our first aardwolf in the spotlight, what a treat! This mainly insect-eating 
member of the hyena family sports a soft yellowish coat lined with a few vertical black stripes. 
 
After dinner, we went out again to see what we could find in the darkness. The full moon was rising orange 
in the clear sky. We were soon seeing plenty of bouncy spring hares, a few scrub hares and a solitary and 
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confiding cape hare. Top spot for some was another aardwolf, which allowed us a close approach before 
trotting off calmly, spraying territorially as it went. We got back just before the following day!  
 
 
               Wednesday 10 September 2025 
Day 4:                                           
Khoisan Karoo Conservancy 
 
We had a lateish start because of the long night out the previous day. It was bright and sunny and the Karoo 
was studded with yellows, purples and reds of cape tulip, false African violet and pink dollsrose, 
respectively.  
 
South African ground squirrels scuttled amongst the small shrubs, occasionally standing sentinel and so 
making for excellent photo opportunities. There were the usual collection of larks, with red-capped showing 
particularly well. However, these were eclipsed by a stately party of some 20 blue cranes, some leaping up 
in display before they all gently spread their wings into the wind and lifted essentially as one into the 
cloudless sky. A little further on, a gorgeous sable antelope strode majestically within a few metres of our 
van, followed, as if in waiting, by two surf-like sub-adults. 

Sable 
 
 
Lunch was enjoyed back at the lodge, followed by some downtime before checklists with tea and a stroll 
around the camp. The greenery held a different suite of birds including African hoopoe, Cape robin chat, 
lesser swamp warbler and a boldly marked fiscal flycatcher. 
 
We then hopped aboard the van to enjoy a 'bush braai' down on the dam (reservoir) edge. The sunset was 
drunk in along with our preferred tipple. Into the bargain, we had a fly past by a Ludwig's bustard.  
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The night was not over. After a quick comfort stop, we were back out, spotlighting the creatures of the night. 
Aardvark! Finally, after two nights of failure, there the little darling was, shambling along, affording decent 
views before it disappeared over a ridge. Hurray! This was a first for many of us, but thankfully, closely 
followed by a second equally pleasing sighting of the ‘vark’.  
 
We really should mention that we also saw at least five aardwolves and a short but very satisfying view of 
a cape fox.  
 
We were back just after 10 pm in preparation for an early following morning. 
 

Blue crane 
 
 
                    Thursday 11 September 2025 
Day 5:                                           
Khoisan Karoo Conservancy to Marrick Private Game Reserve 
 
6.30 am saw us swigging hot drinks and enjoying freshly baked muffins. 
 
It was then off to catch meerkats warming themselves in the early morning sun. Although they took a little 
finding, we were not disappointed. One, two and eventually up to six individuals, including an unbelievably 
cute pup, stood praying at the sunrise. Simples.  
 
Back at camp, we polished off a full breakfast before some headed out to the dam wall in search of the small 
but perfectly formed, near-endemic Namaqua warbler. This showed all too briefly, but long enough to see 
its rather undistinguished markings. Other birds of the morning included African spoonbill, pearl-breasted 
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swallow, drumming African snipe and a flyover by a massive martial eagle, being mobbed by some very 
brave pied crows.  
 
Around mid-morning, we said our goodbyes to the camp staff and headed north. There were some secretary 
birds and weird-looking black wildebeest on the way, but too distant to make out what odd looks they 
sported. Also seen during the morning were a pale chanting goshawk and a glimpsed African stonechat.  
 
We had lunch in Oriana. From there, the number of large roadside private game reserves increased. Hence, 
we managed to see a large range of large mammals including eland, oryx, bleisbok, blue wildebeest and the 
ever gorgeous (greater) kudu. 
 
We were greeted on arrival by Mike, the son of the owners of Marrick Reserve. Ensconced, we had dinner 
and then it was off out again for a night drive. We were soon seeing the usual cape, scrub and the ever-
entertaining spring hares (which are actually rodents, unlike true hares). Perhaps the more desirable 
aardwolf put in several appearances, as did bat-eared foxes. However, top spots for some were perhaps a 
striped polecat that trundled down the track ahead of us, and/or the brown hyena that loloped across the 
grassland. For others, the spotted eagle-owl showed well. An honourable mention should be made to the 
western barn owls, who also put in a welcome showing.  
 

Striped polecat 
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                          Friday 12 September 2025 
Day 6:                                           
Near Kimberley and Marrick Private Game Reserve 
 
Given the late night, it was breakfast at 8:00 am and then off to the wetlands near the Wildebeest Kuil Rock 
Art Centre.  
 
However, even before we had left the lodge access road, there were birds aplenty, including Marico 
flycatcher, piping cisticola, black-cheeked waxbill, red-headed finch and a fleeting swallow-tailed bee-eater. 
However, the most striking was surely the crimson-breasted shrike. It sports what it says ‘on the tin’. 
 
The wetlands themselves were awash with southern pochard and both lesser and greater flamingo, sadly 
at some distance. Also present, but in smaller numbers, were ruff, black-winged stilt, whiskered tern, 
yellow-billed duck and cape teal. A rather surprising but pleasing find was an Allen's gallinule lurking in tall 
swamp grass.  
 
Having had our fill of waterbirds, we went to a shopping mall for the following day's lunch items and also 
to get our own food fill of the day's lunch.  
 
Back at camp, we had a siesta for the hottest part of the day before checklists with tea at around 4 pm. 
 
Some then went for a stroll and were rewarded with chestnut-vented warbler, familiar chat, greater spotted 
and red-chested swallows, a restless fairy flycatcher and an obliging golden-tailed woodpecker.  
Dinner was followed by a night drive with all of the 'usuals' seen along with another cracking brown hyena, 
rufous-cheeked nightjar and, for some, another lovely aardvark. 
 
 
                     Saturday 13 September 2025 
Day 7:                                           
Mokala National Park and Marrick Private Game Reserve 
 
We left at a rather bleary-eyed 6.30 am. We were headed for Mokala National Park and saw the likes of 
African buffalo on the way.  
 
At the park gate, there were greater striped swallows and fiscal flycatcher. Entrance formalities over, we 
were soon seeing tsessebe, blue wildebeest, plains zebra, springbok and oryx. 
 
It was not long before we were at Lilydale camp, enjoying not only our packed breakfasts, but also the view 
out over the Riet River. African darters and reed cormorants patrolled the waters, rock martins and white-
rumped swifts the air and ashy tit and chestnut-vented warbler the thorny bushes.  
 
Post breakfast, a little stroll around the grounds added yellow canary, Kalahari scrub robin and chestnut-
vented warbler to the day list.  
 
We then slowly drove to a hide by the Stofdam waterhole. En route, there were more and closer tsessebe, 
oryx, some graceful roan, as well as ostrich, some with fluffy chicks. We nearly ran over a Burchell’s 
sandgrouse! This scuttled a short distance off the road rather than flying off.   
 
At the waterhole hide itself were a whole host of small birds drinking at the water inlet. Red-billed firefinch 
was the most numerous, but there were also good numbers of the gorgeous violet-eared waxbill and equally 
stunning green-winged pytilia. Blue waxbill added a splash of sky blue and cape starling shone metallic 
electric blue in the morning sunlight. It was a photographer’s dream. 
 
We enjoyed a picnic lunch at another rest camp with fiscal flycatcher. Sadly, it was then time to leave the 
national park, the drive to the gate providing a rather splendid nearby oryx. 
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After a short siesta at the lodge, we headed off to a 'koppi' (rocky outcrop) on the neighbouring property in 
search of Eastern rock sengi. The short drive there included views of African buffalo, our first impala and 
some copper springbok, a colour variant of springbok. Stepping out of the vans and climbing a short distance 
into the rocks, many saw a sengi almost immediately. However, in typical sengi fashion, it darted around so 
quickly it was barely visible. We persevered and our two expert local guides fairly soon found another sat 
enjoying the late afternoon sunshine. This little dear sat still for quite some minutes, affording excellent 
views and photo opportunities.  
 
Dinner was followed by the final night drive at Marrick. We were again treated to excellent sightings of 
aardwolf, bat-eared fox, spring hare and black-backed jackal. As an added treat, some saw a spotted eagle 
owl and a distant African wild cat... or a very wild cat looking feral cat… 
 
 
                        Sunday 14 September 2025 
Day 8:                                           
Marrick Private Game Reserve to Vryberg 
 
Breakfast was at 8 am, followed by a little walk around the camp to get up close and personal with some 
South African ground squirrels. 
 
We then bade farewell to the camp staff but headed off into the reserve itself. This was the first time we had 
seen the grassy plains in the daylight. It was dotted with herds of springbok, bleisbok and black wildebeest. 
They proved skittish, so it proved hard to get close, but it was impressive to see springbok sprinting at full 
speed and occasionally leaping high or ‘hopping’, stiff-legged, a behaviour known as pronking.  On the bird 
front, the star of the show was undoubtedly a pair of Burchell's coursers, which watched us watching them 
from a reasonably close distance.  
 
Once we left the reserve, there was relatively little to see. Some picked up black-winged kite, western cattle 
egret and ostrich.  
 
We arrived in Vryberg, our overnight stop, in time for a late lunch. From there, it was only a short drive to 
our guesthouse overlooking a waterhole that sat just inside the adjacent Leon Taljaard Nature Reserve. This 
had a few visiting birds like helmeted guineafowl, laughing dove and speckled pigeon. 
 
The plan was to catch up on the checklist at 6.15 pm, looking out over the waterhole, just in case anything 
interesting came over to drink. We could never have guessed that a huge white rhinoceros would be waiting 
for us, right by the electric fence that was the only thing that separated it from the veranda we stood on. It 
happily munched on some pellets the guest house owner threw out for it, before slowly toddling off in the 
direction it had come from. What a treat!  
 
Once it had disappeared out of sight, we polished off the checklist and headed out to dinner.  
 
 
                       Monday 15 September 2025 
Day 9:                                           
Vryberg to Madikwe Game Reserve 
 
There was no rhino with breakfast, but it was good to see impala, springbok and, on the bird front, red-faced 
mousebird and many helmeted guineafowl. 
 
We hit the road north at about 8.30 pm, and roadside spots included grey goawaybird, yellow-billed hornbill 
and a pair of perched and wonderful white-backed vultures.  
 
Lunch was al fresco in a flowery garden and in the company of white-bellied sunbird and Karoo thrush. 

mailto:sales@wildlifeworldwide.com
http://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/group-tours/south-africas-rare-mammals-birds
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/contact


01962 302086 sales@wildlifeworldwide.com www.wildlifeworldwide.com    

Find out more about our South Africa’s Rare Mammals and Birds trip or contact us 

From there, it was only a modest drive to Madikwe Game Reserve and the lovely Matla Game Lodge. 
 
We had high tea, checklist and elephants at the lodge waterhole at 3.30 pm. Off we then went on the late 
afternoon game drive. Only a short time into it, we were offered a target animal if we drove fast and ignored 
all other sightings, which could be caught up on another day. Hence, we drove past at least three white 
rhinos! About an hour later, there he was, a resplendent male cheetah, belly full of impala, the remains of 
which were scattered around him. He was totally relaxed in the presence of our van and even stood and 
walked past us to get to a preferred resting spot.  
 

 
Cheetah 
 
We celebrated with sundowners and snacks, accompanied by the almost diesel engine song of rufous-naped 
nightjar and a fly past of Burchell’s sandgrouse. 
 
One of the group had a birthday, so we celebrated at dinner with red wine and cake.  
 
 
                      Tuesday 16 September 2025 
Day 10:                                           
Madikwe Game Reserve 
 
It was a 6:00 a.m. start, and soon into it, we received information of a lion kill with 8-month-old cubs.  These 
we found still feasting on the remains of the unfortunate ungulate. The male had already eaten his fill and 
was sleeping, so he didn't really provide any photographic opportunities.  
 
Not too far away, another lion kill was reported, so we headed off there to enjoy unbelievably cute eight-
week-old cubs. These were mewing for the mother and eventually followed her, nose to tail, into the long 
grass.  
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The male was again absent, but seemed to have wandered off in the direction of a nearby waterhole. Hence, 
we popped up to that to find him on a slightly raised mound for all the world looking like Mufasa, The Lion 
King himself, mane blazing in the early morning light.  
 
In theory, we then had a difficult decision: breakfast or the chance of wild dogs? No contest! Off we went to 
the other side of the reserve. There they were, sprawled out under some shady trees, fat bellies clearly 
indicating they had eaten well recently. Occasionally, one would raise a head or stand and take a look at us, 
but otherwise these painted beauties seemed intent on having a long siesta. So we too returned to camp, 
had a large brunch and our own long siesta (via a very smart yellow-throated sandgrouse).  
 

Wild dog 
 
At 3:30 pm, it was the checklist, high tea and elephants drinking at the waterhole.  
 
Tea and cake eaten, we headed off into the bush. As well as the usual impala, blue wildebeest and zebra, a 
foursome of African buffalo bulls proved entertaining, with one individual trying to stare us down, as we 
watched from not so far.  
 
Top spot probably goes to a pair of white rhino bulls that were ambling through the savannah right next to 
the track. We got excellent views, but thought we would push our luck and park on the track ahead of them 
and have them come to us. Probably because we were now upwind, they were rather cautious. Eventually, 
though, they seemed to have decided we seemed harmless, giving us a fine walk past to the click, click, click 
of cameras gone wild.   
 
It was by then time for sundowners, this time with a spotted hyena walking past and another closer one by 
spotlight later.   
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               Wednesday 17 September 2025 
Day 11:                                           
Madikwe Game Reserve 
 
Another 6:00 am start and after a quick hot drink, off into the sunrise we went.  
 
Almost immediately, intel came over the radio about something worth seeing. Can you believe it? We sped 
past more rhinos! Soon we were ‘in the queue’ for the mystery mammal, so we had coffee.  
 
Luckily, the queue (which is in place so as not to crowd the animals with vehicles) disbanded when the wild 
dog pack (for that was then revealed as the mystery animal), having finished an impala breakfast, were on 
the move! 
 
We soon caught up with them, and it was exhilarating to drive parallel to them as they trotted along next to 
our vehicle. Lazarus, our driver guide, correctly surmised that they were heading to a nearby waterhole to 
slake their thirst. So we drove ahead and parked, such that they would have to walk past us to get to the 
water. This they duly and stunningly did. The sight of over a dozen wild dogs lined up and lapping at the 
water’s edge will no doubt stay in our memories for a very long time.  
 

 
Wild dog (by Robert Mileto) 
 
When they headed off into the thick bush, we headed back. However, the morning’s wildlife entertainment 
was not over. As we rounded a corner, a small grey lump on the right of the track turned out to be a sleeping 
elephant calf, with the rest of the herd on the left of the track. The snoozing calf was awakened as we passed 
and was so startled, it let out the most amazing, loud and frankly rather heart-rending scream, closely 
followed by an equivalent scream from what was probably its mother. Never come between a mother 
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elephant and her calf if you don't want to be seriously damaged or worse... so we sped ahead out of harm's 
way.  
 
Not much further on, we approached an amazing geological formation, where it seemed, to the untrained 
eye at least, as if, in ages past, hot lava had spilt over a softer rock. Over millennia, the softer rock had, 
perhaps, eroded, leaving a myriad of intricate fluting and caves, large and small. In one of these caves flicked 
the ears of a brown hyena flicked! It was very tricky to spot them, but then serendipitously, a second brown 
hyena popped out of the far end of what was now clearly a double-ended tunnel rather than a cave. It gave 
us a quick view of itself before disappearing back into the darkness. What a morning! Polished off with a 
lovely brunch back at camp, thence a siesta. 
 
It was, of course, high tea at 3:30 pm, with the checklist and a lone bull elephant at the waterhole. 
Out on the reserve, for the mammal watchers and photographers amongst us, we spent perhaps too long 
trying to work out what a perched pipit was. After some deliberation, we settled on Buffy. More entertaining 
for all of us was a red-crested korhaan chasing down a fat, juicy locust, but frequently failing to pin it down. 
Consequently, we had the amusing spectacle of locust leaping and korhaan chasing for a goodly while, 
before the chaser finally caught and ate the chasee. 
However, these were effectively distractions from the main goal of the afternoon. That was the brown hyena 
den we had visited that morning. On arrival, we spotted an adult running off into the bush and we thought 
our efforts at that den would be wasted, but we pressed on. Thankfully, our perseverance was handsomely 
rewarded by the cutest hyena cub you have ever seen! It wandered around the entrance for a while before 
plopping down and looking over at us with its deep, dark eyes.  
 
We just had time to sneak in sundowners with a spotted eagle owl beautifully silhouetted against an 
orange/pink sunset. The spotlit drive back to the lodge picked up a lovely spotted hyena. 
 
Dinner was an al fresco braai, beneath a starlit sky and a bright Milky Way arching through it.  Joining us 
initially at the adjacent waterhole was a big bull elephant, but he was soon driven off by a pair of white 
rhinos.  
 
One group member gave his thanks and farewells since they were departing for Botswana very early the 
following morning. Then, delicious malva pudding finished, we all headed off for our final sleep in South 
Africa.   
 
 
                     Thursday/Friday 18 & 19 September 2025 
Day 12:                                           
Madikwe Game Reserve to London Heathrow 
 
Sadly, it was our last safari of the trip. Hot drink downed, the savannah was again alive with zebra, impala, 
wildebeest and even the odd white rhino. We soon received our mission for the morning, which turned out 
to be another lion kill. On arrival, there were many lions but not much left of an unfortunate zebra.  
 
Having eaten their fill and provided many photo opportunities, some of the pride, including both large 
males, headed off to drink. We followed and watched their presence cause consternation amongst the 
hoofed animals, who stood staring at them to ensure they passed by rather than sneaked up. Lazarus placed 
the vehicle between them and the water, giving us great up-close views as they walked around us and down 
to the cooling drink.  
 
At the far end of the same waterhole were three white rhinos. They jostled amongst themselves, but since 
we and the lions were downwind, they were blissfully unaware of our presence. 
 
More white rhinos were spotted on our drive back to the lodge, making a rather incredible total of 13 of 
those stocky beasts seen in just a few hours.  
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We had a final lovely lodge breakfast, bade our farewell to the lovely staff and headed off to Johannesburg 
airport. On tarmac roads, speed prevented much wildlife viewing, but it was good to add hamerkop to our 
trip list. 
 
All too soon, we were back at O.R. Tambo Airport in Jo’berg and saying goodbyes to two group members 
who were off to enjoy the delights of Cape Town. It was also time to say farewell to Michael, our excellent 
driver and co-leader. And so just four of us boarded the overnight flight to London. Blearily eyed, we said 
our farewells in the baggage hall and, heads full of cherished memories of scarce and secretive mammals, 
we headed off home.  
 
 
Images by Debbie Stewart unless otherwise stated.  
 
Sign up to our e-news 
Sign up to our e-news to find out more about our tours, events, late availability, offers and tour reports at 
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/subscribe  
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Checklist for South Africa’s Rare Mammals and Birds 

 
 

  Common Name Scientific Name Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9 Day 10 Day 11 Day 12 

  BIRDS                         

1 Common ostrich Struthio camelus ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

2 Helmeted guineafowl Numida meleagris ✓ ✓   ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

3 Crested francolin Dendroperdix sephaena                 ✓     

4 Natal spurfowl Pternistis natalensis                   ✓   

5 Swainson's spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii                 ✓     

6 Common quail Coturnix coturnix                 ✓ ✓   

7 Harlequin quail Coturnix delegorguei                   ✓ ✓ 

8 White-faced whistling duck Dendrocygna viduata         ✓     ✓       

9 Egyptian goose Alopochen aegyptiaca ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓             

10 South african shelduck Tadorna cana   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓     

11 Yellow-billed duck Anas undulata   ✓     ✓             

12 Cape teal Anas capensis         ✓             

13 Red-billed teal Anas erythrorhyncha         ✓             

14 Southern pochard Netta erythrophthalma         ✓             

15 Rufous-cheeked nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena       ✓ ✓             

16 Fiery-necked nightjar Caprimulgus pectoralis               H       

17 Freckled nightjar Caprimulgus tristigma               H H     

18 African palm swift Cypsiurus parvus         H     ✓       

19 Little swift Apus affinis ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓       

20 Horus swift Apus horus   ✓                   

21 White-rumped swift Apus caffer           ✓           

22 Grey go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor               ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
23 Kori bustard Ardeotis kori ✓         ✓ ✓         

24 Ludwig's bustard - en Neotis ludwigii ✓                     

25 Blue korhaan Eupodotis caerulescens ✓ ✓ ✓                 

26 Karoo korhaan Eupodotis vigorsii   ✓ ✓                 

mailto:sales@wildlifeworldwide.com
http://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/group-tours/south-africas-rare-mammals-birds
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/contact
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/


01962 302086 sales@wildlifeworldwide.com www.wildlifeworldwide.com 

 

Find out more about our South Africa’s Rare Mammals and Birds trip or contact us 

27 Red-crested korhaan Lophotis ruficrista           H   ✓ ✓ ✓   

28 Northern black korhaan Afrotis afraoides ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓     

29 Yellow-throated sandgrouse Pterocles gutturalis                   ✓ ✓ 

30 Double-banded sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus                 ✓ ✓   

31 Burchell's sandgrouse Pterocles burchelli           ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   

32 Rock dove Columba livia ✓                     

33 Speckled pigeon Columba guinea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓   ✓   

34 Red-eyed dove Streptopelia semitorquata   ✓   ✓ ✓     ✓       

35 Ring-necked dove Streptopelia capicola   H     ✓         ✓ ✓ 
36 Laughing dove Spilopelia senegalensis ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓ 

37 Namaqua dove Oena capensis       ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   

38 African rail Rallus caerulescens         H             

39 Allen's gallinule Porphyrio alleni         ✓             

40 Common moorhen Gallinula chloropus   ✓     ✓             

41 Red-knobbed coot Fulica cristata   ✓ ✓   ✓             

42 Blue crane - vu Grus paradisea ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓         

43 Little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis     ✓   ✓   ✓         

44 Greater flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus         ✓             

45 Lesser flamingo Phoeniconaias minor         ✓   ✓ ✓       

46 Spotted thick-knee Burhinus capensis   ✓ H     ✓           

47 Black-winged stilt Himantopus himantopus   ✓     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     

48 Pied avocet Recurvirostra avosetta         ✓             

49 Blacksmith lapwing Vanellus armatus ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓       

50 Crowned lapwing Vanellus coronatus ✓ ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

51 Kittlitz's plover Charadrius pecuarius   ✓   ✓               

52 Three-banded plover Charadrius tricollaris   ✓ ✓   ✓         ✓   

53 Caspian plover Charadrius asiaticus     ✓                 

54 Ruff Calidris pugnax         ✓             

55 African snipe Gallinago nigripennis       ✓               

56 Wood sandpiper Tringa glareola   ✓                   

57 Common greenshank Tringa nebularia         ✓             

58 Burchell's courser Cursorius rufus             ✓         

59 Double-banded courser Rhinoptilus africanus ✓   ✓ ✓               

60 Grey-headed gull Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus               ✓       
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61 Whiskered tern Chlidonias hybrida         ✓ ✓           

62 White stork Ciconia ciconia               ✓       

63 Reed (Long-tailed) cormorant Microcarbo africanus   ✓ ✓     ✓           

64 White-breasted cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus     ✓                 

65 African darter Anhinga rufa   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

66 African sacred ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓       

67 Hadada ibis Bostrychia hagedash ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

68 Glossy ibis Plegadis falcinellus   ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓         

69 African spoonbill Platalea alba ✓               ✓     

70 Little bittern Ixobrychus minutus   ✓                   

71 Squacco heron Ardeola ralloides         ✓             

72 Western cattle egret Bubulcus ibis ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓       

73 Grey heron Ardea cinerea ✓     ✓               

74 Black-headed heron Ardea melanocephala ✓                     

75 Goliath heron Ardea goliath   ✓ ✓         ✓       

76 Hamerkop Scopus umbretta                     ✓ 

77 Secretarybird - vu Sagittarius serpentarius       ✓               

78 Black-winged kite Elanus caeruleus ✓     ✓     ✓ ✓       

79 White-backed vulture - cr Gyps africanus             ✓ ✓   ✓   

80 Black-chested snake eagle Circaetus pectoralis   ✓             ✓     

81 Brown snake eagle Circaetus cinereus                 ✓     

82 Martial eagle - vu Polemaetus bellicosus       ✓               

83 African hawk-eagle Aquila spilogaster                   ✓   

84 Pale chanting goshawk Melierax canorus ✓ ✓   ✓         ✓     

85 Yellow-billed kite Milvus aegyptius               ✓       

86 African fish eagle Haliaeetus vocifer   ✓                   

87 Western barn owl Tyto alba       ✓   ✓           

88 Spotted eagle-owl Bubo africanus       ✓   ✓   ✓       

89 Pearl-spotted owlet Glaucidium perlatum                 H     

90 Marsh owl Asio capensis               ✓       

91 White-backed mousebird Colius colius   ✓                   

92 Red-faced mousebird Urocolius indicus         ✓ ✓   ✓       

93 African hoopoe Upupa africana       ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

94 Common scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas           ✓           
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95 Southern yellow-billed hornbill Tockus leucomelas           ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

96 African grey hornbill Lophoceros nasutus                 ✓ ✓   

97 Lilac-breasted roller Coracias caudatus               ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
98 Purple roller Coracias naevius             ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

99 Pied kingfisher Ceryle rudis   ✓                   

100 Swallow-tailed bee-eater Merops hirundineus         ✓ ✓ ✓         

101 Little bee-eater Merops pusillus                 ✓ ✓   

102 European bee-eater Merops apiaster           ✓           

103 Acacia pied barbet Tricholaema leucomelas       ✓               

104 Crested barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii         ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

105 Golden-tailed woodpecker Campethera abingoni         ✓             

106 Cardinal woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens         ✓         ✓   

107 Greater kestrel Falco rupicoloides ✓   ✓       ✓         

108 Red-necked falcon Falco chicquera                 ✓     

109 Pririt batis Batis pririt           H ✓         

110 Bokmakierie Telophorus zeylonus   ✓   ✓               

111 Brown-crowned tchagra Tchagra australis                 ✓ ✓   

112 Crimson-breasted shrike (Gonolek) Laniarius atrococcineus       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

113 Magpie shrike Urolestes melanoleucus               ✓   ✓ ✓ 
114 Southern White-crowned shrike Eurocephalus anguitimens               ✓       

115 Southern fiscal Lanius collaris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓         

116 Fork-tailed drongo Dicrurus adsimilis                 ✓ ✓   

117 Pied crow Corvus albus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

118 Fairy flycatcher Stenostira scita         ✓ ✓           

119 Ashy tit Melaniparus cinerascens           ✓           

120 Spike-heeled lark Chersomanes albofasciata ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓         

121 Chestnut-backed Sparrow-lark Eremopterix leucotis               ✓       

122 Fawn-colored lark Calendulauda africanoides             ✓         

123 Eastern clapper lark Mirafra fasciolata   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

124 Rufous-naped lark Mirafra africana           H           

125 Large-billed lark Galerida magnirostris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

126 Red-capped lark Calandrella cinerea   ✓ ✓       ✓         

127 
African Red-eyed (Black-fronted) 
bulbul Pycnonotus nigricans   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓       
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128 Brown-throated (Plain) martin Riparia paludicola   ✓   ✓   ✓           

129 White-throated swallow Hirundo albigularis   ✓ ✓                 

130 Pearl-breasted swallow Hirundo dimidiata       ✓               

131 Rock martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         

132 Greater striped swallow Cecropis cucullata   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓           

133 Lesser striped swallow Cecropis abyssinica                       

134 
Red-breasted (Rufous-chested) 
swallow Cecropis semirufa         ✓         ✓   

135 South african cliff swallow Petrochelidon spilodera ✓       ✓             

136 Lesser swamp warbler Acrocephalus gracilirostris   ✓   ✓               

137 Little rush warbler Bradypterus baboecala         ✓             

138 Wailing cisticola Cisticola lais           ✓           

139 Levaillant's cisticola Cisticola tinniens   ✓   ✓ ✓             

140 Neddicky (piping cisticola) Cisticola fulvicapilla         ✓         ✓   

141 Zitting cisticola Cisticola juncidis         ✓             

142 Black-chested prinia Prinia flavicans             ✓         

143 Namaqua warbler Phragmacia substriata   H   ✓               

144 Rufous-eared warbler Malcorus pectoralis   ✓ ✓                 

145 Grey-backed camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata                       

146 Yellow-bellied eremomela Eremomela icteropygialis     ✓                 

147 Arrow-marked babbler Turdoides jardineii                   ✓   

148 Southern pied babbler Turdoides bicolor                 ✓     

149 
Chestnut-vented warbler (Tit-
babbler) Sylvia subcoerulea         ✓ ✓           

150 Common myna Acridotheres tristis ✓ ✓           ✓     ✓ 

151 Common starling Sturnus vulgaris   ✓                   

152 Wattled starling Creatophora cinerea   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓         ✓   

153 Cape starling Lamprotornis nitens   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
154 Burchell's starling Lamprotornis australis                 ✓     

155 Pied starling Lamprotornis bicolor ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓               

156 Red-billed oxpecker Buphagus erythrorynchus               ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

157 Groundscraper thrush Turdus litsitsirupa               ✓   ✓   

158 Karoo thrush Turdus smithi   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓       

159 Karoo scrub robin Cercotrichas coryphoeus   ✓ ✓ ✓       ✓       

160 Kalahari scrub robin Cercotrichas paena   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓         
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161 Marico flycatcher Melaenornis mariquensis         ✓         ✓   

162 Fiscal flycatcher Melaenornis silens       ✓               

163 Cape robin-chat Cossypha caffra   ✓ ✓ ✓               

164 White-throated robin-chat Cossypha humeralis               ✓   ✓   

165 Short-toed rock thrush Monticola brevipes                   ✓   

166 African stonechat Saxicola torquatus   ✓   ✓               

167 Sickle-winged chat Emarginata sinuata     ✓                 

168 
Mocking cliff chat 

Thamnolaea 
cinnamomeiventris               ✓       

169 Ant-eating chat Myrmecocichla formicivora   ✓ ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓       

170 Mountain wheatear Myrmecocichla monticola     ✓     ✓           

171 Capped wheatear Oenanthe pileata   ✓                   

172 Familiar chat Oenanthe familiaris     ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓   

173 White-bellied sunbird Cinnyris talatala               ✓       

174 Dusky sunbird Cinnyris fuscus             ✓         

175 House sparrow Passer domesticus   ✓   ✓   ✓   ✓       

176 Cape sparrow Passer melanurus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

177 Southern Grey-headed sparrow Passer diffusus       ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓     

178 White-browed sparrow-weaver Plocepasser mahali       ✓         ✓ ✓   

179 Sociable weaver Philetairus socius           ✓           

180 Scaly-feathered weaver Sporopipes squamifrons           ✓     ✓ ✓   

181 Southern masked weaver Ploceus velatus ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

182 Red-billed quelea Quelea quelea           ✓     ✓ ✓ ✓ 
183 Southern red bishop Euplectes orix     ✓                 

184 Green-winged pytilia Pytilia melba           ✓       ✓   

185 Red-headed finch Amadina erythrocephala         ✓             

186 Red-billed firefinch Lagonosticta senegala           ✓       ✓   

187 Blue waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis           ✓     ✓ ✓   

188 Violet-eared waxbill Uraeginthus granatinus           ✓       ✓   

189 Common waxbill Estrilda astrild         ✓             

190 Black-faced waxbill Estrilda erythronotos         ✓         ✓   

191 Quailfinch Ortygospiza atricollis                 H     

192 Shaft-tailed whydah Vidua regia           ✓       ✓   

193 Cape wagtail Motacilla capensis   ✓     ✓ ✓           
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194 African pipit Anthus cinnamomeus   ✓ ✓ ✓     ✓         

195 Buffy pipit Anthus vaalensis                   ✓   

196 Plain-backed pipit Anthus leucophrys           ✓           

197 Black-throated canary Crithagra atrogularis           ✓ ✓     ✓   

198 Yellow canary Crithagra flaviventris   ✓ ✓     ✓           

199 White-throated canary Crithagra albogularis     ✓ ✓               

200 Lark-like bunting Emberiza impetuani                   ✓   

201 Cinnamon-breasted bunting Emberiza tahapisi           ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

                            

  MAMMALS                         

1 Rock hyrax Procavia capensis   ✓   ✓           ✓   

2 African elephant Loxodonta africana                       

3 Western rock sengi Elephantulus rupestris               ✓       

4 Aardvark Orycteropus afer     ✓   ✓             

5 Cape hare Lepus capensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

6 Scrub hare Lepus saxatilis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓   

7 Spring hare Pedetes capensis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

8 Cape porcupine Hystrix africaeaustralis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

9 Four-striped Grass mouse Rhabdomys pumilio       ✓               

10 South african ground squirrel Xerus inauris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

11 Smith's bush squirrel Paraxerus cepapi                   ✓   

12 Chacma baboon Papio ursinus                 ✓ ✓   

13 Vervet monkey Chlorocebus pygerthrus       ✓   ✓   ✓       

14 African wild cat Felis lybica         ✓ ✓           

15 Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus               ✓       

16 Lion Panthera leo                 ✓   ✓ 

17 Common (Small-spotted) genet Genetta genetta ✓     ✓   ✓           

18 Rusty-spotted genet Genetta maculata           ✓           

19 Spotted hyaena Crocuta crocuta                 ✓ ✓   

20 Brown hyaena Parahyaena brunnea       ✓       ✓ ✓ ✓   

21 Aardwolf Proteles cristatus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

22 Banded mongoose Mungos mungo               ✓   ✓   

23 Cape grey mongoose Herpestes pulverulenta           ✓           

24 Slender mongoose Herpestes sanguineus                 ✓ ✓   
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25 Yellow mongoose Cynictis penicillata   ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

26 Meerkat/suricate Suricata suricatta   ✓ ✓ ✓               

27 Cape fox Vulpes chama     ✓                 

28 Bat-eared fox Otocyon megalotis ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

29 Black-backed jackal Canis mesomelas       ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

30 African wild dog Lycaon pictus                 ✓ ✓   

31 Zorilla/striped polecat Ictonyx striatus       ✓               

32 Plains zebra Equus quagga       ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

33 White rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum             ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ 

34 Common warthog Phacochoerus africanus   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

35 African buffalo Syncerus caffer   ✓   ✓   ✓     ✓   ✓ 

36 Common eland Tragelaphus oryx       ✓               

37 Greater kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros       ✓         ✓ ✓ ✓ 

38 Nyala Tragelaphus angasii           ✓           

39 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus       ✓   ✓           

40 Roan antelope Hippotragus equinus       ✓   ✓           

41 Sable antelope Hippotragus niger   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

42 Gemsbok (oryx) Oryx gazella       ✓   ✓           

43 Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus       ✓       ✓ ✓     

44 Mountain reedbuck Redunca fulvorufula       ✓   ✓           

45 Southern reedbuck Redunca arundinum                       

46 Grey rhebok Pelea capreolus                       

47 Black wildebeest Connochaetes gnou       ✓   ✓ ✓         

48 Blue (common) wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus       ✓   ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

49 Red haartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus           ✓   ✓       

50 Blesbok Damaliscus pygargus   ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓           

51 Tsessebe Damaliscus lunatus           ✓           

52 Impala Aepyceros melampus           ✓ ✓       ✓ 

53 Springbok Antidorcas marsuplialis ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

54 Klipspringer Oreotragus oreotragus               ✓   ✓   

55 Steenbok Raphicerus campestris ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓     ✓ ✓   

56 Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis               ✓   ✓   

                            

  ADDITIONAL                         
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1 Nile crocodile Crocodylus niloticus                   ✓   

2 Rock monitor Varanus albigularis                   ✓   
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