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Tour Leader: Andrzej Petryna with 12 participants

Day 1: Arrive Krakow & transfer to Niepolomice Forest Saturday 14 July 2018
Weather: Hot and humid with intermittent showers, 19 - 25 °C.

After arriving in Krakow, we left the airport and headed towards our first hotel near Niepotomice. We
planned to stop at two places on the way to start our exploration of the Jurassic Hills around Krakow.

Our first stop was at a complex of wet meadows in a broad valley in the Jurassic Hills, with several butterfly
host-plants including sanquisorba officinalis, polygonum bistorta or viola palustris. Although our walk was
interrupted by showers, we found a lot of butterflies active in between, the most interesting being the
violet copper, although we also saw small and Essex skipper, small pearl-bordered fritillary, marbled white
and holly blue.

Our second visit - to some xerothermic, i.e. hot and dry, meadows in Krakow’s Jurassic Rocks area - was
curtailed by a thunderstorm, so we continued to our hotel and decided to visit it on the way back to the
hotel next day.

After an enjoyable dinner of Polish cuisine, we discussed our plans for the next few days.
Day 2: Jurassic Hills Sunday 15 July 2018
Weather: Hot and humid, full sunshine, 24 - 29 °C

After breakfast we headed to the Jurassic Hills, northwest of Krakow, stopping on the erothermic outer
slopes of one of Krakow’s Jurassic valleys. The meadows, with their xerothermic flora including thymus sp.,
coronilla sp., anthericum ramosum, salvia verticillata and pratensis and melampyrum arvense, are the
habitat for several butterflies, and we saw swallowtail, dingy skipper, dryad, meadow brown, large wall
brown, wall brown, blue-spot hairstreak, scarce large blue, dusky large blue, holly blue and Meleager's blue
here. We also spotted a wasp spider in the field.

After some hours spent here, we headed down to the inner part of the gorge, which has a small stream in
the centre. After a picnic lunch here, we checked the vegetation along the stream in the open area of the
gorge, where we saw several brimstone, large and small white, pale clouded yellow, comma, map butterfly,
silver-washed fritillary, Queen of Spain fritillary and scarce copper.

The next place we visited was in the Jurassic Rocks near Krakow with both xerothermic and some wet
meadows. Our walks brought us some new species of butterfly such as red admiral, small heath, brown
argus, chalk-hill blue and brown hair-streak as well as two burnets: six-spot and slender Scotch.

We reached the hotel around dinner time. Although we had a moth light in our equipment, we decided to
wait until the next hotel before using it, due to the lack of a green area and the crowds of people around
our hotel this evening, as a wedding was taking place.

Day 3: Kielce Upland Monday 16 July 2018

Weather: Warm and humid with short showers, 25 - 27 °C.

After breakfast we packed up and moved from the Krakow area towards the valley of the River Nida in the
Kielce Upland, changing from bedrock of Jurassic limestone to crystallized gypsum, which forms long
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gypsum ribs throughout the area, covered with dry xerothermic meadows containing onobrychis sp.,
scabiosa sp., eryngium campestre, linum chirsutum, carlina onopordifolia and stipa sp.

Our first stop was at a hill formed from gypsum, several kilometres long. The meadow there contained
onobrychis, so it was the right habitat to search for Ripart's anomalous blue. During our walk along the
gypsum rib we encountered Ripart's anomalous, common, holly and Reverdin's blues, and swallowtail,
together with some common species such as small heath, wall brown, meadow brown, peacock and
marbled white. We also observed a smooth snake.

After a picnic lunch, we moved on to a meadow near the River Nida, to check this wetter habitat, which
contained sanquisorba and polygo-num plants. Dingy skipper, small skipper, green-veined and Eastern bath
white, pale clouded yellow, painted lady, red admiral, Queen of Spain fritillary, marbled white, sooty
copper, little blue, short-tailed blue and six-spot burnet were all spotted here. Near the river we also
spotted some dragonflies: broad-bodied chaser, white-legged and banded damselfly. After this we headed
to our next hotel at Pinczéw, situated in the old riverbed of the Nida, and surrounded by parkland. After
dinner, we tried the moth lamp and, although the weather was not perfect, we found several moth and
micro-moth species around the lamp, as well as hummingbird hawk moth.

Day 4: Kielce Upland Tuesday 17 July 2018
Weather: Showers and sunny intervals, 18 - 26 °C.

Today we continued to explore the Kielce Upland, with our first stop at Polana Polichno nature reserve near
Betlejem. Here there are some small forest glades with melampyrum nemorosum, adonis vernalis, scopolia
carniolica and a set of spring orchids. In the sunshine after the morning rain, this very warm site appeared
to be interesting not only for its butterflies, as right at the beginning we spotted a pair of honey buzzards
and a raccoon dog. We also found praying mantis, striped bug and phaneroptera falcate - a very rare
grasshopper - and several wasp spiders; we even watched a female being inseminated. Here we spotted
swallowtail caterpillar, dingy and Essex skipper, silver-washed, Queen of Spain, violet and dark-green
fritillary, scarce copper and the burnet zygaena ephialtes. We had our picnic lunch near a hill with a
breeding colony of European bee-eaters flying around their nest holes - which provided a colourful
spectacle at the end of our meal.

We continued to a chalk hill near Pinczéow, but when we reached the site it started raining heavily, so after
waiting in the van for a while we decided to return to the hotel (which was less than ten minutes drive
away) for tea or coffee. After a 30 minute break the sunshine returned - so we went back to the hill with its
xerothermic meadows around the top, where we encountered: little blue, brown argus, silver-studded
blue, chalk-hill blue and adonis blue, and some new burnets: five-spot, transparent and zygaena carniolica.

Day 5: Pieniny Mountains Wednesday 18 July 2018
Weather: Cloud and rain, 18 - 20 °C.

After breakfast we left the Kielce Upland and headed to our final hotel in Kacwin near the Slovakian border
in the Pieniny Mountains, stopping for lunch at a restaurant en route. The only thing of any interest was
birdwatching through the windows of our van — which was quite interesting, with glossy ibis, curlew, great
white egret and common kestrel spotted in the Dunajec River. In the afternoon the rain wasn’t so heavy, so
| proposed a short walk to Slovakia.

It was still raining, so we didn't see many butterflies other than very common species such as common
blue, or ringlet, however we saw black stork, Eurasian sparrowhawk and black redstart. We also came
across some yellow-bellied toads on the Slovakian side of the border. After dinner with some regional
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dishes, we decided to try our moth light. The hotel yard had a barbecue place under a roof, so we were able
to set the moth light despite the rain, which brought us several new species of moths and micro- moths.

Day 6: Tatra Mountains Thursday 19 July 2018

Weather: Cloud and rain until the afternoon, 18 - 20 °C.
(At the top of Kasprowy Wierch, in the Tatra Mountains, it was only 8 °C).

Today was devoted to our trip to the Tatra Mountains. After some days of heavy rain in the mountains, the
situation in the region was a little dangerous, with some villages and roads flooded. We had some difficulty
getting to Zakopane as some roads were closed. We headed to the top of Kasprowy Wierch (1,998 metres)
by cable car, but it was difficult to see anything due to the mist. It was raining at the top and visibility was
very poor, so only a few of the group wanted to take a short walk in the mist to see if the could see
anything. In fact, we were lucky enough to see Alpine accentor on the rocks.

Our itinerary included a walk in the valley of the Biaty River in the Tatras, but due to the weather we
decided to combine it with a visit to Orava Raised Bog on one of the following days. After a short stop at a
local wooden church (in typical Zakopane architectural style from the beginning of the 20th century) at
Jaszczurdwka, we returned to the hotel hoping for better weather in the afternoon.

The weather soon improved, so we visited the fishponds near Biata River at Fryd-man, although we had
some difficulty getting there along the flooded road. There, in light rain, we saw some dragonflies: common
darter, common goldenring and blue-tailed damselfly, plus six-spot burnet. There were common and
whiskered terns at the ponds, and we found our first orchid there - marsh helleborine.

Day 7: Szopczarska Valley Friday 20 July 2018
Weather: Morning rain, sunny in the afternoon, temp. 18-25 °C

We enjoyed an early lunch in the hotel, while looking at the moths that were collected last night, before
driving to the Szopczanska valley to look for Apollo butterflies. After the rapid change of weather from
heavy rain to hot sunshine, we came across a good selection of butterflies, all of which were very active.
We found five to eight Apollos, some of them within a very short distance, plus swallowtail, dingy skipper,
pale clouded yellow, white admiral, comma, map butterfly (second generation), silver-washed and Queen
of Spain fritillary, Scotch and large ringlet, arran brown, white-letter hairstreak, scarce and small copper,
large, holly and Mazarine blue and brown hairstreak.

As it was still sunny, we decided to stop on the way back to our hotel and take a pleasant walk along a
sunny forest road. We stopped near tapsze Nizne at a meadow beside the forest, where we spotted white
admiral, five-spot burnet, silver-washed fritillary and saw wolf scat on the road in the forest near the
beaver dam. After dinner we continued our moth patrol, which added a couple of new species to our moth
list.

Day 8: Tatra Mountains National Park Saturday 21 July 2018
Weather: Hot and sunny, around 26 °C

Today we took a pre-breakfast walk, mostly for bird watching. Walking towards Slovakia, we spotted black
stork, white stork, red-backed shrike, grey wagtail, black redstart and yellow-bellied toad.

After breakfast we drove into the Tatra Mountains to explore the huge raised peat-bogs near Czarny
Dunajec, and look for the butterflies typical of this new habitat, which held cranberry, Labrador tea,
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sundew and bog bilberry plants. Unfortunately, much of the area was seriously flooded after the heavy
rainfall in the mountains, but our visit proved very successful as we managed to spot swallowtail, small and
silver-spotted skipper, moorland clouded yellow, purple and lesser purple emperor, poplar admiral,
Camberwell beauty, painted lady, silver-washed and dark green, heath and cranberry fritillary, small and
chestnut heath, scarce and small copper and holly blue.

We also managed to take the walk along the Biaty Valley in the Tatras that we didn't do on Thursday due to
the heavy rain - mainly to see orchids. There we spotted fragrant orchid, short-spurred fragrant orchid,
dark-red helleborine and common twayblade. We tried to trap some moths in the evening, but the weather
wasn’t favourable, so the results were very poor.

Day 9: Fly back to the UK Sunday 22 July 2018
Weather: Sunny, 20-24 °C

After a pre-breakfast walk - with similar results to yesterday - followed by a generous breakfast, we headed
to Krakow airport, with a very exciting view of a lesser spotted eagle with a frog in its beak not far from the
hotel. We reached the airport around two hours and 15 minutes before the scheduled departure of the
flight back to the UK, and lo and behold our trip was over!

Sign up to our e-news
Sign up to our e-news to find out more about our tours, events, late availability, offers and
tour reports at https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/subscribe
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Checklist

TRAVEL
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WORLDWIDE

Common Name Scientific Name | P | Pav | Pav | Dav | Dav | BV | Day | By | Day
BIRDS AVES

1 | Mute Swan Cygnus olor v

2 | Mallard Anas platyrhynchos v v

3 | Grey partridge Perdix perdix v

4 | Common quail Coturnix coturnix v

5 | Common pheasant Phasianus colchicus H H v

6 | Great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus v

7 | Black stork Ciconia nigra v v

8 | White stork Ciconia ciconia v v v v v v

9 | Glossy ibis Plegadis falcinellus v

10 | Great white egret Ardea alba v
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11 |Grey heron Ardea cinerea
12 |Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
13 [European honey buzzard Pernis apivorus

14

Lesser spotted eagle

Aquila pomarina

15

Eurasian sparrowhawk

Accipiter nisus

16

Western marsh harrier

Circus aeruginosus

17

Common buzzard

Buteo buteo

18

Common coot

Fulica atra

19

Northern lapwing

Vanellus vanellus

20

Eurasian curlew

Numenius arquata

21

Black-headed gull

Larus ridibundus

22

Common tern

Sterna hirundo

23 |Whiskered tern Chlidonias hybridus
24 Rock pigeon Columba livia
25 |[Common wood pigeon Columba palumbus
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26

Eurasian collared dove

Streptopelia decaocto

27

European turtle dove

Streptopelia turtur

28

Common swift

Apus apus

29

European bee-eater

Merops apiaster

30

Eurasian hoopoe

Upupa epops

31

Green woodpecker

Picus viridis

32

Great spotted woodpecker

Dendrocopos major

33

Common kestrel

Falco tinnunculus

34

Peregrine falcon

Falco peregrinus

35

Red backed shrike

Lanius collurio

36

Eurasian jay

Garrulus glandarius

37

Western (Eurasian) jackdaw

Corvus monedula

38

Rook

Corvus frugilegus

39

Hooded crow

Corvus cornix

40

Eurasian (black-billed) magpie

Pica pica
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41

Common raven

Corvus corax

42

Willow tit

Poecile montanus

43

European crested tit

Lophophanes cristatus

44 |Coal tit Periparus ater

45 |Eurasian blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus
46 (Great tit Parus major

47 |Eurasian skylark Alauda arvensis

48

Barn swallow

Hirundo rustica

49

Common house martin

Delichon urbicum

50

Common chiffchaff

Phylloscopus collybita

51

Willow warbler

Phylloscopus trochilus

52

Eurasian blackcap

Sylvia atricapilla

53

Common whitethroat

Sylvia communis

54

Winter wren

Troglodytes troglodytes

55

Eurasian treecreeper

Certhia familiaris
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56

Common starling

Sturnus vulgaris

57

Common blackbird

Turdus merula

58 [Fieldfare Turdus pilaris

59 [Song thrush Turdus philomelos
60 [Mistle thrush Turdus viscivorus
61 Spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata
62 |[European robin Erithacus rubecula

63

Black redstart

Phoenicurus ochruros

64 [European stonechat ISaxicola rubicola
65 [House sparrow Passer domesticus
66 |Eurasian tree sparrow Passer montanus

67

Alpine accentor

Prunella collaris

68 |Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea
69 |White/pied wagtail Motacilla alba
70 |Western yellow wagtail Motacilla flava
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71

Chaffinch

Fringilla coelebs

72

European greenfinch

Carduelis chloris

73

European goldfinch

Carduelis carduelis

74

Eurasian siskin

Carduelis spinus

75

Common linnet

Carduelis cannabina

76

Common crossbill

Loxia curvirostra

77

Common bullfinch

Pyrrhula pyrrhula

78 Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella

79 |Corn bunting Miliaria calandra
MAMMALS MAMMALIA

1 [Red deer Cervus elaphus

2 |Roe deer Capreolus capreolus

4 |Red fox Vulpes vulpes

5 |Racoon dog Nyctereutes procyonoides

6 [Stoat Mustela erminea
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7 |Red squirrel
9 |[European Hare
BUTTERFLIES RHOPALOCERA
1 Swallowtail Papilio machaon
2 |Apollo Parnassius apollo
3 |Dingy skipper Erynnis tages
4 Small skipper Thymelicus sylvestris
5 [Essex skipper Thymelicus lineola
6 [Silver spotted skipper Hesperia comma
7 |Large white Pieris brassicae
8 [Small white Pieris rapae
9 |Green-veined white Pieris napi
10 [Eastern bath white Pontia edusa
11 Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni
12 Wood white Leptidea sinapsis
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13

Moorland clouded yellow

Colias palaeno

14

Pale clouded yellow

Colias hyale

15

Purple emperor

Apatura iris

16 |Lesser purple emperor Apatura ilia

17 |Poplar admiral Limenitis populi

18 |White admiral Limenitis camila
19 [Camberwell beauty Nymphalis antiopa

20

Small tortoiseshell

Aglais urticae

21

Comma

Polygonia c-album

22

Map butterfly

Araschnia levana

23 |Painted lady Vanessa cardui
24 Red admiral Vanessa atalanta
25 |Peacock butterfly Inachis io

26

Silver-washed fritillary

Argynnis paphia

27

Dark Green fritillary

Argynnis aglaja

Find out more about our Butterflies & Moths of Southern Poland trip or contact us

01962 302086 sales@wildlifeworldwide.com www.wildlifeworldwide.com



mailto:sales@wildlifeworldwide.com
http://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/group-tours/butterflies-moths-of-southern-poland
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/contact

28

Queen of Spain fritillary

Issoria lathonia

29

Cranberry fritillary

Boloria aquilonaris

30

Small pearl-bordered fritillary

Boloria selene

31

Violet fritillary

Boloria dia

32

Heath fritillary

Melitaea athalia

33 |Marbled white Melanargia galathea
34 Dryad Minois dryas
35 [Scotch Ringlet Erebia aethiops

36

Arran Brown

Erebia ligea

37

Large ringlet

Erebia euryale

38 |Meadow brown Maniola jurtina

39 Ringlet Aphanthopus hyperantus
40 [Small heath Coenonympha pampilus
41 |Chestnut heath Coenonympha glycerion

42

Speckled wood

Pararge eageria
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43

Large wall Brown

Lasiommata maera

44

Wall brown

Lasiommata megera

45

Blue-spot hairstreak

Satyrium spini

46

White-letter hairstreak

atyrium w-album

47

Sooty copper

Lycaena tityrus

48

Scarce copper

Lycaena virgaureae

49

Small copper

Lycaena phlaeas

50

Violet copper

Lycaena helle

51

Scarce large blue

Maculinea teleius

52

Large blue

Maculinea arion

53

Dusky large blue

Maculinea nausithous

54

Little blue

Cupido minimus

55

Short-tailed blue

Cupido argiades

56

Holly blue

Celastrina argiolus

57

Brown argus

Aricia agestis
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58

Silver-studded blue

Plebejus argus

59 [Reverdin's blue Plebejus argyrognomon
60 [Ripart's anomalous blue Polyommatus riparti

61 Meleager's blue Polyommatus daphnis
62 [Chalk-hill blue Polyommatus coridon
63 |[Common blue Polyommatus icarus

64 Brown hairstreak Thecla betulae
65 |Adonis blue Polyommatus bellargus
66 [Mazarine blue Polyommatus semiargus

DRAGONFLIES

ANISOPTERA

1 |Common Goldenring Cordulegaster boltonii
2 |Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa

3 |Blue Featherleg Pratycnemis pennipes
4 |Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens
5 |Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum
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6 |Common Bluetail Ischnura elegans
MOTHS

1 |Long-winged Pearl Anania lancealis

2 |Northern Grass-veneer Catoptria furcatellus

3 [Scotch Grass-veneer Catoptria permutatellus

4 [Yellow Satin Veneer Crambus perlella

5 |Scarce Grass-veneer Crambus pratella

6 |Chequered Straw Evergestis pallidata

7 |European Corn Borer Moth Ostrinia nubilalis

8 |Mother of Pearl Pleuroptya ruralis

9 |Common Purple & Gold Pyrausta purpuralis

10 |Northern Grey Scoparia ancipitella

11 |Large Grey Scoparia subfusca

12 Dusky Hook-tip Drepana curvatula

13 (Garden Tiger Arctia caja
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14

Clouded Buff

Diacrisia sannio

15

Scarce Footman Moth

Eilema complana

16

Dingy Footman

Eilema griseola

17

Burnet Companion

Euclidia glyphica

18 lJersey Tiger EFuplagia quadripunctaria
19 [Beautiful Hook-tip Laspeyria flexula

20 [Ruby Tiger Moth Phragmatobia fuliginosa
21 Mottled Beauty Alcis repandata

22

Common White Wave

Cabera pusaria

23

Yellow Shell

Camptogramma bilineata

24

Latticed Heath

Chiasmia clathrata

25

Small Grass Emerald

Chlorissa viridata

26

Barred Yellow

Cidaria fulvata

27

Purple Bar

Cosmorhoe ocellata

28

Scalloped Oak

Crocallis elinguaria
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29

Common Heath

Ematurga atomaria

30

Common Carpet

Epirrhoe alternata

31

Small Argent and Sable

Epirrhoe tristata

32 [The Northern Spinach Eulithis populata
33 [The Phoenix Eulithis prunata
34 |Great Oak Beauty Hypomecis roboraria

35

Single-dotted Wave

Idaea dimidiata

36

Ochraceous Wave

Idaea serpentata

37

Purple-barred Yellow

Lythria purpuraria

38

Drab Looper

Minoa murinata

39

Small Rivulet

Perizoma alchemillata

40

Lesser Cream Wave

Scopula immutata

41

Sub-angled Wave

Scopula nigropunctata

42

Lace Border

IScopula ornata

43

Shaded Broad-bar
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44

Blood Vein

Timandra comae

45

Large Twin-spot Carpet

46 |Drinker Moth Euthrix potatoria

47 |Grass Eggar Lasiocampa trifolii
48 |Spotted Sulphur Acontia trabealis

49 [SilverY Autographa gamma
50 |Antler Moth Cerapteryx graminis
51 [Shark Moth Cucullia umbratica
52 Dusky Sallow Eremobia ochroleuca
53 (Cloaked Minor Mesoligia furuncula

54

The White-Point

Mythimna albipuncta

55

Brown-line Bright-eye

Mythimna conigera

56

Smoky Wainscot

Mythimna impura

57

Unknown

58

Poplar Grey

Find out more about our Butterflies & Moths of Southern Poland trip or contact us

01962 302086 sales@wildlifeworldwide.com www.wildlifeworldwide.com

Xanthorhoe quadrifasiata

Pseudeustrotia candidula

Subacronicta megacephala



mailto:sales@wildlifeworldwide.com
http://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/group-tours/butterflies-moths-of-southern-poland
https://www.wildlifeworldwide.com/contact

59

Four-spotted moth

Tyta luctuosa

60

Double Square-spot

Xestia triangulum

61 |Cream-bordered Green Pea Earias clorana

62 Buff-tip Phalera bucephala
63 [Swallow Prominent Pheosia tremula

64 |Pale Prominent Pterostoma palpina
65 [Diamondback Moth Plutella xylostella

66

Tansy Plume Moth

Gillmeria ochrodactyla

67 [White Plume Moth Pterophorus pentadactyla
68 |Large Tabby Aglossa pinguinalis

69 [Bee Moth Aphomia sociella

70 |Rosy-striped Knot-horn Oncocera semirubella

71

Long-legged Tabby

Synaphe punctalis

72

Hummingbird Hawk Moth

Macroglossum stellatarum

73

Common Yellow Conch

Agapeta hamana
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74

Common Marble

Celypha lacunana

75

Blotched Marble

Endothenia quadrimaculana

76 |[Eastern Burnet Moth ? Zygaena carniolica
77 [Type of Burnet Moth Zygaena ephialtes
78 [Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae
79 [Type of Burnet Moth Zygaena loti

80

Transparent Burnet

Zygaena purpuralis

81

Five-spot Burnet

Zygaena trifolii

ORCHIDS

ORCHIDACEAE

Heath-spotted Orchid

Dactylorhiza maculata

Fragrant Orchid

Gymnadenia conopsea

Short-spurred Fragrant Orchid

Gymnadenia odoratissima

Marsh Helleborine

Epipactis palustris

Dark-red Helleborine

Epipactis atrorubens
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Common Twayblade Listera ovata
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